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AA Focus In the Past Year

1. Focus on “Asia Issues” and call for submissions
from member institutes
 Emphasize the unique challenges and opportunities faced by the

Asian architectural profession, strengthen the regional focus of
architects, and highlight Asia-specific perspectives.

2. Expand Guest Editor network to showcase
industry developments of member institutes

« Collaborate with Guest Editors to comprehensively present the
evolving architectural practices of member institutes, combining
articles, projects, and forums for in-depth discussion.

3. Strengthen digital distribution to reach a wider
readership
* With the journal now fully published in digital format, AA

continuously leverages the website and social media to engage a
wider audience both within Asia and globally.
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Latest Issues

Nepal's Journey of Heritage Restoration after the 2015 Earthquake: Acts and Perspectives

September 2024

* This issue explores post-2015 Nepal earthquake heritage

reconstruction and conservation, showing modern strategies with
traditional methods and highlighting successful conservation cases.
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Latest Issues

Nepal's Journey of Heritage Restoration after the 2015 Earthquake: Acts and Perspectives

September 2024

* The issue includes 7 articles and 4 projects.

Article

Earthquake Response &
Reconstruction Efforts

Patan Darbar Square inthe
2015 Nepal Earthgquake

Rahit RENJITKAR
Cournry Oveonor Karhnnandu Warkey Sresenvanion Trust
Errenl o T RO RSO | ovg

Ab st

Patan Dabar Squars, 3 hifohc #tein the Kthrnandu Valisy, wee heanilpdamagedinthe
206 Erthquakee, which cees ed grest loes to atursl herkage Mantermpie: and
treditonsd DUikings collses ed of were 26 ef oy darmeaed This dester highlightedthe
WMUNGREIR POT Nerit200 2 TUCtURS, oSN Weskened dus to 120k of Fegulsr ManNt srend.
Deapite the destruction, The local communky in PaRn S3ed quick )y they T ot ected the
#Ro, rescusd valushic Srtafscts e 23 use sndtorrplepinnades snd movedthamtothe
Pt an Mussurn for saekes Cing Ther swit and dedcated 1o foreeshivaed deep e tor
thee astura hertage, sventhoughthephad no formraitraning in dsster reqpares

The Kthrrandu Valey Freservation Trust, working with t!he Depurtrment of Archasclogy
the Patan Mweurn, sndthe bal comrmunity dthe resaus, doournentation, snd ftomge
o SR M) MM e 5, Dolics, 30d M pEers onnel PelDed t o Cargi Ul r econss
wchitectural slements Trornthe rbtle wWithout using derneagng equiprment lile
Budidoner s Al recovered iterns were documented, deaned, and stoned for reuss.
Pt oe Fon workrequined cur ol plnning, #dlled arte are, and radtionsd rmatenise.
Darmaged pwoee wer e repured of replicated usng dld photograghs and epert
aatsmarehip. Rruchurdl renforcement s were sdded 1o strengthen the rmonunents snd
HTENOS Sety.

Onrsll, e reo el potf BRten Derter SQusr e Pae Desn 3 COnMImunit i ven success,
Blending tradtionsl Nowiedge with mModem e enation technigques. | 560 ves % an
SxurEe of hiow Pt e Gun D9 [ eeer wed even Iter misgof disset or s, 3 10N W hereis
collsborRion, G e, Wnd corrrniment.

Koywords Esrthquelos, Historc, Reoretruction, Bructure, Monunent.

FoHt P rgtow, 20T erd aped 32,500,

Patan Derbar Squar ¢ is one of the Monumsnt Tones inthe
Kehranads veley bedy St ed bythe recent 2015 Cotha
Esrthquale We wre nowrten jesrs ater the devsatding
sarthquekesthat ht Norel on 25 Agyil 2018, sndtock drmost 3000
1ives and destroped alsrgenunnber of autursl heritege buildngs.
MEN PIRor hetone AN es Colleed, 3nd hundr s of v
hvouds o, #HEirwes, W Movonaet e es vier e Ul of partsllydennaeged
The imEsct wee Pt icula |y densat Jing inthe urtan canter s or
the ratropole Of Kahmandd, Petan, and BRisourn, 32 wall s=the
araller histoncsatiements of Changu Mersen, Sankdu,
Bungsrati, Khokana, snd athee:, Thess Rt orictrodtuncs wethe
omceees of the willeys art and architedur, Sl oped ower
rmallerniawith 3 detind srchtedturd chamctor, Thes e Periteges
e deveioped Dy SConnITiUnty SNd DResed on Mo gensd on

Fig T (aPvher Db iquers Before and(b)after the carthqabe The ecemost Ingat et tervghen, Heridbarkars «nd Char Harvpare, totally < dhgwed Fhotographe

to gensr ion, whidh e tangitle = well 36 ntangitie astorn
Practices with their artistic exessions. Mone of the putiic
PRonUNTets of BF vl o ssdences were Tonotonousy Built 36 is
done toduywith Drototype designe. Bech Monument of sruture
e DUt 10 3 Gurtonm design

Wehme o e vel 10 & Ancethe TR contury of sarthqusies
that sirudcthe Waley enery 90100 )0ars O 50, We 30 Nat Know
PAUCH SDOUT THhS NI of of 1 eet O Jon of reulilding Daror o the 1535
Sarthauskoes. But we do lnow rom Men priotogrRens baraethe
1934 sarthquale and the present condiion inthe Gee of the 1936
Trernce, that soversl terEles and DRt of 1he CRlSoss wer e not
rebuitt in the onginal configuration, and slsothat there were
FROFINTSOt s S 3 vise & not robuiit Snd henos lost forener,

oy 2T IRBPEY r s e Py rpeapevey py FR0 T PO P
—
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Pl | sontiamifa cade o Maburan ghar b the restcr anvecd

Arohifeolum Ifirm RICH Arohifectums
Company

Design Team Bjoy Bosutn b, Sabina
Tandu tog Rod ma S undar Maba jan

locaion Deupalan, Pachu patli, fathmand u,
Mapal

Arex F25e3. m

Compblion Dote 2021

Funolion Mussum [4da plive muse]

Phedograp hy Podma 3 unda r Ma ha yan

Mahasnang hag founded by ling Rana
BahodurShoh [ 1777-099) dlands alihe
wariern adge ofthe Ros hupali temple
complex. Thesbrudumis aquadrangh
mads uing 232m = E8m, fealuing v
ba yarcodes onik weslern and southem
wingsand dng b-bay arcodes on the
soclem and nodhern ddes. Riing four

b ieswilha lola I hag Mof 1.3 medar, Lhs
bui b ng showoosss a dislinofve bbnd of

PP

anhileclural i nflusnces & notablefectumic
i balicler oolumns [21 221 = 262 om),
adorned with acamhus sorlk attheiop
and bolom Thase oo limng, inspired by
Mughal prdoly pae, were introduced inthe
1730« mphoingindionallewareyb
pillare. Folbwwing 1he dema il ng of the

ong naletruodurs in 2003, 1he bulld ng wos
reconcl uoted without the originala ohes
betwman ihe plbe.

The soulharn fogade peesnis o eliling dedgn wihaneben-bay
oolonnaded platiorm on the g und fleorand o sym medsca | five-
ba g wi ndonwand eaven-ba y ela vl ng W ndow arm ngamenion Lhe
firel and sacond floors, me pacivaly The wadern fogodeincludes an

agnificam dectuclioninoluded: Lhe omols of thesadisrn gabls
wall whiohwoe atioohed 1o a satlal, e ot ural f lures around
doorwa e and wi ndow opanings, wih oraobs and debdged

emlnydoot babinoed by three-ba y wndows on thefimland sscond
floors The mmaining windows folbawy the indiiona | bilioeworkeiyle,
pressnd ng the buHings hiclono charaoler This arohitectural
compodion refleck a fudon of hdo-k b mioa nd Mewa ri nfl vances,
marking Mahosnang har as o unigue monumentin Mepale herlage
The 3015 sarihquaksca wed sveredamage b Mahasnanghag
parfoularly affecd ng e up par floors and sastern sscion The moel

s damage 1o the roof elruolure, compromia ngite
«ha bi iy ond wdespread omolsinwalk and floors, meulingin
parial co ba pess in carlain escfions. The sarthquale lefiihe buldng
in afrag bk clale, withils bad bean ng mason ry walk fractured and
ommblng necsssilaling urgenl comsnaion sffork. To recio m the
building, the Rachupati A ma Devebpmen Trsel [PADT)inifaled Lhe
projecd with funding fom Hepal hvecimanmd Bant imied The overall
meloralion propol wos complededin thes photes

Erop aration of Meas i ed Dramings and Post. B thauake Darrage 4206 samen t 2015)

This inkigtive encomese sed thies ey ek §) Comprshens vephato r schic
doarnent Hon of Arocturdd SuMege Cueed by the 208 earthquakes. Nthis, adaied s
of photogrgohis was teloen to chedtthesaerity of thedanage snd cmndition ofthe
Eldng This helped in snaEing he CRttem of draae in desk inwsstigtions ()
Datiled s chit ectursd rrsseur od drasings to recordthesnifting condiions an

W hitectursd detalod dRMANG Vs B o od Deeed ontheinitisl ref ersnce areangs
Eeovided Dy PADT THe Gt wls OF the MSeonn, Gof pentr y joirts, and Sl necss =y
AITRIEONE Wl o J0dto [T S0 e 5 590 Of Seues et draings. That Pelped in
SRirraRing the masfor the intenention, reEeins, restorstion, and recon Sruction works, (30
Freparation of 3genersd Simn@ef o inmredFeret ordion nesds Apreinminay

st oRion SEtinal e W B epseed, cutining the soope of wrk, requined rratenisls, snd sn
s et of reuslie srchR et urdd sdemnent s within the Building. This induded detasled
QURNIt PRI ASRIONG, EROGUIS ot Nesds, nd SN Mt ory of Shegestie hid one
COMEONeis 1o SEUre ETeese vation while Irairtsining strudursl integrite




Latest Issues

AA Awards Special Issue 2024, December 2024

* AAA 2024, hosted by ASC, gave us the opportunity to streamline the workflow for the AAA Special Issue. This
involved reaching out to each winner to request high-resolution images and confirm copyright agreements.
» Clarifying these steps has provided us with valuable experience for our collaboration with KIRA to ensure the timely

release of AAA 2025.
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Ar. Saifuddin

JURY MEMBER ARCASIA Presidem

IDr. Lai Siew Hong

JURY MEMSE R No n-architect Eminent

Ar. Raymond Fung JP
JURY MEMBER Zone C

Fellow of H

Ar. Jitendra Mehta
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Ar. Richard Kirk

JRY MEMBER International

Ar. WU Jiang

AWARDS CONVENOR

« Vice President (Zone C), ARCASIA 2019-
200

= Editor-in-chied, Architecture Asia

= Fulll profiessog Tongy Univessity CALP

= Former Exsoufive Vice President, Tongs

CONVENE

ARCASIA has established the ARCASIA Architecture Awards
(AAA) to encourage and recognize the outstanding achievements
of architects working in Asia and to promote the development
of architectural standards across Asia and its member states.
The awards are judged by an independent panel appointed by
the ARCASIA Council, consisting of top architects from Asia and
one non-architect The winners are determined by this panel and
announced by the council

The purpose of the ARCASIA Architecture Awards is to
acknowledge excellent architectural works, to foster the
development and improvement of the architectural environment
in Asia, and to enhance the recognition of the role architects
play in the socio-economic and cultural life of Asian countries.
Additionally, the awards aim to showcase outstanding
architectural designs that positively impact the human
environment and exemplify the harmonious coexistence of
materdal development with local cultural values, national identity,
and the natural environment.

In the AAA2024, there were 340 eligible entries from 15 different
countries or regions. The jury selected 25 projects, including 7
gold awards and 18 honorable mentions.
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Latest Issues

AA Awards Special Issue 2024, December 2024

* The issue features 7 gold medals and 17 honorary mentions.
 Each award category is given a dedicated layout to showcase the projects as fully as possible.
WORKS TO EXISTING O SNDEE BAMBOO HOUSE

CHURCH OF THE CENTER OF ugedRE — _ i

i en
NATIVITY OF THE e Project Location: XUZHOU i i

Long Xuyen, An Giang Province, Viet Nam [FS house]: Phu Cat

RESTORATION &
ALTERATION/ADDITION

CHILDREN FLOATING

Quoc Odgi, Hanoi,
The Critgren Friendly Center is o supparting eaucarional focliny for the 13m Xuznou inter- Vietnam ITheli}'ioud
mationa Horfeuttural BXpo. Walkers exhibition at the
The sMal DUAdINnG 5 IoCated in 0 reldtivesy wide and naependent tase, wirn funcrions Leeum Museum of Art.
including a children’s octivity room, a kid-iendly restaurant. a book bar, and an inde- Seoul. Korea)
pendent scenio enfrance. 1t i o chidren's ockivity camp buit for chidren to safely and [FB house 2]: Hong
Rappily SPPrOaC and xpiore NatUre, ana Wil CoNtinue 10 operare after me event. It Thai, Phu Xuyen, Hanoi,
formai sense cames @ naturar chisgice chamn — ke o coomed pencl, like a cumsy Duila- Vietnam

ing Diock. fike @ fairy 1aie COMIOgE Wi simpie: sTokes for oniren.

e mocuiar oesign i inspired Dy e creations, fom beenives, snowdakes, 10 cels Gna
ricroorganisms in e microscopic wond, the simikarity, repetifion, and inay of geomeric
snapes demonsTTate TNt MOAUICT aesign STOTegies Ore Gn IdeCH WAy 10 GoRieve STan-
oaraation in constructing systems. We hope o find an iceal geemetric unit prototype
for the steel grid siructune, which not oniy has the: rafionaiify of struchural stafics, DUt aiso
provices effcizncy in spatial paganantion. More mporanty, s geomeTic fn and can
bring new oppormunifies for space and form.

Wnen roaming in fris smal geometTic woAd. peopie oan fesl e nature in me geomeric
frame anytime and GNyWNere, Ond e SMot PoYEONal LNt Bring shor 1Lms and fre-
quent myThm cnanges in space, inadvertenty crearing @ “geometric ganden” — fmis kind
of spafia crange ana fun— tringing peopie g reicxed and open experience.

The space is separated into gifferent igyers with a homogeneous
Wash stone (gronito) matenial inside ana outsice, biuming e bound-
cries, only the subect and the Stmosphere suroundaing the subject
form soid. Calcuiation of the space s determined by he purpose of
Us€ ONg e0Ch achwvity That 1Okes pioce. Architecture NAs O specia
maternal reigtionsnip with human ife, as o cover ana founaation for

tioating oggiomeration of various residental
groupings k expecied 1o fake shape wnen a
farge number of FB Houses are CoNNECTEd WM
each omer by flesting paying grouncs, vege-
Table-growing raffs, fsrrasng areas, sfe.

Vietnom is one of me narest-nit countries in the
wod by chmate change. As forecast, 47 per-
cent of e Mekong DEN3 ared ond 19 parcent
of e Bed Biver Defta area will be submenged
By e saq leve fise of 1| meter, Srecty affsct-
ing from 20 fo 30 milion people. In This context,

e ife rmat unfoias around it. A iarge opening With spoce connecting
the sky and the Duilding. NGs O Meaphoncal and evocative conNoto-
tion of e smal imoge of man before vast nature. Functional spaces

Fioating Bamboo House is @ housing model
for Vietnamese locals whese iveiinoods are
fiver-pased, especially those in fne Mexong
Dena. 1t s @ new type of mree-compartment
nouse mose of soid corea Bampboo [diameter

FB House it balieved 10 provioe a usehyl aftemo-
tive for milions of poor housenoids fo, 05 500N
<5 possibie. crecte a stabie and safe cccom-
modation themseives. and adapt 1o fhe worst
scenanio of responding o cimare cnange.

@=3-45cm, 3m and 4m long) whicn are joined
togemer Smply with KIches ana fies, The nouse
s covered (oursige| and pariifioned (insige]
wim ight marerios (compresed weaved bom-
boo sneers, leaves, Comugared iron, BAMEoo
€1c.) and has a large roof to colect
rainwater ong homess soiar energy. The door
sysTems that can open and ciose fiexibly neip
make fne nouse sturdy enough in cdvene
wegther events, wnile cregring @ fypical identi-
ty - fike Sowers amias? fioating waters

The FB House can maintain fieated on warer
nanks to ifs plastic arum systems fied 1o the floor
beneam. In the centre of the house are fresn-
Waoter STorage Tanks and sepfic Tanks. It nas o
square ground M X 6m] W Two ievels which
can be axtended to increase he area of use.
When e second losr panes ore removed, e
nouse becomes much more spacious [func-
fioning as @ communal house, @ cigsstoom.
or a iprary, etc.), @ reminiscence of e Réng
house. Sinh paviion-iong Iasting Typical piaces
of Vigtnamese peopie. in the future, a peacstul

ore compressed N g soha Mass.

- NOKHA VILLAGE
G A N S U G U AZ H o U min_::: l B TiUAES oo C OMMUNITY Sorioy Pun Archecr

3 Lcheon, Republic of Korea
YULIN GROTTOE e = Fo
X ¢ C E N RE Nokha, Rajasthan, India

Project Location:

VISITOR 5
RECEPTION
CENTER

Located in Rgjasman, Indig. amiast the and ignascapes of me
MokRQ ditrict, the Mokna Viliage Community Centre i a project
1hat net only serves s G community nu for he 144 vilages in e
distict but Qlso a3 @ memonal for Podmaramj Kulana, envisioned
oy nis famiy.

The Hokna Vilage Community Centre emerges from e desen
environment win a sTiing presence. Its main architectural fea-
e, O SWeeping Cunviinedr VolIme, elegantty I00ps Ground the
site. creating a aynamic interpay of spage and form, This design
cnoics & not mersly aesmaric bur functiond, proviging an open
nortnfacing COUMySIa That serves Qs the COMMUNTY Centers
rear.

spanning o mogest 9,000 square feel, the center innovativesy

ris project is 1o fegenerate alocal vilage, renowned for fice- and
tower-farming but sulfering from e aging of popution, wit
new possibiities of e Dy proposing an expanmental cross-Cuttural
faciity which has the “cross-space” enabing the inferaction be-
Twesn civera culnres

Due 1o e use of ine project site as a fsning spof, the fopography
of rice poadies along fMe sream remained troken races. The
NEW SITTITECTUI! IPOCE 10 FETONE TE memones of foe paadies
puts  void order on fhe varous spaces organized by infersection
of walls ke he wanercoursas in between fce paddies. The flow of
nature from e southem iow Nl repeats e confinuation of fice
jpodidies and a hil with crossing sreams, the arge and fhe oppo-
sife small ones. The new drchifectural space 1o restore s natural
flow puts o soiic order on he various SPOCes organzed O Mass-
=5 [ke fos poodes AT ine intemectons befween ine widtmwise

ana depihwie order ore weaved "Cross-tpaces.” The indoor
crom-spaces on the ground fioor combine the srathed layers in
Dot direction. The OUTOOOF CrOSS-5pACES ON the rooftop are the
extended spaces to create various piatforms. It s not @ univer-
salizeq prysical space but a aifferentiarea experimenta: spoce,
which s fhe meaning of e name “NONSPACE ™ That s fo say.
it intenas 1o e the spatial piatform for @ local cultural compiex
CTRQNET 1 e PRVCNE SECICY, GOING DEYONT SfINATY COMMERcia
spaces. As occasion demands, it will noid various activifies indoors
and outgoors swuch as e exnibitons of painting, scuipture, and
ceramics. fasnion sNows, DOOK CONCENs, he River Market, meg-
rations, Sower shops, art cigsses for chilonen, ond POP-up stonss.
‘e construction of exposed concrete with nce strow was experi-
mented on 1o produce The indoor atmasphene in which one can
feel as 4 naving enterec @ sawswover space.

maximizes its Footprint by integrating < rooftop garden. T in-
cined garden, with fwo varying $opes, & more Than a recreation-
i spoce: it offers ponoramic views of me encompassing deser,
mwiting the community 10 Gather and engage With their namhura:
sumoundings. Beiow s verdant expanse fies  fhoughtiul compo-
sition of spaces oesigned 1o carer to aifferent community needs—
@ museum dedicated fo the I0Sal Culfure and © Sigital library for
chilcnen, addreniing the iack of educational faciifies in the area.

The buiding's soutnem fagade aiong with most of the eastem &
westem 5085 i thoughtiusy enveioped in 0 gras-COvered earh
berm, g strategic response o the chalenging desert cimate
where temperatures soor between 35 fo 40°C for most of the
year. This, Giong witn e naturdl sandstona screens tat adom
the esiptical library, showcases a deep respect for radifiona:
Rojastnar architecture whie serving a practioal pupose. The
Serecns soUTERd from ne IMMESIate OreD, ancher e Dutding N
73 context and significonty feduce Near gain, Creating meimenz-
ing snaccw patterms InaT cnange FoUGRUT e aaY.

The garoen on the roof is created as o reief from me surounaing
ora gesen and is watered Using recycied water from me ogja-

cent owner's nouse.

Garaens ore @ rare sgnt in fris anea with only @ few iarge private
nomes wno can afford fo maintain mem. Tris green ook & ocoes-
sibie 1o @veryone with chicnen & adult vilogers using  joyousy,
The siopes are gentie with G ratio of 1:20 aliowing fhe sase of
Wwaking of running Up ToWarss the viewing piarform arop.

Central to the community center's design i i commitment fo
sustainability. The rooftop gardens. sione screens, and strategic
landscaping work coliectively fo mifigate near gain, ennancing
=nergy eficiency. Moreover, the project's sustainability efhos ex-
‘ends Deyond ifs design 10 s CoRStTUGHion, emphasizing ranwater
narvesting, water recycing, and fhe use of local materiais and
‘oraftsmanship. This approach ensures that the buiding st gently
on its desert iangscape and supports e (ooal economy.

The tokna Viloge Community Centre i a viorant nub for all age
groups; proviaing a space for music, faiks, and social interaction
The project exempifies how tnoughtiul architecture can craate
expansive community spaces without a large footprint, with o
Dwit-up area of 9,000 square feet genanating § fimes mone Usabie
space, ineluding © 27,000-squars-ioot open qudtorum.




Latest Issues

AA Awards Special Issue 2024, December 2024

* |t was the first time that the AA Awards issue has been officially published before the AAA Ceremony. The hardcopies
were presented to the winners along with the medals and certificates.
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Latest Issues

Experiencing Malaysian-ness: the Embodiment of Identity in Contemporary Architecture
March 2025

his issue examines how Malaysian architecture expresses national
spirit via innovation and culture, with diverse projects and expert
insights. It highlights identity as a dynamic process influenced by
hybridity, memory, and modernity.

Guest Editors:
David Teoh, PAM
Veronica Ng Foong Peng, PAM
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Experiencing Malaysian-ness: the Embodiment of Identity in Contemporary Arc

March 2025

Article

Cities Within a City: Notes on
Neoliberalism and Kuala

Lumpur’s Archipelago

Urbanization
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Latest Issues

Singapore Architecture at 60: A snapshot and reassessment, June 2025

* This issue showcases how, on its 60th independence anniversary,
Singapore uses architecture and design to reflect on its development
and identity, from iconic landmarks to community renewal and

sustainable innovation.
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Guest Editor:
Hoo Cheong Fong, SIA

Description

Designed by C.Dowsett, its significant feature was a folded roof
constructed to resembie the Tabernacle in Exodus 337-11 The
Church was granted Conservation Status in 2005

The architects were tasked to address the building's deterioration
and to improve accessibility for the development. On the award,
we dscovered asbestos mineral fibers in the roof slate, which saw
the need to replace it with new materials. Given weathering, water
leakages and prolonged dampness in the facade caused damaged
plaster and painting discoloration. iInternally, lighting & mechanical
equipment upgrades and sustainable ACMV systems, better
acoustics performance, and improved Audio-Visual systems are
required

The entire roof, early 3-dimensional steel-truss frames rested on 4
main groups of brick piers with no detailed drawings save for the
load/m2, meant a new challenge as the roof structure was
interconnected, and any replacement needed careful strategizing
to avoid a total collapse. Existing timber ceiling timber boards had

deteriorated While it needs to be restored, the current fire code
would require fire-rating. hence it means additional load on the
flimsy steel trusses

We decided to use a 3-dimensional LIDAR scanner for the entire
roof and reverse engineer the structure to ensure the weight of the
new roof system, new aluminium ceiling, and pendent lights can
be kept within the structural capacity of the existing structure.
Externally, the unique geometry of the roof folds resulted in
complicated rainwater drainage systems, with discharge off the
exterior planes. whilst the interior folds within junctions cluttered
by Electrical Equipment and fitments that accumulated over time
The Architects utilised scanning technology to better appreciate
existing construction, and terative 3-D printing of scaled models of
these junctions was deployed to test out possible solutions. The
result saw the integration of the new with the existing in a
harmonious manner. Existing floor terrazzo and brick walls were
cleaned, and new materials were sensitively inserted to blend into
the old

PATHRICE VIEW The dirtingueseatbe beoturs oftbe Church o the Blos Tend Shaped rool, whes b ass
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Latest Issues

Singapore Architecture at 60: A snapshot and reassessment, June 2025

* The issue includes 5 articles and 6 projects.

* The editing work has been completed, and the issue is currently in the final confirmation stage with guest editor and
authors.

Article

Beneath All That Glitters:
The Architecture of
a Constructed Society

Surveying the Spatial Transformat ions of
Singapore overthe Last Decades

Ranald C. T LiM
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New Sect
* Building on

Latest Issues

Reaching New Heights: The
Story Behind Merdeka 118
Interview with Dato' Tengku
Ab. Aziz and Ar. Ahmad Farid
Baharuddin

INCEPTION
DT Tell us what inspired PNB to eventually decide upon the
development masterplon, which includes the iconic Merdoka 18,

rrent

TA We wont through a long process to determine what kind
development we wonted to implement in this area. Out of the 40
ocres, a portion is dedicated to heritoge, which & a stote matter

So. what oan we do with the remainis ace? How do we create o

that respects the past whik alsa having the potential f

nam

o growth in the future?

Initially, we could have started with o series of BD-storey buiidings.
just Bke a typical deve ent. but in 2010, we decided to take a
different opproach. Once we had thot in mind, it
changed the parameters. Having o fiB-storey tower in place meant

ompletely

thot the urban design and overall development hod to be viewed in
thot context. We wonted to consolid multiple smaller buildings

inta ane iconic tower, optimising spoce and respecting the heritage

elements.

PNE wonted to create o landmark that reflects Maloysio's heritage
while driving economic growth. The master plon was inspired by
the historical significance of Stadaum Merdeka and the need for a
modern, workd-class development that also benefits the
community. Merdekn 185 was designed to celebrate the notion's

past while shaping its future. praviding commercial npoces,
culturol attractions, and improved public areas.

EC Was this proj
moated by PNB?
TA This project was initioted by PNE as part of its long-term

jtiated by the Malaysian Government or

investment strotegy. It was developed to create o meaningfius

landmark while contributing

to economic and community growth.

Yes. since this was a significant undertaking. we needed 1o secure

the

overnment’s suppart. it wosn't initicted by the federal
gavernment, but something we thought was necessary to generate
ecanomic activity. We also hod many meetings with Kuala Lumpur
City Hall to have their support, along with other authorities. Once
we received the neoe endarsements, it provided the green

S move forwo

ig he projec
EC Did PNB specify the site for the various components, or was it
left to the Architect?
TA PNB earmarked this location and established the overall vision
slopment. While the
architects wore given a clear brief, they also reative
freedom to design the mixed-use development that achieves

and key site requirements for

aptimal design, functionalty, and seamless integration with the
surrounding orea.

ion: Architect Interviews

academic articles and architectural projects, the lastest two issues, 2025, added architect interview setion,
showing the creative working process of Asian architects and their perspectives on the professional practice.

INNOVATION

DT What do you deem to be the major innevations introduced in
this project?; Coould you name innovations that were the world's
firsts and innovations that were new to Malaysia?

B Wind enginecring played o crucial role. We conducted
cxtengive wind tunnel testing to optimize the design and reduce
wind loads. The tower's unique shape helps break up wind
potterns, making the structure more stoble.

W also intraduced cdvanced fire evoruction systema. Instead of
requiring ol floors to evoocuate ot ance, we desgned a stoggered
evocuation plan that allows people to move safely to the point of
serfety (sky lobby) before proceeding further down. This system is
bozed on international best proctices and was validated by fire
engineers from the LS

URBAN CONTEXT
EC How do you see this tower in relation to the urban context and
the surrounding neighbourhood?

B This tower is located in the heart of KL, in Petaling Street, one of

Kuala Lumpur's most fameus tourist spots, and it's right nexdt to
Stadium Negaro and Stodium Merdeko, and Chin Woo Stadium,
which are importont notional londma s,

is also part of the Golden Triangle, in the heort of the city's
modern business and shopping districts. Chinatown is located on
Petaling Street, featuring smaller, unigus shops and numernous

TA The Mercckn 18 project features saveral key innovations in
design, engineering, and sustainabil; It integrotes advancesd

building technologiens ond sustainable solfions, some of which are

new to Malaysic, enhancing efficiency and the overall experience
for bath visitors and those based in the towee.

Desigred with a formard-th
refevont a decade after its in

architectural vision con stand the test of time. It is also built with

ing approach, Merdeka 118 remcins
ion, demonstrating how

custtingredige safety features, including an evacuation lift system
designed for use during emergencies, a first of its kind in the
country. Merdeka 118 tower i now LEED Platinum certified and is
actively working towards GBI and GreenRE cortifications,
resnforcing
responsibii

commitment to sustainabiity and emvironmental

FB Yor the design of the tower seamiensly incorporates elements
of lozal ardhitecture, reflecting o deep connection to the region’s
oultural heritage. The buiiding's unique foceted fagade, resemibling
an elorgated crzsalline dicmond, val atfire,
perticularly the intricate songlet motif, which features irangulated
and crystolline patterna. This design languoge extends throughout
the interior, including the main foyer, where Bongulated pottorns
are also evident. The main reception desk in the kobby draws
influence from the Minangkobou roof of Negeri Sembilan. This

Rethinking what is Climate

and Tradition Interview

Erik I'Heureux, Fong Hoo CHEONG
Emad ; Erik.LHeurauxi@monash edu
hofong@hcfacomsg

NUS, wiich now houses the Equatorial School of Architecturs,
occupies the western edge of the Kant Ridge campus—a site
shaped by I5te-1980s planning ideals The original campus plan,
OD205, was conceved as 3 decentralized, infrastructural network:
more circuit board than civic ensamble—reflecting the
industralizng ambitions of Singapare during that pariod. The
architectural manifestation was consistant and systematired: a
moduiar gnd of reinforced concrete columns, aluminum
surscreans, yoliow-paintad soffits, and brick pavars coursing across
the ridge. This was 2 campus without a contar, with facultios
disparsad mther than dustered, aach plugged into the larger
network

Tha architectural language of the time was ona of machanization
and industrial promise Mechanical systems—ducts, vents, chillar
plants—wara not hidden but calebrated, forming an conography

of modernity. Even bafore air conditioning was fully instafiod, the
architocture anticipated it—projecting an ethos of mechanical
comfort and emvironmental control. In many ways, ths became an
“sircongraphy™ 2 balief that chmate could and should be
controlled through technology. not through form, section, or
matarial behawior

Tha redesign of SDET and SDE3 angages this legacy critically While
respecting the infrastructusl clanty of tha ongenal grid, the now
intervantions saok to recalibrate s environmental assumptions-
opening the buiidings to air, Eght, and andscape through passiva
strategies and breathabla envelopes. Here, comfort s not imposed
but negotiat: through climate-responsve forme, adaptve
rouse, and low-carbon mataral assambliss—anchoning a naw
architectural ethos for an equatorial school of architecture

DATO' TENGAU AB. AZIZ TENGKU MAHMUD [TA],
AHMAD FARID BAHARUDDMN (FB), PRINCIPAL OF
MERDEKA 118 AND THE SURROUNDING PRECINCT

Interview by Dovid TEOH and Edric CHOO

Monday, 3rd March 2025, 230 pm - 3.30 pm, Kelambi, Level 92, Merdeka 118
Phetegraphy by GorisPX),

CEO OF PNE MERDEKA VENTURES,

P ARCHITECTS —SHARE THER INSIGHTS AND PERSPECTIVE local restourants that attroct not ondy locals but also tourists iconic roof, o hallmaork of troditional Maloy architecturs. has

Enk G. U'Hauraux [PhD} FAIA = an award-winneng architect, educator, and scademic isador whose creatve

secking o unique experience in Kuola Lumpur. profoundly shaped vemocular dessgn in Maloyssa, its swoeping, practica engages the donsa aequatorial city, with particular axpertiso in adaptive reuss, Nat Zoro anargy

| ase the tower as a kind of beidge betweaen these two arcas: the curved dhope has become a symbol of cultural identity and ploys dasign, and docarbanization His work is charactarizad by simpla mondlithic forms and finaly tuned dimatic
traditional, lively atmosphere of Petoling Street and the sloak, an essential role in the history of Maloysion architecture.

modern vibe of the business district, Bringing them togethor withe  During the recent UKL Forum, an oudience member asied Korl
prominent new tower like this one will help shape o more

vz that calibrate buildings, intanors, and axperiances to the hot, humid air of the urban equator
transforming climate into 2 medium for dolight and sumprize.
Sy Ha is Profossor of Design and Decarbaonization and Hoad of the Dapartmient of Architecture at Monash

Fonder if the tower's iconic form wos inspired by t

28

Rising 678 metres abave Kuala Lumnpur, Merdeka 118 is the world's second-taliest building
and o striking new symbal of Malaysia's ambition. Developed by PNB Merdeka Ventures, a
subsidiory of Permadalan Nasional Berhad (PNE) — o stote-owned investment company
= the tower anchors a 19-gore precinot o e of Merdeko Pork, rext to
Stadium Merdeka where the nation’s indepondence was declared in 1957, Blending
heritage, public spaces, retoil, hospitality, and workplaoes, Merdeko 118 i reshapi
southern edge of the city's historic
The architects of this tower are Fender Katsa

g the

laimed Australion

chitecture studio behind landmaris such as the Eureka Tower in Melbourne, and RSP
Architects Sdn Bhd, one of Maloysi
portioio of major developments. Together they have delivered a design that fuses global

expertise with looal insight, creating o tower that & both technically ambitious and deeply

leading archiecturol practices with an extensive

raoted in its cultural context.

In this feature, we speok with Dato’ Tenglu Ab, Aziz Tengl Mahmud [TA). CEO of PNB
Merdeks Ventures, and Az Ahmad Farid Boharuddin [| rincipal of RSP Architb
share their insights an this londmaork projeat ond its surrounding procinct. Gui
conversation are Ac David Teoh [DT] and Ar. Edric Choo [EC).

PAM Issue, March 2025

o PNE Mer e Vardures

4 Saharesdin, Brincal of Dt Tangls S ket Tengin Mahwmad, CEG & Dord Toch & Friric Cheo
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ontinues to

oconnected and dynamic urban space for the city as it
grow and develop.

DT Does the tower draw inspiration from the local context or
architecture?

Tuandas Abdul Rohman. While the sihouette of the building doss
indesd bear a resernblance to Tunku Abdul Rahman raising his
hand in the Declaration of Independence, it won ullimately
concluded that this simila purely coincidental. Nonetheless,
this interpretotion has coptured the public irnaginatic
widespreod discussion. As a result, it hos odded sentimental value
to the towes, especially ¢ its preximity to heritoge buildings
and its connection to the memory of our first Prime Minister

University. From 2003 to 2025, during his tenure at the National Univarsity of Singapore, he served as Daan's
Chair Associate Professer, Vice Dean, and Director of both the Undergraduate and Master of Architecture
programs. In theze roles, ha led award-winning Nat Zaro ancrgy retrofits and advanced design stratogies that
lock in emibodied carbon while significantly reducing operational emissions.

Through an integrated approach to crestve practice, design research, and pedagogy, Erk advances
architecture’s capacity to address tha climate cnsis. His tesching and practice aquip the naxt generation of

architacts to critically angage with a warming world, shaping a mora reshant, inclusive, decarbonized—and
boautiful—futura

SDES New Sirten Yesmaf Bk Houm New Ehevaticn

SIA Issue, June 2025
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Latest Issues

AA Awards Special Issue 2025, September 2025

* Working closely with KIRA, we have been engaged in intensive editorial work on the issue since the end of June,
beginning immediately after the final review, including collecting high-resolution images, signing copyright
agreements, typesetting, and proofreading.

* This issue includes 29 projects. As the final results of the AA Awards have not yet been announced, only a selection
of pages is shown here.

JURY BOARD

ARCASIA Awards for Architecture 2025
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Ar. Chun Gyu Shin
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Comming Issue

2025 December Issue

* The issue is currently in the editing process. This year, we received more high-quality submissions.
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Reflection on
Nature

With the release of the new issue, we are sharing its content on social media in real time, aiming to
reach more readers across Asia and beyond.
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Introduction

Balancing urban heritage conservation with urban regeneration is a challenging task for
professionals in the field of urban development. On the one hand, there is a need to
conserve the existing heritage; on the other hand, there is a need for development. This
creates a delicate balance between living with the past and striving for the future, This is a
global issue affecting the conservation of historic cities and the need for such cities to
develop. Innovative approaches are needed to balance the two, i.e. heritage conservation
and urban regeneration. In this paper, | will look at the urban regeneration plan of the Old
Town of Mombasa in Kenya which is a gazetted (protected) national site/monument and
which also acts as a buffer zone to the world-renowned Fort Jesus which is a World Heritage
site inscribed under UNESCO's World Heritage List.
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Call for Submission

* AA calls for manusc

ript and project submissions through

websites, social media, emails to member institutes, and the

official ARCASIA website.
provides submission contacts, material
etails on the editorial and publishing

* The official website
requirements, and d
PDrocess.

We kindly ask our member institutes to share the call for
submissions with architects and scholars
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2 Review of the Last Five Years



The Past Five Years

* Qver the past five years, AA has been evolving and continuously optimizing the publishing model. We
have explored ways to use the magazine as a platform to create face-to-face dialogue opportunities for
Asian architects and expand our professional network.

Our efforts include:

Journal
Publication

Architects
Highlighting Asia issues Network

Exploring new distribution models

Building a network of guest editors

Hosting the Architecture Asia Forum series

Developing our social media presence _ _ _
Architecture Asia Forum Series




The Past Five Years

AA has published 20 issues, including:

* 14 themed issues
* 5 special issues on AA Awards

featuring contributions from more than
/0 scholars and 300 architects from
ARCAISA member institutes.
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Guest Editor Network

* In the past 3 years, AA worked with 9 guest editors and completed 6 related issues.

ARCHlTECTug‘iE Kulthida —
QAS'A Songkittipakdee! 4 " _ Zhu
(right), Apurva Bose Xiaofeng,
Jenchieh Hung Dutta, ASC
(left) , [HA Zhong
ASA 'Hongliang,
HKIA
WRITING Nuno
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ARCHITECTURE LITERATURE
March 2023 June 2023
ARCHITECTURE ARCHITECTURE
Padma Sundar ASIA s
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Guest Editor Network
Tasks of Guest Editor (draft)

Guest Editor is recommended by ARCASIA member institutes.

a. Proposing themes that reflect the unique characteristics of the architectural profession in the specific country
or region, ensuring both academic value and relevance to professional practice.

b. Preparing a thematic proposal that includes background information, scholarly significance, target
readership, anticipated contributions, a list of potential authors, and a proposed timeline.

c. Leading the solicitation of manuscripts by inviting prominent scholars, practicing architects, and other
experts through personal academic networks or professional platforms.

d. Assisting authors in understanding the journal’'s formatting requirements and scholarly standards, offering
topic-specific suggestions or writing guidance, and ensuring the quality of submissions.

e. Organizing the accepted manuscripts, integrating content, and composing the editorial introduction for the
special issue.

f. Collaborating with the editorial team on language, graphics, and content review to ensure compliance with
publication standards and maintaining communication with authors until the issue is published.

g. Participating in academic activities related to the special issue, such as organizing online lectures, forums,
dialogues, or social media outreach, to enhance the issue’s visibility and impact.



Guest Editor Network

Selection Criteria of Guest Editor (draft)

a. Guest editors must be permanent residents of the member country or region of ARCASIA.

b. Nominations must have at least five years of active engagement in architecture or related fields. Eligible
backgrounds include, but are not limited to practicing architects, faculty members from schools of
architecture or research institutes, independent researchers, architectural critics, curators, or publishers.

c. Nominations for guest editor positions must come from the respective member institutes of ARCASIA.
Each nomination cycle may include multiple candidates, and an official letter of recommendation must be

submitted.

d. The nominating institute must provide the candidate's curriculum vitae, which includes information on
their educational background, professional experience, institutional affiliations, and notable achievements.

e. All nominations will be reviewed and approved by the Editorial Board.

f. The nominating institute is responsible for overseeing the guest editor’'s work throughout the process to
ensure the authenticity and timeliness of the content.
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Digital Publication

°* To ensure timeliness, starting with AAA 2023 (December 2023 issue), AA has become a fully digital
publication. The PDF version is sent via emalil to ARCASIA member institutes, the editorial board,
authors, and readers. Each issue is also available on the journal's website, where readers can view it
online or download a watermark-free PDF for free.

Email Website PDF online
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online, and we look forward to hearing your valuable feedback!
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Website

* We launched the official AA website on January 31, 2021.
https://www.architecture-asia.com/
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3 Future Plan



AA Forum Series

Malaysian Forum and Singapore Forum

* Following the success of three forums, AA will
continue to collaborate with guest editors to
organize forums aligned with the 2025
Malaysian and Singapore issues.

* We have already had preliminary discussions
with the Malaysian Guest editors and have
begun preparations for the Malaysian Forum.

David Teoh, Veronica Ng Foong Hoo Cheong Fong,
PAM Peng, PAM SIA
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Comming Issue of Young Korean Architects

* |n close collaboration with KIRA, AA will launch an issue on young Korean architects, focusing on the
comteporary architecture in Korea and the professional dynamics of emerging architects.

 On May 15, 2025, we held the first online meeting with KIRA to discuss content and plan to invite scholars to
contribute, providing deeper insights into the work of young Korean architects

L LN & T e

HWANG
HYEONHYE,
SHIN
JUYEONG

Name L fal Rald' |
Yearof birth 1984

Place Busan
Gender Female Male

From Track Athletes to Activists Blossoming Lives in Every Alley

In recent decades, South Korea has experienced a dramatic transformation in its urban and architectural landscape. Moving
beyond a growth-centric urban policy and mass-production-oriented design for residential and commercial spaces, the country is
now navigating the complexities of advanced economic status, cultural maturity, diversification, population decline, aging society,
individualistic values, and the erosion of communal bonds. The recent pandemic has further accelerated these shifts.

Amid this evolving context, the expectations, characteristics, and evaluations of architectural design have changed significantly.
Young Korean architects, particularly those born after the 1980s, are making their mark during this period of independence.
Driven by their individuality and interests, they are exploring new approaches across various domains of Korean society.

This article aims to shed light on these dynamic movements and share the insights they offer with the wider Asian architectural
community.

Guest Editor: Kichul Lee Korean architect, founder of Architect-K KIRA Meeting



Comming Issue of Young Korean Architects

* We're organizing meet-ups in Incheon with young Korean architects to take the KIRA issue planning further.

yehwa Hanok Renovation 2022

Woo Ji hyo Lee Changkyu, Kang Jung Yoon i = Hye seung



Selection Guide of Guest Editor

* We are formulating work rules and procedures, so as to involve more member institutes.

* We will also further distribute the document via email to member institutions to seek your opinions, and
hope that there will be more guest editors who can join us.

Selection Criteria of Guest Editor

a. Guest editors must be permanent residents ofthe member country or region of ARCASIA.

b. Nominations must have at least five years of active engagement in architecture orrelated
fields. Eligible backgrounds include, but are not limited to, practicing architects, faculty
members from schools ofarchiiecture or research institutes, independent researchers,
architectural critics, curators, or publishers.

c. Mominations for guest editor positions must come from the respective member institutes
of ARCASIA. Each nomination cycle may include multiple candidates, and an official letter of
recommendation must be submitted.

d. The nominating institute must provide the candidate’s cumculum vitae, which includes
information on their educational background, professional expenence, institutional
affiliations, and notable achievements.

e. All nominations will be reviewed and approved by the Editonal Board.

f. The nominating institute is responsible for overseeing the guest editor's work throughout
the process to ensure the authenticity and timeliness ofthe content.

The plan on the selection of gquest editors

The editonal team ofthe journal includes permanent editors. who will colaborate with guest editors
to produce each issue. Guest editors are responsible for planning and coordinating  issues
dedicated to the the countries or regions. Throughout the member institutes’ nomination, they work
closely with the joummal's editorial team, managing the entire process from theme development to
final publication. Their main responsibilities include:

a. Proposing themes that reflect the unique characteristics ofthe architectural profession in the
specific country or region, ensuring both academic value and relevance to professional practice.

b. Prepanng a thematic proposal that includes background information, scholarly significance,
target readership, anticipated contributions, a list of potential authors, and a proposed timeline.

c. Leading the soliciation ofmanuscnpts by inviting prominent scholars, practicing architects, and
other experts through personal academic networks or professional platforms.

d. Assisting authors in understanding the joumnal's formatting require ments and scholary standards,
offering topic-specific suggestions or writing guidance, and ensuring the quality of submissions.

e. Organizing the accepted manuscripts, integrating content, and composing the editonal
introduction forthe special issue.

f. Collaborating with the editorial team on language, graphics, and content review to ensure
compliance with publication standards and maintaining communication with authors until the issue
is published.

g. Participating in academic activities related to the special issue, such as organizing online

lectures, scholarly dialogues, or social media outreach, to enhance the joumnal’s visibility and
impact.



Working Guide with AA Awards Team

« Based on the experience of hosting the AA Awards and collaborating with KIRA this year, we are
developing a work manual to ensure the publication of the Special Issue more efficiently.

 The main challenge of the work lies in the short time interval between the end of the award review
process and the September award ceremony, thus requiring efficient cooperation between both parties.

Mid-June, within 3 days after the Early August Around 20 August

Corclision of the JLdoing brocess The editorial office will deliver the The final proof is completed, and the
The host will provide the editorial first layout draft. editorial office provides the host with an
office with the list of award recipients The host verifies all information electronic version for promotion at the
and project materials, including low- and provide feedback, after awards ceremony. If printed copies are
resolution images from the application which the editorial office will needed, the responsibility for printing is
website. adjust the layout accordingly. on the host.

Jun.

End of June
Early September Sep'I'
The host prepares a profile of the convenor, profiles of the

lgle] jury members, and an editorial authored by the convenor.

ReVieW The host contacts the award recipients to request high-
resolution images and a project description that meets the
journal’s requirements, along with signed copyright
agreements.

\"Yel(e
Ceremony

After the awards ceremony,
the editorial team

releases the special issue
via emall, the website, and
social media platforms.




[\ ARCHITECTURE
arcasia

Architects Regional Council Asia ASIA

We look forward to the support of our member institutes!

Let us promote Asian Architecture and Architects!
Showcase the best of ARCASIA!

Thank you!
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Official Website: www.architecture-asia.com
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