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SUMMERY OF THE COMMITTEE MEETING
The meeting was held at 10:00 am Sri Lankan time

14 th January, 2025



44th COUNCIL MEETING | 15 & 16 January 2025 | Colombo, SRI LANKA

THE NEW EDITION OF THE ACSR CHARTER

The ARCASIA Committee on Social Responsibility (ACSR) Charter, also known as the ACSR Charter, 

was reviewed and launched unofficially on 14 January 2025 during the ACSR Committee Meeting in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka.
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ACSR Charter was 
officially launched during  
ARCASIA Council Meeting 

on 16 Jnauary 2025 in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka.
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The efforts of the taskforce were focused on enhancing the charter 
to make it more user-friendly and appealing. Key updates include:
•Improved Format: Summaries, infographics, and color-coded 
chapters were incorporated to enhance accessibility.
•Expanded Examples: Recent award-winning projects and initiatives 
were added, highlighting the mission and vision of social 
responsibility.
•Preservation of Core Content: All original chapters have been 
retained, ensuring the document remains true to its foundational 
values.

ACSR Charter Taskforce aimed 
to create a contemporary, 
accessible, and impactful 

document that will serve future 
generations effectively.
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Originally established in 2015,

the ACSR Charter has served as 
the guiding principle for all ACSR

activities. 

Recognizing the need for a more 
engaging and adaptable version 

for the younger generation, 

the revised edition now includes:

• Colour coding

• Short notes

• Infographics

• Updated examples

• Enhanced graphical 
representation
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A dedicated task force of 13 members 

developed the revised Charter, which was 
subsequently approved by the 

Presidents of ARCASIA's
member institutes.
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ADVISORY TEAM
• Ar. Farhana Sharmin Emu, IAB - ACSR Chairperson 2024-2025

• Ar. Dr. Joseph Kwan MH, HKIA - Advisor
• Ar. Sudhir Balakrishnan, IIA - Advisor

• Ar. Dr. Norwina Mohd Nawawi, PAM – Advisor

GRAPHIC TEAM
• Ar. Fawad Suhail Abbasi, IAP

• Ar. IDr. Mumtazah Mustajab, PAM
• Ar. Primavera Desta, IAI

CONTENT TEAM
• Ar. Abhishek Gupta, IIA

• Ar. Nova Kristina, IAI
• Ar. Preethi Agrawal, IIA

• Ar. Sakib Ahsan Choudhury, IAB
• Ar. Sapumal Bandara, SLIA
• Ar. Vanessa Ledesma, UAP

MEMBERS OF ACSR
CHARTER TASKFORCE 
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Topic A: Architecture with Marginalized 
Communities
how and what ACSR under ARCASIA can do to be
with the marginalized community at large.

Topic B: Universal Design - Wellness Design
how and what ACSR under ARCASIA can do to
make their architects become more aware of
Universal - Wellness Design

FOCUS OF ACSR 2024-25 

Total Number of Institutes 17

Total Number of Representatives 19

Total Number of Observers 11
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Kabir, who is an architect and landscape architect by training, introduces 
himself as a community architect. He is the co-founder of 
Co.Creation.Architects (CCA) that works with human and non-human 
communities to co-create better built and natural habitats. His practice 
received the Aga Khan Award for Architecture and UIA 2030 Award in 2022 
for co-creation of Urban River Spaces in Jhenaidah, Bangladesh. He is a core 
team member of Platform of Community Action and Architecture (POCAA) 
and Community Architects Network (CAN). He teaches landscape and 
architecture at BRAC University. His fields of interests are ecological 
landscape, community-led housing and people-led city planning.

how and what ACSR under ARCASIA can do to be
with the marginalized community at large.

Khondaker Hasibul Kabir

Topic A: Architecture with Marginalized Communities
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• ACSR can Form a Regional Network of Community Architects
• Organize Co-creation Workshops in different scale with different 

groups
• Continuous engagement of academia and practice with the 

marginalized communities to address real problems and possibilities  
• Fellowship and mentorship program especially for the young 

professionals
• Sharing and exchange visits nationally and regionally 

KEY POINTS DISCUSSED
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• Don’t design for. Design with. Generally, we learn how to design for 
people. Design with people is a learnable skill too. 

• Don’t sort out everything with preconceived possibilities, engage with 
it. 

• “Trust that poor people can do it too!”
• The process must empower communities, not any individual, nor any 

professional institute.
• No design competitions for marginalized communities. 

KEY POINTS DISCUSSED
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ASA can host the forum or workshop along with 
site visit, close to what ACSR has discussed under 

Marginalized Community, 
And this can be arranged during 

ASA EXPO in April 29 ,2025

PROPOSAL FROM ASA
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Ar.Mumtazah, a Malaysian architect has designed and master planned 
several university campuses along with Condominiums, private homes and 
several university buildings. 

Her designs focus on Sustainability and Universal Design. Currently she is 
doing more research on Design for Special Needs focusing not only those 
with physical disabilities, but also for those with neurological disabilities, 
elderly and people with special needs, autism, conditions and requirement.

how and what ACSR under ARCASIA can do to
make their architects become more aware of
Universal - Wellness Design

Ar. Dr. Mumtazah Mustajab

Topic B: Universal Design - Wellness Design
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• DESIGN COMPETITION: U-WD Online Design Competition ONLINE 
LECTURE: U-WD Online/Physical Lecture Series 

• E-POSTERS: U-WD Awareness e-Posters 
• UD GUIDELINES: Compilation of Universal Design Guidelines from all 

countries
• WD GUIDELINES: Composing Wellness Design Awareness Guideline 

KEY POINTS DISCUSSED
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AHPG Symposium
The first-ever Heritage Symposium, organized by the ARCASIA Heritage Preservation 

Group (AHPG) under ACSR, took place at Mihikatha Medura, graciously hosted by the Sri 
Lanka Institute of Architects (SLIA).

Date: 18 January 2025

The event concluded with the official Handing Over of AHPG Chairmanship to Ar. 
Sapumal Bandara (SLIA) from Ar. Farhana Sharmin Emu
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keynote speeches: 

1. Prof Dr Ar Abu Sayeed M Ahmed 

Architect and architectural conservation specialist 

2.  Ashley De Vos
Architect, Archaeologist, Landscape Architect, Ecologist

Four country presentations:
1. Ar. Ken KC, Hong Kong Institute of Architects (HKIA)
2. Ar. Aimee Roslan, Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (PAM) 
3. Dr. Sajid Bin Doza, Institute of Architects Bangladesh(IAB)

4. Ar. Sapumal Bandara, Sri Lnaka Institute of Architects (SLIA)
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AHPG HERITAGE TOUR

The Heritage Tour, organized by the ARCASIA
Heritage Preservation Group (AHPG) under ACSR, 

was hosted by the Sri Lanka Institute of 
Architects (SLIA).

Date: 19 January 2025

7.30 am Departure from Hotel 

10.30 am 10.30 AM - Galle Maritime Museum - History of Galle
https://maps.app.goo.gl/aP6BYySKnGBMSfxC6
Galle Fort Tour

10.50 am Open Yard Infront of fort complex
11.00 am Old Dutch hospital turned into a Shopping Complex
11.30 am Roaming around ramparts of Galle
12.40 am Exit from Galle fort
12.50 am Getting into Closenberg hotel for Sri Lankan Traditional lunch

https://maps.app.goo.gl/nNSVYFeR188tWF9H9

2.45 pm Back to Colombo
5.15 pm Visit independence square

https://maps.app.goo.gl/6wuFyG1ZbFmyzyVb9
5.35 pm Visit Arcade independence square shopping complex 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/bKpuYHr43ykCn47Y7

5.55 pm visit race course and shopping complex 
https://maps.app.goo.gl/Gau3ZBYJEfvj6hQo9

6.15 pm Visit old Dutch hospital
https://maps.app.goo.gl/QFrn9wFq6pnxE4SR9?g_st=ac

7.00 pm Arrival at The Hotel

The engaging discussion focusing on:

• Adaptive Reuse through Conservation: 
Appropriate Case Studies

• Conservation Techniques and Guidelines 
in Practice

• Preservation of Historic Urban Landscape
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TASKFORCE A 

Architecture with Marginalized 
Communities

TASKFORCE B 

Universal - Wellness Design
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UPDATE FROM TASKFORCE A

​Asia, 
home to approximately 4.6 billion people, is marked by significant social and economic disparities.While
exact numbers are difficult to ascertain, it's evident that a substantial portion of Asia's population faces 

systemic marginalization.

Workshop on 
“Architecture with 

Marginalized Communities”

ACSR members collectively emphasized the importance of fostering 
inclusivity within ARCASIA by recognizing and promoting architects 
who are engaged in impactful work with marginalized communities

across Asia.
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LIST OF ATTENDEES

ZONE C 

ZONE B 5 ACSR CHAIRS 

ZONE A 
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PRESENTERS 

SCHEDULE OF THE WORKSHOP 
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INTRODUCTION AT ASA OFFICE



44th COUNCIL MEETING | 15 & 16 January 2025 | Colombo, SRI LANKA
UPDATE FROM SITE 01
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UPDATE FROM SITE 02
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UPDATE FROM SITE 03
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UPDATE FROM SITE 04
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PANEL DISCUSSION & CERTIFICATE
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UPDATE FROM TASKFORCE AGENERAL INTEGRATED FINDINGS

This initiative marks a critical step 
towards building a more inclusive and 

socially conscious architectural 
community under the ARCASIA umbrella.
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This phase has provided 
participants with 

direct, immersive 
experiences into the work 
of architects in Thailand 

who are engaged with 
marginalized communities. 

Attendees has explored 
methodologies, design 

processes, and the 
tangible social impacts 

of community-centered
architectural practices.

PHASE ONE
On-site Exploration

April 26-29 ,2025

Upon returning to their home 
countries, 

participants will connect with 
local architects involved in 

similar work from their context.

They will gather case studies, 
methodologies, and 

community impacts to be 
shared in an online platform. 

This phase aims to build a 
knowledge base and foster a 

transnational network of 
architects working with 

marginalized communities.

E- PUBLICATION

PHASE TWO
Online Knowledge Sharing

June -July ,2025

The final phase will aim to 
involve young architects, 

preferably through the ACYA
(ARCASIA Committee of 

Young Architects), in 
spreading the acquired 

knowledge. 

This will help raise 
awareness, inspire interest, 

and nurture a new 
generation of socially 
responsible architects 

across the region.

PHASE THREE
Youth Engagement and 

Knowledge Dissemination
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UPDATE FROM TASKFORCE A

THE 21ST ASIAN CONGRESS OF ARCHITECTS 

Architects as Good Citizens: Social Outreach Round Table

TENTATIVE PROGRAM SCHEDULE
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UPDATE FROM TASKFORCE A

Selection Criteria for the Three Presentations

Exhibition 
Request by 
ACSR

Evaluation of Impact and Participation
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UPDATE FROM TASKFORCE B

Proposal 1: 
UD-WD Online 
Design Competition

ACSR _ACSR CROSS-
COMMITTEE ROUND 
TABLE (CCRT MEETING 
2023)
1 & 2 DECEMBER  2023,
BRUNEI

TASKFORCE B 
Universal - Wellness Campaign Program

This proposed collaboration aims to leverage         
ACAE's expertise in architectural education and    

ACSR's focus on social responsibility to create a 
meaningful learning experience for architectural 

students and future young architects.
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PROPOSAL 01

STUDENT DESIGN COMPETITION FOR INCLUSIVE 
AND SUSTAINABLE ARCHITECTURE

Proposed a student design competition aimed at fostering creativity 
and innovation among architecture students in addressing societal 
needs through architecture. This competition focuses on the following:

1. Promoting Universal Design

2. Enhancing Health & Wellness

The winning design will be constructed as a public-use facility, 
emphasizing simplicity and cost-effectiveness.  This will be a 
collaboration effort between ACSR & ACAE.

RATIONALE FOR COLLABORATION:
1. A Sequel of the ACSR-ACAE Agreement: 

Since the agreement has been made in ARCASIA meeting in Brunei 
last December 2023, this would be one of the best projects to 
collaborate and implement.

2. Comprehensive Approach
By combining ACSR's focus on social responsibility with ACAE's
expertise in architectural education, we can create a comprehensive 
approach to teaching inclusive and sustainable design principles.

3. Capacity Building
This collaboration will help build the capacity of architecture students 
and educators to integrate social responsibility into their design 
processes.

4. Networking Opportunities
Collaborative projects and workshops will provide networking 
opportunities for students, educators, and professionals interested in 
inclusive and sustainable design.

5. Knowledge Sharing
ACSR can share real-world case studies and best practices with ACAE, 
enriching the educational experience for students and educators.

6. Promoting Innovation
This collaboration will encourage innovation in architectural education 
and practice, leading to more creative and impactful design solutions

1. Promote Design Excellence Encourage students 
to develop innovative and sustainable 
architectural solutions.

2. Educational Experience Provide students with a 
practical learning experience that addresses real-
world challenges.

3. Community Impact Create designs that positively 
impact marginalized communities and promote 
social inclusion.

4. Professional Development Offer students a 
platform to showcase their talents and gain 
recognition in the field of architecture.

OBJECTIVES
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PROPOSED WEBINAR SERIES 

The primary objective of the proposed webinar series is to equip participants with the 
necessary knowledge and understanding of Universal Design, Wellness Design, 
Sustainability, and considerations for Marginalised Communities. 

This preparatory series aims to ensure that competitors are well-informed and better 
prepared to develop innovative and impactful design solutions for the competition.
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1. Concept Development:

o Define the competition's theme, objectives, and criteria focusing on 
inclusivity and sustainability.

o Ensure the theme aligns with Universal Design principles and SDGs.

2. Guideline Preparation:

o Develop detailed guidelines and requirements for the competition 
submissions, emphasizing accessibility and sustainable design 
elements.

3. Partnership and Sponsorship:

o Identify and secure partnerships with organizations and companies that 
support inclusivity and sustainability.

o Seek sponsorship to provide funding for prizes, event logistics, and 
marketing.

4. Promotion and Outreach:

o Develop and implement a promotional strategy to reach out to 
architecture schools, students, and professionals across the ARCASIA
region.

o Use social media, newsletters, and ARCASIA's network to spread 
awareness about the competition.

5. Judging Panel:

o Select and invite experts in Universal Design, sustainability, and social 
responsibility to join the judging panel.

o Ensure the panel includes diverse representation to provide 
comprehensive evaluations.

6. Evaluation Criteria:

o Establish clear evaluation criteria that reflect the competition's focus on 
inclusivity and sustainability.

o Provide training or guidelines to judges on these criteria.

7. Event Organization:

o Plan and coordinate the logistics for the competition events, including 
submission deadlines, judging timelines, and award ceremonies.

o Organize workshops or webinars related to Universal Design and 
sustainability as part of the competition activities.

8. Feedback and Mentorship:

o Arrange for feedback sessions where participants can receive 
constructive criticism on their designs.

o Set up mentorship opportunities with experts in the field to guide 
participants in refining their designs.

ACSR SCOPE OF WORK 
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1. Engagement with Educational Institutions:

o Coordinate with architecture schools and universities to encourage student 
participation.

o Integrate the competition into academic curricula or as a part of design studio 
projects.

2. Curriculum Development:

o Develop educational resources and modules on inclusive and sustainable 
architecture to support students in their competition entries.

o Provide faculty with materials and guidance to incorporate these themes into their 
teaching.

3. Workshops and Seminars:

o Organize preparatory workshops and seminars on Universal Design and 
sustainability for participating students.

o Invite experts to deliver lectures and conduct interactive sessions.

4. Resource Provision:

o Provide access to resources such as research papers, case studies, and design tools 
that support inclusive and sustainable architecture.

o Create a repository of relevant materials accessible to all participants.

5. Competition Administration:

o Handle the administrative aspects of the competition, including registration, 
submission management, and communication with participants.

o Ensure that all submissions meet the competition guidelines and requirements.

6. Student Support:

o Offer support services to students, such as Q&A sessions, forums for discussion, 
and one-on-one guidance from faculty or professionals.

o Establish peer review systems where students can give and receive feedback on 
their designs.

7. Assessment and Feedback:

o Collaborate with ACSR to review and assess competition entries based on the 
established criteria.

o Facilitate feedback loops where students can learn from the assessment results.

8. Publication and Dissemination:

o Publish the winning entries and notable designs in academic journals, ARCASIA
publications, and online platforms.

o Promote the competition results and the importance of inclusive and sustainable 
design in architectural education and practice.

ACAE SCOPE OF WORK 
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TIMELINE OF THE ONLINE COMPETITION
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Proposal 2: 
Compilation / Library of 
Universal - Wellness 
Design Guidelines

TASKFORCE B 
Universal - Wellness Campaign Program
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TASKFORCE B 
Universal - Wellness Campaign Program

Rationale 
The purpose of this initiative is to establish a shared pool of 
design guidelines to serve as a reference for all member 
institutes. By gathering these documents, we can create a 
resource that enables members to: 
Access best practices in Universal and Wellness Design from 
different regions. 
Support member countries that do not yet have formalized 
guidelines by providing reference materials. 
Learn from each other’s experiences to improve architectural 
design and potentially influence government policies. 
Encourage inclusivity, awareness, and the adoption of these 
essential design principles. 

Expected Outcomes 
Architects across ARCASIA member countries will gain 
insight into various strategies and concerns addressed 
by different governments and institutions. 
Member institutes will have access to a shared 
reference document, which can assist in developing and 
refining their own guidelines. 
Countries without existing Universal Design and 
Wellness Design regulations can use these references to 
advocate for the introduction and establishment of such 
policies. 

Objective 
The goal of this compilation is to create 
a collaborative database of regional, 
national, and local-level policies and 
guidelines related to Universal Design 
and Wellness Design, as well as any 
other design guidelines incorporating 
relevant clauses. 

Request for Submission 
We kindly request each member institute to share copies of the following: 
Universal Design Guidelines (if available) 
Wellness Design Guidelines (if available) 
Any other relevant design guidelines that include provisions related to 
Universal Design or Wellness Design. 
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ARCASIA COMMITTEE ON 

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

ACSR

"Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much." 
- Helen Keller

THANK YOU
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