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As we architects transit out of the covid period, we are now facing another pandemic. 
Students of Architecture, no longer find the Architecture profession to be lucrative or noble enough to sustain their interest in it. They are looking towards their counterparts in the IT sector and construction sector where quick money can be earned. That can be called attrition or diversification into different professions. The other problem is that of talent development in a student of architecture after he she joins the office. It is assumed that they no more require knowledge and now they have to make a quick fortune. 
The quality of Architecture students have deteriorated especially after computer drafting which makes them loose touch with the real experience of scale and proportion. Everything is zoomed in or zoomed out. Copy paste has become an internationally accepted norm everywhere and no more is design sacred as it was before. That sense of belongingness to a design has been lost.
Developers are exploiting this change in the Design Environment as they are employing young architects to standardize certain designs so that they can avoid huge design costs in their projects. Softwares are becoming more intelligent to take care of many personal tasks out of the project. 
Architecture Colleges no more are getting committed teachers who would spend some of their time in research and development of the building industry. It is left to architectural organizations like ours to explore innovations and spread new techniques of work into the practice field. So, the teachers are no more like mentors or Gurus to their students and treat their job like any other 9 to 5 corporate job. The outcome is there for us to see. In many places colleges have become money making machines and are not interested in the quality of teaching or students coming out of them.
The above statements are not the views of the author of this Theme, but the laments heard by him from various architectural circles. What was a humming sound before Covid has suddenly become a loud noise today affecting everyone in the profession. The foundations of various apex architecture governing bodies are being shaken, with other professions challenging the position of an Architect in a project.
So, what do we members of the Professional Practice committee feel. Are the above thoughts real or are they just a figment of someone’s imagination ? Do we need to figure out solutions for the sustenance of the Profession? Are we looking at a future where Architects will become redundant and Artificial Intelligence (softwares) will take over. Is our Architectural Education system distancing itself from the Practicing Architects?
“Let’s share our country experience and put our heads together and see how we can figure out a solution to get the Profession into a safe place and in a more sustainable model.”
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