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BRIEF OVERVIEW OF SLIA 2021 / 2022 
The Sri Lanka Institute of Architects (SLIA) was formed on 17th September 1957, with a Constitution for
functioning on the model of the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA).

The Institute was incorporated under the “Sri Lanka Institute of Architects Law No. 1 of l976”,
enacted by the National State Assembly of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka .

The above Act was amended in l996 paving the way to create an Architects Registration Board with
powers to register persons qualified to practice the Profession of Architecture in Sri Lanka.

COMPOSITION OF THE COUNCIL

The Council consists of a total of (20) Twenty
Members comprising Eight (08) Office Bearers and
Four (04) Chairmen of Boards dealing with
Education, Professional Affairs, Publications and
Management; who are elected for a term of two
years whilst the balance members numbering eight
are elected each year. The present Council was
appointed in February 2021 and will be in office till
February 2022 but the office bearers will continue
until February 2023.

Archt. Russell Dandeniya, (FIA) President 

Archt. Veranjan Kurukulasuriya, (FIA) Immediate Past President

Archt. Rohana Bandara Herath, (FIA) Senior Vice President

Archt. Dilummini De Mel, (FIA) Vice President

Archt. Upendra Randeniya, (FIA) Hony. Secretary

Archt. Damith Premathilake, (AIA) Hony. Treasurer 

Archt.  Nandaka Jayasinghe, (AIA) Hony. Asst. Secretary

Archt. Peshali Perera, (FIA) Hony. Asst. Treasurer

THE OFFICE BEARERS FOR THE SESSIONS 
2021/2022 AND 2022/2023 

SLIA FLAG



CURRENT MEMBERSHIP STRENGTH  
(AS AT OCTOBER 2021)

TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP
The SLIA has seven categories of members namely,
Honorary Fellow, Fellow, Associate, Registered
Member, Graduate Member, Student Member, and
Honorary Member. The Fellows, Associates and the
Registered Members are the only Corporate
Members who have voting rights in the Institute. A
growth of 10 percent is recorded in comparison to the
previous year.

Category Number

Honorary Fellows
11

Fellow Members 139

Associate Members 1418

Registered Members
02

Graduate Members
87

Student Members
184

Honorary Members
05



ANNUAL SESSION 2020/21
Inauguration Ceremony
The Inauguration Ceremony was held on Wednesday the 17th February
2021 at 5.00 pm at the Balmoral of the Kingsbury Hotel Colombo. With
the COVID-19 pandemic situation as a hybrid event with participation
limited to 200. The Keynote address was delivered online, jointly by Ar.
Dr. Thana Chirapiwat and Ar. Tony Wong.

National Conference
With the current pandemic situation The Sri Lanka Institute of Architects
successfully conducted the first ever Architects National Conference in
Digital Platform on 18th February 2021.

Annual General Meeting
The SLIA AGM for Session 2020/21 was physically held on the 20th

February 2021 in 05 different locations with proceedings simultaneously
digitally transmitted to each venue in order to adhere to the government
health guidelines. The AGM was a great success with a total of over
500 participants and the appointment of new Council for Session
2022/23.



QUARTERLY GENERAL MEETINGS

The two Quarterly General Meetings during the Session 2020/21 under review
were held on the 16th July and 15th October 2021, all of which were e-meetings
under COVID restrictions, being part of a new normal experience. The online
facility enabled Members stationed outside Sri Lanka to participate in proceedings
which they considered a novel experience and sought for its continuance.

THE LAUNCH OF ARCHITECT VIRTUAL SESSION 2021 AND 
FELICITATION OF ARCHITECT 2020 SPONSORS  

The Architect Virtual Sessions 2021 Launch and felicitation of Architect 2020
sponsors was successfully concluded, due to the Covid-19 restrictions the event was
conducted via virtual platform.
The Architect Virtual Sessions 2021comprises of Virtual Exhibition, Trade Platform
and Mobile Application. The Virtual Exhibition is to be held 14th -18th December
2021.



Sri Lanka Government & SLIA (SLG 
& SLIA)- Joint Disaster Resilient 
Quick Constructible low cost model 
village 

Currently, the SLIA Disaster Assistance 
Unit is working jointly with the Ministry 
of Disaster Management and Ministry 
of Housing Authority towards the 
successful establishment of a 
“Government of Sri Lanka and SLIA 
Disaster Resilient Model Village” 
under the fund allocation from 
President fund for US $ 325,000.



TOILET BLOCKS FOR SCHOOLS

The scheme looks at creating a comfortable and pleasant
experience for students who make use of the toilets. A
functional approach of having a well-ventilated,
naturally lit building helps to maintain hygiene, with the
use of materials and efficient servicing facilitates for
easy maintenance.

The building is designed with the intention of
incorporating solar panels on the larger portion of the
roof; the building thereby tries to go beyond just being a
mere toilet block. Two layout options have been explored
allowing the orientation of the building to be changed
while modifying just the entrance portion.

The building is meant to be seamlessly incorporated, and
to thereby uplift the built fabric of existing needy schools.
The use of soft landscaping in the form of short trees and
flowering plants in the vicinity of the building facilitates
this further. Maintaining the plants and trees could be an
opportunity for students to get involved in a culture which
overflows on to the rest of the school and eventually
brings about a strong sense of belonging.



A CSR Project has been initiated by the SLIA –
Disaster Assistance Unit (DAU).

A blood donation campaign has been organized
for member of SLIA on 29th October 2021



SLIA BATIK COMPETITION
SLIA BATIK COMPETITION AND EXHIBITION WAS PLANNED TO BE HELD IN SEPTEMBER

SLIA launched a Batik Competition
organized by the Exhibition Committee
with the assistance of Ministry of Batik
and Cultural Affairs. Submissions have
been received and a Batik Exhibition to
showcase the submissions as well as the
Jury is being organized for the month
of December 2021.



DR. ROLAND SILVA’s BOOK LAUNCH

In keeping with the pledge given by him last January, to commemorate Dr. Roland Silva’s
illustrious life and his remarkable collection of works, President Archt. Veranjan Kurukulasuriya
promised to publish a book of Dr. Roland Silva within a year. Accordingly, on the 19th
January 2021 the launch of “Heritage Series Vol.1 by Roland Silva” was held at the
Kingsbury amidst a curtailed, but distinguished gathering. It is the first in a planned series of
12 volumes of Dr. Roland Silva’s writings, penned over a period of five decades

SLIA SPORTS
The SLIA Cricket Team beat the Doctors in the annual encounter between the two professions. It took place on the 6th of February
2021 at the Mercantile Grounds Colombo 7 for the 5th consecutive time. President and Council members of both SLIA and
SLMMA witnessed the match. SLIA won the champions trophy.
As envisaged to venture in to new areas in the sporting arena, the Rowing Practices for Architects have commenced.



ACSR COVID 19 TASK FORCE

President Archt. Russell Dandeniya as Chairman of the ACSR
Committee established a Covid-19 Task Force under his committee
and conducted a workshop on August 12th and a webinar on 21
November 2020 to formulate regional guidelines to overcome
and support the Pandemic situation. Archt. E A T Suresh and
Archt. Sapumal Bandara participated in the workshop. The ACSR
& AEA developed 13 guidelines from a research based program
of over 10 months during the pandemic. Hony. Assistant Secretary
Archt. Nandaka Jayasinghe and a committee prepared a
guidebook. Archt. Kosala Weerasekara represented the Country
and handled the entire graphics and also co-hosted the Webinar.
The support of Archt. Rasheed Rizwi, Mr. Pulasthi Handunge,
Archt. Shahdia Jamaldeen , Mr. Dihan Dhamika and Mr. Tharith
Arvinda was also commended.

The first copy of the booklet of the ARCASIA COVID-19
guidelines was hand over to the Hon. Prime Minister, Mahinda
Rajapaksa on 22nd February 2021.

The ARCASIA committee was highly appreciative of the Sri
Lankan input in this endeavour.



ARCASIA SPORTS FIESTA 2020
On behalf of ARCASIA (Architects Regional Council Asia), The Sports committee of Sri Lanka
institute of Architects (SLIA) has organized the Inaugural “ARCASIA Sports Fiesta” sports festival
in Sri Lanka, 13th to 17th of February 2020. There were over 150 participants have taken part
to the tournament from five different countries for sports of Cricket Golf and Badminton. Cricket
tournament has been held at Mercantile Cricket Association, CCC and DS Senanyake Grounds
while Golf took place at Shangri La, Hambantota and Badminton at Mercantile Badminton
Courts at the same time. The prime event of the ARCASIA sports fiesta 2020 was the Award
ceremony, which has been held on 17th of February at Cinnamon Lake side, Colombo. The guest
of honor of the event was the President ARCASIA Archt. Rita Soh and Chief Guest was A
legendary cricketer and former Sri Lankan National team Captain Mr. Mahela Jayawardhane.
“ARCASIA sports fiesta 2020” has organized by Chairman of the sports committee of SLIA
Archt. Damith Premathilake and his team, and it is considered as one of the highest succeeded
event in the year of 2020.



AWARDS 
SLIA ANNUAL AWARDS 

In coping with the present restrictive conditions, the Awards Committee launched
the first ever Online Web Portal to receive submission of entries for the SLIA
Annual Awards 2020/2021Cycle in September 2020. Its success was proved
with the receipt of a total of 50 entries in the categories Design, Colour, Young
Architect, Research and Publication. Moreover, the Web Portal provided the
adaptability of covering the entire jury process online - from the initial
submission to final jury selection. Ar. Rahul Mehrotra participated as the
International Juror with a panel of 7 local jurors. SLIA conducted shortlisted
nominee presentations forum very successfully with large audience of 30,000
online participants.

ASIA YOUNG DESIGNER AWARDS (AYDA)

For the first time a Sri Lankan student Mr. Chaminda Gawarammana from the
University of Moratuwa, received an Award for the Best Design Impact under the
Architecture Category at the AYDA Awards 2019.

The Asia Young Designer (AYDA) Awards Ceremony for Year 2021. The final jury
selection took place on 8th July 2021 at which Sri Lanka won two Awards.,
namely by Ironi Padmaperuma and Dilik Abeyakoon from the CSA



DESIGN COMPETITIONS
NESTLE DESIGN COMPETITION

The Design Competition for 3rd Party Locker Rooms at the Nestle Plant in Pannala was launched among the membership and the 
process completed.  Final jury selection was  concluded on 8th July 2021.



CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT - (CPD)
During the year 2020-2021 CPD activities were very much curtailed by the
‘Pandemic Lockdown.’ Six numbers of reading material was circulated among
members.

e - CPD 1

An exclusive CPD was held on the topic ‘How social justice can be brought to
the production of space in the city’. First by introducing reading material;
secondly recordings were uploaded followed by live broadcasting of
content as a Q & A Session continuing over 3 hours on 23rd September at 7.00
pm at the SLIA/Auditorium. All material was uploaded to the SLIA Website.
The topic ‘How social justice can be brought to the production of space in the
city’ included 18 numbers of speakers covering a vast array of topics from the
Policy Planning to Strategic Physical Planning to designing cities under the
theme of planning, urban design of Architecture.



CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT - (CPD)
A series of webinars are being held by the Boards and various committees of SLIA. To name a few – SLIA Marketing
Committee’s “Information Technology as a Tool for Architects to Work from Home”. BOM’s “ Introduction to the Online
Courses”. PAB’s “Adapting at Times of Challenges”. BAP’s “A Journey of Discovery – Imbalance in Knowledge Sharing &
Writing a Book on Geoffrey Bawa” and “Sinhala Writing” – A Guide to correct formal writing. Many other webinars are to
follow in due course to keep the membership updated



REGIONAL PROGRAMMES

In order to enhance awareness of the profession of architecture in the
regions, and to promote architects who practice in these regions an e-
meeting was held on 22nd March with a subsequent visit to the Region
by Vice President Archt. Dilummini De Mel and the Committee.
Preparations were being to put in place a regional event, with a
programme of work planned for the Anuradhapura region during the
month of May. A 3-page advertisement was placed in the regional
newspaper “Anuradhagrama”. It portrayed the Profession and the
activities of the Institute in relation to education, publications, CSR
projects etc. However, due to the current pandemic situation the
programme was postponed and Plan B on a virtual platform is being
worked out.



v The Annual Members Directory & Year Book 

v THE ARCHITECT” special edition ( 2 Volumes )

v A Quarterly Journal in Sinhala named “VASTU”

v SLIA Practice Manual

SLIA IS IN THE PROCESS OF DEVELOPING E-PUBLICATION 
PLATFORM



RESPONDING TO THE NEW-NORMAL 
REVISION OF REGULATIONS – e-MEETINGS

Progressive regulation changes were made to regularize discussions and
decisions taken at virtual and hybrid meetings (applicable for AGM’s,
QGM’s, SGM’s, Council and Committee Meetings.

ETHICAL MARKETING OF THE PROFESSION

Promoting Entrepreneurship through ethical marketing extending on to
social media.

ADOPTION OF ERP

In order to streamline activities and facilitate remote access SLIA has
taken steps to establish an ERP system which will kick in to action in
November 2021.

2021 DECLARED A DIGITAL YEAR

Due to Prevailing pandemic situation 2021 has been declared a digital 
year and measures taken to hold the Inaugural Virtual Sessions 



SLIA launched its first ever Virtual Sessions, comprising a Virtual Exhibition, Trade Platform and a Mobile app presented as
a total package to bridge the gap and lack of the physical exhibition. The payment gateway was opened on 1st October
with Media Awareness scheduled for early November and the Virtual Exhibition 14th-18th December 2021.

A virtual conference is also planned to be held in the Month of December, Chaired by Archt. Channa Daswatte

SRI LANKA INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
VIRTUAL SESSIONS  2021



WELFARE OF ARCHITECTS
PENSION SCHEME FOR PRIVATE PRACTITIONERS

Work is underway to implement the Pension Scheme for Private Practitioners.

SLIA BENEVOLENT FUND FOR SLIA MEMBERS

SLIA established a benevolent fund for its membership, modalities of benefit and replenishment and continued 
enhancement of the fund are currently being finalized  



MAKING ARCHITECTURE INCLUSIVE
SHORT TAKES FOR PUBLIC AWARENESS

A series of short presentations of members work on a common theme by 4 Architects with each presentation lasting 3 minutes 
is uploaded on to SLIA’s social media platform with an accompanying sponsor’s message lasting 20 seconds. 

A new series is uploaded every two weeks for which more presentations are lined up for uploading.  



EDUCATIONAL COURSES 

The course on Green & Sustainable Architecture
developed by Archt. Dr. Upendra Rajapaksha and
approved by UDA is to be commenced shortly.
Also, an English Course on Professional
Communication for Architects for which the
modalities have been worked out. Anticipated to
commence in the month of May it was postponed
due to the prevailing Covid situation to commence
in July. It will be a 12 weeks course meant for a
total of 30 participants and is expected to
encompass develop skills in Presentation, Public
Speaking and Personal Grooming. An
Archipreneur Programme is also planned and short
courses with ICOMAS on Architectural
Conservation & Architectural Restoration suited for
the Asian region are being finalized for
commencement.



SLIA ANNUAL AWARDS 2022
AWARDS 2022 TIMELINE
Announcement of the Award : 18th October 2021
Submissions Open : 20th October 2021
Submissions Close : 02nd January 2022
Technical Evaluation : 03rd – 05th January 2022
Jury : 06th – 13th January 2022
Announcement of shortlisted Nominees : 14th January 2022
Shortlisted nominee Presentation Forum : 28th January 2022
Final Jury : 10th February2022
Awards Ceremony (Inauguration Ceremony) : 16th February 2022

SLIA Annual Awards 2022 for Design, Colour, Young
Architect of the Year, Research & Publications were
published.

Additionally SLIA has introduces 3 new Award categories
Socially Responsible Architecture, Green & Sustainable
Architecture and Architectural Conservation.



PRACTICISING ARCHITECTS FORUM 

A SLIA committee on Heritage Preservation was set up recently a Inaugural meeting is to be scheduled
in the upcoming week.

FORMATION OF SLIA ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE PRESERVATION FORUM

The Committee has compiled a video clip for an Awareness Drive promoting architects and
architecture. The series will comprise of 15 videos and will be in Sinhala.



THANK YOU !


