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BRIEF HISTORY OF THE INSTITUTE

The history of the Indian Institute of Architects (IIA) is one of absorbing interest.

Unfolding over the years, it speaks in manifold aspects - of the struggles and influence

of architectural education from one solitary centre throughout India; of the rebirth

and youth of a profession which the Country had almost forgotten; of a struggle for

existence and the need to have the meaning and value of Architecture and

architectural service understood; of its attempts and experiments towards a new stage

in the architecture of the country. In the Renaissance or reawakening of India, the

Institute has its due place in the sphere of Architecture.

Its history is also one of men with vision and ideals, men who had at heart the welfare

of the Profession of Architecture and who with such a goal helped lay and build the

foundations of an Architectural future fraught with the finest possibilities conceivable.

The Indian Institute of Architects (IIA) is the National body of Architects in the country.

Established on 12th May 1917, the Institute today has more than 21,700 members and

plays a major role in promoting the profession of architecture by organising and

uniting the Architects of India to promote aesthetic, scientific and practical efficiency

of the profession both in Practice and in Education
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CURRENT MEMBERSHIP STRENGTH

IIA’s membership strength is as follows:

 Honorary Fellows : 5

 Fellows :  1515

 Associates : 11,799

 Licentiates : 9

 Retired Fellows : 22

 Retired Associates :  55

 Retired Licentiate :  1

Total membership of the Institute as on date is 21,793. Which includes, 

13,328 Active members, 78 Retired members and  8,387 members who are inactive. 

Efforts are being made to reach out to them and re-activate their membership. 

BUDGET OF THE INSTITUTE

Institute prepares annual budget which reflects the policy and programs of the

institute besides the pattern of income and expenditure during the year.

Considering the major activities, the budget of the Institute has been divided into

two heads, viz., General & Examination.
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CHAPTERS OF IIA

In order to disseminate the activities every Indian State / Union Territory having an active

membership of 100 or more is allowed to form a “Chapter”. Further, every Indian City

having an active membership of 50 or more is allowed to form a “Centre” within the

administrative supervision of the Chapter. Cities with less than 50 active members are

also allowed to form a sub-centre. At present, we have 23 Chapters, 54 Centres and 18

Sub-centres.

Andhra Pradesh Chapter 

Assam Chapter

Bihar Chapter 

Chandigarh Chapter 

Chhattisgarh Chapter 

Goa Chapter 

Gujrat Chapter 

Haryana Chapter

Himachal Pradesh Chapter 

Jharkhand Chapter

Karnataka Chapter 

Kerala Chapter 

Madhya Pradesh Chapter 

Maharashtra Chapter 

Northern Chapter 

Odisha Chapter 

Punjab Chapter

Rajasthan Chapter 

Tamil Nadu Chapter 

Telangana Chapter

Uttar Pradesh Chapter 

Uttarakhand Chapter

West Bengal Chapter 
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AGM / CONGRESS OF THE INSTITUTE

The General Body Meetings of the Institute are held at the commencement and end of

the Term and at the Six Months interval in between at the Head Quarters at Mumbai

and at the National Conventions. Similar Meetings are also held at the Chapter and

Centre/Sub-centre levels. Special General Body Meetings are also held, keeping in

view the importance of the issues to be discussed.

Council Meeting

The Council of the Institute meets once in two months. Chapters, Centres and Sub-

centres also hold periodic meetings as defined in the rules governing them.

Office Bearers Meeting

The Office Bearers of IIA meet once in a month to take policy decisions and to

dispose off important issues. Similar meetings are also held at every Chapter and

Centre across the country.

Open Forum

“OPEN FORUM” is held during the Annual Conventions and Young Architects

Festivals of the Institute in order to source the views of members on important issues

and challenges facing the profession and professionals in the regions and the country.
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LEGAL STATUS OF THE INSTITUTE

The Indian Institute of Architects is registered under the Indian Societies Registration

Act XXI of 1860 as a voluntary organization of Architects.

LEGAL STATUS OF THE ARCHITECT IN THE COUNTRY

The title “ARCHITECT” is protected under the central Act of “Indian Architects Act

1972”. The registration under the Act entitles the Architects to use the title

Architect. However, the Act does not protect the practice which is left to the State

and local Acts/Rules.

REGISTRATION AUTHORITY FORARCHITECTSINTHE COUNTRY:

The Registration authority for Architects is Council of Architecture (COA) created

under the, Indian Architects Act, 1972”.

INTERNATIONAL AFFILIATIONS OF THE INSTITUTE:

In order to have wider connotations and universal brotherhood, The Institute is 

affiliated to number of international organizations including:

 Union International des Architects (UIA) 

 Architects Regional Council Asia (ARCASIA) 

 South Asian Association for Regional Co-operation of Architects (SAARCH)
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MAJOR EVENTS / PROGRAMMES

 IIA NATIONAL CONVENTION

was held at Bhubaneswar, Odisha in December 2017 - Theme - “Architectural Footprints

Impact on Cities”. The event was attended by about 1000 participants including more than

500 Architects from across the country. During the event, a Memorandum of Understanding

for Bi-lateral Cooperation was signed with Societies of Nepalese Architects (SONA).
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MAJOR EVENTS / PROGRAMMES

 IIA PREMIER LEAGUE

(IIA-PL) Season 7 was held from 3rd to 6th January, 2018 at Ahmedabad hosted by IIA Gujarat

Chapter and IIA Ahmedabad Centre. While cricket was the focus of the event in which all the

Chapters participated enthusiastically, other games and sports like table tennis, badminton,

swimming, etc. also attracted significant participation both from the ladies and gentlemen of

the Institute
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MAJOR EVENTS / PROGRAMMES

 ASIAN CONGRESS OF ARCHITECTURE (ACA) 18

Asian Congress of Architecture for the year 2018 hosted by the Japanese Institute of

Architects in Tokyo, Japan from 10th – 14th September 2018. ACA 18 was aimed at

promoting discourse on environment and the role of architects within the ARCASIA

regions and beyond
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MAJOR EVENTS / PROGRAMMES

 IIA Premier League – IIAPL season 8 – A domestic Cricket, Badminton & Table

Tennis , was held from 26th to 29th January, 2019 at Bhopal, which was hosted by IIA

Madhya Pradesh Chapter & IIA Bhopal Centre.
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MAJOR EVENTS / PROGRAMMES

 ACSR (Arcasia Committee on Social Responsibility) Round Table

Conference , was held on 14th September, 2019 at Honk Kong organised by the Hong

Kong Institute of Architects. Ar. Manguesh Prabhugaonkar represented Indian Institute

of Architects for this Round table Conference.

 IIA Premier League..
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MAJOR EVENTS / PROGRAMMES

 IIA National Awards For Excellence In Architecture 2018, was held on 3rd & 4th

Oct, 2019 at Trivandrum, Kerala. There were 13 Categories to participate. and received 515

entries for this prestigious awards. With the help of renowned Architect’s Jury declared

following awards:

CATEGORIES WINNER COMMENDATION

1 PUBLIC / INSTITUTIONAL AR. BAKIR ZAFAR &  Late. NOOR ABOOJIWALA AR. BIJOY RAMACHANDRAN      

2 INDUSTRIAL / INFRA STRUCTURE AR. CHISTOPHER CHARLES BENNINGER

3 SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE AR. ARJUN RAJAN & AR. ARCHANA R.

4 LANDSCAPE
AR. SUJATA C. HINGORANI

AR. MOHANDAS P.

5 INTERIOR RESIDENTIAL AR. PINKISH SHAH

6 INTERIOR NON RESIDENTIAL
AR. VIVEK SINGH RATHORE

AR. AMIT AURORA

7 RESIDENTIAL A AR. VERENDRA WAKHLOO

8 UNBUILT AR. MADHUSHITHA C.A

9 RESIDENTIAL B AR. SWAPNIL VALVATKAR

10 COMMERCIAL AR. NARAYAN MOORTHY

11 CONSERVATION AR. SIDHARTHA TALWAR & ANUBHAV GUPTA

12 HOSPITALITY AND RECREATION AR. MADHAV JOSHI

13 RESEARCH AR. SHILPA SHARMA 
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MAJOR EVENTS / PROGRAMMES

 IIA National Awards For Excellence In Architecture 2018..
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MAJOR EVENTS / PROGRAMMES

 World Architecture Day – World Architecture Day was celebrated on 12th

October, 2019 at Raipur by IIA Raipur Centre, Chhattisgarh.
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AWARDS OF THE INSTITUTE

A number of awards are given by the Institute for achievements made in Architectural

Education and Profession including:

- GOLD MEDALS

 IIA Baburao Mhatre Gold Medal is awarded to a distinguished Architect or a

person of Science and Letters who has produced works, which promote of

facilitate the knowledge of Architecture or the various branches of science

connected therewith.

 IIA Madhav Achwal Gold Medal is awarded to an eminent educationist who has

dedicated his life and made a lasting contribution to the cause of Architectural

Education and service to the community.

- OTHER AWARDS

 IIA Awards for Excellence in Architecture in various categories

 For significant contribution made by Chapters / Centres / Sub-Centres

 Best Newsletter Award

 Outstanding Member of the Year

IIA Examination:
The Indian Institute of Architects conducts examination leading to award of

Associate membership of the Institute. The Associate Membership of the

Indian Institute of Architects (by examination) is at par with “Bachelor of

Architecture” degree of a recognized Indian Universities as notified by the

Government of India for the purpose of employment and services under

Central Govt. in appropriate field.
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KEY ISSUES BEFORE THE PROFESSION

 Research & documentation of studies in architecture, environment and human
settlements, ecology and housing for the poor.

 Absence of uniformity in administrative rules, building regulations and sanctioning
procedures at various city/town planning authorities and corporations in the Country.

 Strengthening of interactive dialogue with architectural education regulatory authorities
in the country such as CoA, AICTE, UGC, Universities and the Ministry of Human Resource
Development.

 Lack of “social security” and “group insurance” facilities for architects in the country.

 Growth of architectural schools and decline in the number of aspirants for admission to
architecture institution.

 Involvement of the Institute in the welfare of the marginalized sections of the society
living in urban squatter settlements.

 Depleting skills of traditional artisans of building industry.

 Reaching out to rural populace of the country

RESOURCES OF THE INSTITUTE

 The major contributors to the Financial Resources of the Institute include:
 Annual Subscription of the Members.
 Endowment and Donations.
 Funds generated through various Conventions, Conferences & Exhibitions.
 Sponsorships received from various government departments and contributions

from the industry for various activities of the Institute.

IIA PUBLICATION
The Journal managed by an Editorial Board appointed by the Council for a term of two years. 

The Institute publish a  monthly Journal i.e. Journal of The Indian Institute of Architects (JIIA), 

in both printed and e-formats.
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