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BRIEF HISTORY

The Sri Lanka Institute of Architects (SLIA) was formed on 17t September 1957, with
a Constitution for functioning on the model of the Royal Institute of British Architects
(RIBA). The Institute was incorporated under the “Sri Lanka Institute of Architects Law
No. 1 of 19767, enacted by the National State Assembly of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka . The above Act was amended in 1996 paving way for the
creating an Architects Registration Board with powers to register persons qualified to
practice the Profession of Architecture in Sri Lanka.



THE COUNCIL - SESSION 2015 / 2016
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COMPOSITION OF THE COUNCIL

The Council consists of a total of (20) Twenty Members comprising Eight (08) Office Bearers
and Four (04) Chairman of Boards dealing with Education, Professional Affairs Publications
and Management; who are elected for a term of two years whilst the balance members
numbering eight are elected each year.



The Office Bearers for the sessions
2015/2016 and 2016/2017

Archt. Harsha Fernando, FIA (SL) President

Archt. Prof Chitra Weddikkara FIA (SL) Immediate Past President

Senior Vice President

Archt. D H Wijewardena FIA (SL)

Archt. S N B Gomez, FIA (SL) Vice President

Archt. Russell Dandeniya FIA (SL) Honorary Secretary
Archt. Veranjan Kurukulasuriya FIA (SL) - Honorary Treasurer
Archt. Dilummini de Mel, AIA (SL) - Honorary Assistant Secretary

Archt. Salinda Rathugama, AIA (SL) - Honorary Assistant Treasurer



3.0 CURRENT MEMBERSHIP STRENGTH UP TO 1st OCTOBER 2015
TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP

The SLIA has seven categories of members namely, Honorary Fellow, Fellow,
Associate, Registered Member, Graduate Member, Student Member, and
Honorary Member. The Fellows, Associates and the Registered Members
are the only Corporate Members who have voting rights in the Institute.

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP (AS AT OCTOBER 2015)

Honorary Fellows

Fellow Members
Associate Members
Registered Members
Graduate Members
Student Members

Honorary Members




4.0 BUDGET OF THE INSTITUTE

The funds of the Institute are collected from the following sources.

4.1 Annual Subscription from Members.
4.2 Annual Exhibition (Trade and Products)
4.3 Regular Donors and Sponsors.

The expenditure of the Institute is authorized at the Procedure Committee and ratified by
Council. The annual accounts audited by a private Audit Firm are presented to the General
Body at the Annual General Meeting and are ratified by the Membership.

5.0 CHAPTERS AND BRANCHES

SLIA has one Regional Chapter namely, Central Province (Kandy) which is currently in
operation.



6.0 GENERAL MEETINGS

6.1 Quarterly General Meetings

The SLIA has three Quarterly General Meetings of the General Body, held in May, August and
November of each year. Major issues and resolutions are taken up and passed at these
Quarterly General Meetings.

6.2 Annual General Meeting and Annual Sessions
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The AGM and Annual Sessions are held in February each year. To coincide with this a National
Conference on Architecture, an Exhibition of Members’ Works and a Trade Exhibition which is the
largest Exhibition in the Building Industry of the Country are also held.



7.0 CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT (CPD) PROGRAMMES AND
WORKSHOPS

CPD’s are held 3 to 4 times each year. Additionally workshops on subjects of topical interest to
Members are also conducted.

Two main CPD’s and a mini CPD was held on the following titles in 2015, up to the present.

7.1 Mini CPD on “Building Information Modeling and use of Revit as a Tool of
BIM" on 11" June, 2015.

Main CPDs on “Land Slides and Cut Slope Failures: The Design Challenge" on 27t August 2015
and another on 6" November 2015 titled: “Making it Relevant to Future Generations: Sustainable
Heritage Management in the Sultanate of Oman”.

SLIA also liaised with Toastmasters International and held a Toastmasters Speech Craft
Programme which consisted of ten sessions
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7.2 SLIA — Sustainable Performance Evaluation Criteria Index (SPECI)

The Building Performance Index, a certification system which is to be used both for old
buildings as well as those recently constructed, was launched and two members of SLIA
carried out a survey of two buildings identify by SLIA using the building performance index in
order to identify whether the buildings conform to the expected standards. The survey was
completed recently.

8.0 REGISTRATION AUTHORITY OF ARCHITECTS - THE ARCHITECTS
REGISTRATION BOARD (ARB)

The Registration Authority for the Architects to practice the profession in Sri Lanka — The
Architects Registration Board was established under the provision of Sri Lanka Institute of
Architects Amendment Act No 14 in 1996. The Act requires and mandates persons who are
eligible to practice the Profession of Architecture in Sri Lanka to register themselves under the
ARB. There are three categories of Registration — namely ‘Chartered Architects’, ‘Architects’,
and ‘Architectural Licentiates’. The Chartered Architects are members of SLIA, other two
categories are for non members.

Currently over 1116 persons are Registered in the Board as at 15t October 2015. The Board is
chaired by a Past President of the Institute. The current Chairman is Past President Ar. Ranjan
Nadesapillai. The names of members registered under the ARB are annually published in the
government gazette. The ARB issues official rubber stamps annually to all members registered
under the Board.



9.0 INTERNATIONAL AFFILIATIONS OF THE INSTITUTE

The SLIA is a Member of the following International Architectural Organizations.

(@) UIA

(b) CAA

©) ARCASIA
(d) SAARCH

10.0 SLIA REPRESENTATION IN ABOVE INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS

10.1 Commonwealth Association of Architects (CAA)

Past President SLIA Ar. Rukshan Widyalankara holds the current year as well.
Past President SLIA Ar. Jayantha Perera holds the office of Chair Communication CAA and Past

President Ar. Chandana Edirisuriya is Chair Practice for Session 2016-2019.



SLIA Members attended the CAA Golden Jubilee Celebrations hosted by RIBA 15t — 18" June
2015. President, Immediate Past President and Senior Vice President were the official
delegates of SLIA. An SLIA tour of Ireland, Scotland, Wales and England was arranged to
coincide with the CAA event. 25 SLIA Members participated in the tour, of whom 18 attended
the Conference as well. SLIA provided an interest free loan of Rs:250,000/= each to 17
members amounting to Rs: 4.25 million, deductible in 10 monthly installments commencing
July 2015.

SLIA nominated members to the various Committees/working groups of CAA following the
discussion held at the General Assembly in London:-

Working group on Education — Archt. Prasanna Silva

Working group on Socially Responsible Architecture — Archt. Harsha Fernando
Working group on Designing City Resilience — Archt. Janaka Dharmasena
Validation Committee including Ex Com — PP Archt. Jayantha Perera

Additionally IPP Archt. Prof. Chitra Weddikkara has been nominated by SLIA as Alternate Vice
President Asia Region.

10.2 South Asian Association of Architects (SAARCH)

The SLIA is a founder Member of SAARCH, which was formed in Colombo in 1991. India,
Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh, Maldives, Bhutan, and Sri Lanka are the member Countries.



Archt. Mihindu Keerthiratne, Past President of SLIA was the founder Chairman of SAARCH
from 1991 to 1995, Past President Archt. V. N. C. Gunasekera, was the Chairman from 1998 —
2002 and Past President Archt. Jayantha Perera is the current Immediate Past President of
SAARCH

10.3 International Union of Architects (UIA)

The SLIA is also a Member of UIA. Past President Archt. Jayantha Perera serves as the
Director for the UIA Work Programme Responsible Architecture.

10.4 Architects Regional Council Asia (ARCASIA)

The SLIA is a founder Member of ARCASIA. The late Archt. Lala Adithiya was the Chairman of
ARCASIA from 1983 - 1984. Archt. Deshabandu’ Surath Wickramasinghe was the Chairman of
ARCASIA from 1997-1999. Prof. Lakshman Alwis was Chairman Zone C 2001/2002.

Archt. Dr. Locana Gunaratne was the Founder Chairman of ACAE from 1985-1988 and Archt.
Prof. Lakshman Alwis was the Chairman of ACAE in the years 1994 — 1996. Archt. L.T.
Kiringoda was the Deputy Chairman (Professional) of ACAE -2002-2003. Past President Archt.
Jayantha Perera was the Chairman of ACAE in 2005-2006 and also served as Deputy
Chairman Zone A in 2009-2010.



11.0 PUBLICATIONS
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11.1 The Annual Members Directory & Year Book published in February each year, has been
given a new look in a New Format. The book contains information of SLIA members and
practices.

11.2 “THE ARCHITECT?” is a quarterly English Publication circulated locally and
internationally, with a complete new look.

11.3 A Quarterly Journal in Sinhala “VASTU” reaches the majority of the vernacular
speaking population.

11.4 Information on the events and decisions of the Council are conveyed to the members
through the news letter “HERALD”.

11.5 “BUILT ENVIRONMENT” is a bi-annual internationally referred Scientific Journal
currently Volume 3 issue 4 is at the finalization stage.



11.6 SLIA Practice Manual

The Professional Affairs Board of SLIA is in the process of expanding its
Professional Pracics Manua existing 02 volumes of practice manuals. The new edition of volume 1 will

Volume 1

Include both office as well as project practices and will be published as
“Managing a Practice”. The Volume 2 “Standard Forms” will include only
forms used for office and project practices

11.7 Student Internship Programme

Student internship programme is ensured by the requirement of practical training obtained under
a Chartered Architect and monitored by the BAE for either 2 years (fulltime) or 2 years part
time+1 year full time depending on the full time / part time nature of the architectural programme.

11.8 The BAE has now implemented the new Training Experience Record
Book (TERB) of which the purpose is to give employers and trainees
necessary guidance and directions to fulfill the training requirements set out
by SLIA as partial requirements to sit the examinations and to obtain
memberships.

This Record Book directly indicates the exposure levels required for various phases of the design
and building process. It also requires detailed records by the candidates and integrates the
concept of employment ‘mentor’, as being a chartered architect in that particular practice
responsible for the training of the student, and acts as his guiding light.



12.0 MAJOR ACTIVITIES DURING THE SESSION 2015/16.

12.1 Architect 2015

The Inauguration Ceremony was held on 17" February 2015 at the Main Assembly Hall, BMICH.
Hon. Rauff Hakeem Minister of Urban Development, Drainage & Water Supply was the Chief
Guest on the occasion since His Excellency Maitripala Sirisena President of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka who was invited to grace the occasion of Chief Guest, left on a
visit to China. Hon. Sajith Premadasa, Minister of Housing & Samurdhi and Hon. Navin
Dissanayake, Minister of Tourism & Sports were the Guests of Honour. Archts. Glenn Murcutt of
Australia and Kengo Kuma of Japan provided brief introductory outlines of their work.

Around 1100 Members and distinguished invitees were present on the occasion. 68 new
Associate Members were presented with their scrolls of membership and 04 Members were
conferred the Fellow Membership.

The Theme for “Architect 2015” was “CONVERSATIONS WITH THE SKY’” It was held from
17t to the 22"d February 2015.



12.2  SLIA ANNUAL AWARDS

The following were presented with SLIA Annual Awards for Sessions 2015/2016 at the
Inauguration Ceremony.

DESIGN AWARDS Merit

Name Of Architect Category Name Of Project
Archt. Madhura Prematilleke, AIA (SL) Commercial Projects Anuradhapura Portal
Archt Sunil Gunawardena , AlA (SL) Leisure & Tourism 10" Post Pause
Archt S P Chandrakumara Personalized Housing Residence for

Fernando, AIA (SL) Mr. Fernando’s Family




PUBLICATION AWARD
Archt. Sumudu Athukorala AIA (SL)
ANNUAL PRODUCT AWARD

Merit
SMS Holdings (Pvt) Ltd.

BEST STALL DISPLAYING LOCAL PRODUCTS

Award of Excellence

Windows 4 U (Pvt) Ltd.

Orel Corporation (Pvt) Ltd.
ColourCon Roofing Tiles (Pvt) Ltd.

Award of Merit
Eco Solve (Pvt) Ltd.

BEST INNOVATIVE & INFORMATIVE TRADE STALLS

Award of Excellence

ColourCon Roofing Tiles (Pvt) Ltd.
Orel Corporation (Pvt) Ltd.

Free Lanka Granite (Pvt) Ltd.

Award of Merit
Ranjanas Ceramic (Pvt) Ltd.
Windows 4 U (Pvt) Ltd.

BEST TRADE STALL WITH INNOVATIVE
USE OF COLOUR

Award of Excellence
Not Awarded

Award of Merit

Free Lanka Granite (Pvt) Ltd.
Orel Corporation (Pvt) Ltd.
True Value Products (Pvt) Ltd.,

MOST ATTRACTIVE DISPLAY PANEL
(MEMBERS EXHIBITION)

Award of Excellence

Archt. Isurunath Bulankulama AIA (SL)

Award of Merit

D Plus Architects (Pvt) Ltd.

Zowa Architects (Pvt) Ltd.

Archt. Subash Shaminda Kuruvitge AIA (SL)
Tanya & Suren Wickremasinghe Architects (Pvt)

MOST INFORMATIVE PANEL
(MEMBERS EXHIBITION)

Award of Excellence
1 2 4 Design Ltd.




Award of Merit

Mano Ponniah Associates (Pvt) Ltd.
Design Alliance

MOST INNOVATIVE DISPLAY PANEL

Award of Excellence

Sunil Gunawardena Associates
Archt. Palinda Kannangara AlA (SL)
Defence Rute (Pvt) Ltd.

Orel Corporation (Pvt) Ltd

True Value Products (Pvt) Ltd.

THE BEST NEWSPAPER SUPPLEMENT
AWARDS WERE PRESENTED TO:-.

Sinhala Newspaper: - Rivira

Tamil Newspaper: - Express Newspapers
English Newspaper: - Daily News



12.3 National Conference 2015
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The National Conference 2015 was held at the Main Assembly Hall,
B.M.I.CH on 18" February 2015, the Theme being “Conversations with the
Sky”.

Presentations were made by Archts. Vinod Jayasinghe, Palinda
Kannangara, Philip Weeraratne, Hiranti Welandawe. The Foreign
Speakers at the Conference were Archt. Glen Murcutt of Australia, Archt.
Kengo Kuma of Japan, Archt. Bernard Khoury of Lebanon and Archt. Kevin .. - - . s
Low of Malaysia. -

s

The Conference was well attended with approximately 1000 participants
including delegates from India and Bangladesh, who arrived in Sri Lanka
solely for the Conference. Students of the University of Moratuwa and the
City School of Architecture were also present.

Archt. Peshali Perera Chaired the National Conference 2015 ably
supported by Archt. Madhura Prematilleke as Convenor.



12.4 Architect 2015 — Members’ and Trade Exhibition

The Exhibition Committee for Architect 2015 was chaired by VP Archt. D H Wijewardena. It was
concluded successfully with 294 trade Stalls all sold out and a demand for even more. The
iIncome received from the Trade Exhibition totalled Rs: 55,416,136/= Special thanks to Chairman
Archt. D H Wiewardena and his Committee Members of the Trade Exhibition for the

unprecedented success of the exhibition.




An additional feature of this Exhibition was the unannounced and surprise visit of His
Excellency the President of Sri Lanka on his return from a tour of China.

SLIA sponsored 100 students from two schools in the north of Sri Lanka who were granted
the opportunity to visit the Exhibition and an overnight stay and tour of the City of Colombo.

According to records around 29,300 tickets were sold to the General Public besides Students
from Schools & Universities who were granted free entrance to the Exhibition. The total
income received on ticket sales was Rs. 1,465,000/= (net).

The Board of Architectural Publications, maintained a stall for the sale of publications of SLIA,
with total sales figure of Rs. 265,000/= (net) collected from this stall.

A new format for Members Panels was devised by Chairman Exhibitions Committee Archt. D
H Wijewardene which proved very successful. A total of 136 Members Panels were on display
@ Rs. 16,000/= per panel netting LKR. 1,900,000/= in income.




12.5 Launch of Architect 2016

ARCHITECT 2016 was launched on 239 July, 2015 at the Kingsbury Hotel, Colombo, at which
all Stall Holders and Sponsors of Architect 2015 were felicitated




13.0 OTHER ACTIVITIES
13.1 Establishing Associations under the Umbrella of SLIA

The SLIA established the Sri Lanka Project Managers Association under its umbrella.
Two other Associations - Sri Lanka Association of Interior Architects and Sri Lanka
Association of Urban Designers are being formed.

The Associations will conduct courses and related programmes for the benefit of the
membership aimed at equipping members of SLIA with skills and qualifications in specific
areas.



13.2 Jaffna Regional Exhibition, Forum and Architectural Clinic

SLIA organized an Exhibition, Forum and Architectural Clinic from the 15% — 18t October in
Jaffna, 350km away from the Capital, Colombo to coincide with the restoration of a 100 year-
old school library building at the Vivekananda Vidyasalai in Manipay. The Exhibition was held
for 2 days while the Forum and Architectural Clinic ran concurrently with it. The event, the first
of its kind held in Jaffna by SLIA, was a tremendous success, it being the first time that the
citizens of Jaffna had the opportunity to withess an Architectural Exhibition. SLIA Members
spent 3-nights and 4-days in Jaffna during the event.




13.2 Design Competitions

Design Competitions are conducted by SLIA among its members for Clients who request the
services of SLIA in this sphere. Two such competitions being conducted currently are:- The
Design Competition for the Sri Lanka Sustainable Energy Authority (SLSEA) — to cater to their
requirement of an energy efficient state-of-the-art building. The second being, the
Construction of a large Sports Complex in the north of the Country.

14.0 CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY PROJECTS & NEWS

14.1 Rehabilitation Building for Spinal Cord Injured Patients

SLIA was invited to be a stakeholder in a project to establish a rehabilitation and special care
center for patients with spinal cord injuries. SLIA Members are actively involved and provided

consultancy services during its construction and selection of equipment/fittings for the facility
thereafter. Archt. Dilummini De Mel is the Chairperson of this project.



14.2 Jaffna Manipay Vivekananda Vidyasalai Renovation Project

Under the Chairmanship of Vice President Archt. D H Wijewardene and his Committee
SLIA restored a 100-year-old school library building in the far north of Sri Lanka to its
original state. This building was set to be demolished and replaced with a new building.
At a cost of Rs:2.0 million SLIA completed the restoration as yet another CSR project for
2015. The renovated Library was handed over to the school at a grand function attended
by politicians in the north as well as SLIA Council members who travelled a distance of
over 350 kilometers to take part in the handing over ceremony.




14.3 Concessionary Loan Facilities for Members to participate in International Events

With the approval of its Council, the SLIA provides interest free loans to its members, which
are deductible in small monthly instalments, to encourage its members to take part in
international Architectural Conferences and Tours.

14.6 SLIA Staff Welfare Association

Apart from the usual fringe benefits provided to the Staff, SLIA
to fund the SLIA Staff Welfare Association with an annual grant
100,000/= and provide venues for the association to hold its
meetings. The SLIA Staff and their families took part in a 3-day
north of the Country as its most recent outing.

The SLIA continuing its regional programmes has embarked
on promoting architecture as a profession with pre-University
level students and has held a number of Awareness
Programmes in rural schools.




14.8 Students’ Jamboree Activities 2015

Student Jamboree 2015 organized by the Board of Architectural Education (BAE) of SLIA was
held very successfully in September 2015 at a location called Kithulgala, in Sri Lanka which is
a rural village about 75 km away from Colombo. 50 students each from two architecture
schools UoM and CSA patrticipated in this 3 day programme.

The Leadership and confidence building activities including the “Water Rafting” which is a very
popular adventure activity among the local and foreign tourists visiting this area.

The Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) aspect of the programme of cleaning and painting a
government school building in that area was another success where the students of
architecture, painted the two storied school building within a day using the paints provided by a
sponsor.

Participants were very much enthusiastic with all the creative activities and short dramas etc.
they had to perform during limited time periods given for preparation. The outcome was of high
guality and very enjoyable.

At the end of the programme the feed- back of the participants were also very encouraging.



14.9 SLIA Sports Committee
Cricket

Reciprocating SLIA’s invitation of the Pakistan Institute of Architects Cricketers’ Tour of Sri
Lanka in 2015, the Pakistan Institute of Architects has invited SLIA’s Cricket Team to a series
of cricket matches in Pakistan in early January 2016.

The other activities of the SLIA Sports Committee includes Badminton, Golf, Football. Sports
Is yet another avenue by which SLIA members interact with other Professionals, as in the
case of recent cricket matches with Doctors and Lawyers.
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14.10 President’s Dinner
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SLIA President hosted a dinner on the 16" February 2015, at the Kingsbury Hotel to felicitate

Overseas Speakers, SLIA Council Members, Session Chairmen and visiting delegates of the
National Conference 2015.

14.11 Fellowship Nite 2015
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The Fellowship Nite, the culminating event of the Annual Sessions was held on Saturday the
215t February 2015 at Waters Edge Hotel and was themed “SKYFALL”. Around 470 revelers,
including Past Presidents, Senior Members, Sponsors, Allied Professionals & State Sector
Officials attended the event which ended with a positive mark in the early hours of the morning.



15.0 KEY ISSUES FACED BY THE PROFESSION OF ARCHITECTURE

Some key problems faced by the Architects and the Profession in Sri Lanka are set out below.

a There are Foreign Architects involved in projects without collaborating with local Architects.
SLIA has requested Government intervention in this regard. We recommend the Council of
ARCASIA informs members of respective institutes to abide by the UIA Convention that
stipulate guidelines for cross border practices.

b The Government has introduced an amendment to the provisions in the Urban Development
Authority Act recognizing a category of vocation as a qualified group to design and certify
residential buildings up to 400 sg. m and non-residential buildings up to 200 sg. m. The SLIA
continues to lobby with the relevant authorities on the dangers of such action can cause to
Society and the Built Environment.

C The design and build type of contracts are becoming the order of the day in the private and
Government sector .This gives a low priority to design in building projects.

d Major Government projects are being awarded primarily to Government Agencies who also
offer in-house Architectural Services, thereby depriving the private sector (in which more
than 80% of the architects are employed).

e Government Agencies continue to encourage fee bidding among Architects.

f Other professionals and Professional Bodies have sprung up poaching into traditional
territories of the Architect (eg. Project Management, Interior Design, Urban Design).

g The need to request the government to offset the escalating cost of construction due to the
high cost of building material, either by importing construction material and lifting the
restrictions on certain available material.



16.0

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE

To continue to expand the public outreach programme by hosting regional seminars and
exhibitions.

To continue to give publicity to architecture and the practice of architecture through both the
print and electronic media by one-on-one interviews on local television stations.

To prepare a corporate plan incorporating Members to cushion the impact of WTO
liberalization practices.

To lobby Government Institutions to enforce the laws pertaining to “qualified persons” in the
building industry, and to adopt the UIA Policy Directive on cross-border practice of
Architecture.

A programme for young Architects to develop as professionals and to gain more recognition in
the community is being implemented.

To enhance the Continuing Professional Development Programmes, focusing on the impacts of
global trends.

The SLIA has also taken the initiative to guarantee Professional Indemnity for Members of SLIA.
All Members of the Institute have also been issued with Membership Identity Cards.

The SLIA has developed a new procurement system and proposals have been presented to the
Government for submission as a Cabinet Memorandum This system is expected to bring in
redress to the Membership facing major problems due to lack of work as a result of the
economic downturn. Based on this SLIA intends to establish a consultancy Unit. It is an attempt
to pave the way for the SLIA to obtain Government projects and distribute among the practices
based on a Tripartite Agreement.



17.0 SPONSORS OF SLIA EVENTS 2015

Strategic Sponsor

Alumex PLC

Principal Sponsor

Orel Corporation (Pvt) Ltd.

Associate Sponsors

Ranjanas Ceramic (Pvt) Ltd.
True Value Products (Pvt) Ltd.
Services &Trade LLC (S&T)

Event Sponsors

International Construction Consortium (ICC)
Macksons Paints Lanka (Pvt) Ltd.

Sanken Construction (Pvt) Ltd.

Royal Paints (Pvt) Ltd.

Lankem Ceylon PLC

18.0

Tel

Fax
E-mail
Web Site

CONTACT DETAILS

009411 2697109, 2691710

009411 2682757

presidentslia@sltnet.lk; sliagen@sltnet.lk; sliagm@silt.lk
http:/mwww.slia.lk
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Thank you



