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1.0
BRIEF HISTORY
The Sri Lanka Institute of Architects was formed on 17th September 1957, with a Constitution for functioning as an affiliate of the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA).. The Institute was incorporated under the “Sri Lanka Institute of Architects Law No. 1 of l976”, enacted by the National State Assembly of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka .  The above Act was amended in l996 paving way for creating an Architects Registration Board with powers to register persons qualified to practice the Profession of Architecture in Sri Lanka.
2.0
COMPOSITION OF THE COUNCIL 
            The Council consists of a total of (20) Twenty  Members comprising Eight (08) Office Bearers and Four (04) Chairpersons who are elected for a term of two years whilst the balance members numbering eight are elected each year .
3.0
CURRENT MEMBERSHIP STRENGTH UP TO 01ST OCTOBER 2012 

TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP
The SLIA has seven categories of membership namely, Honorary Fellow, Fellow, Associate, Registered Member, Graduate Member, Student Member, and Honorary Member.  The Fellows, Associates and the Registered Members are the only Corporate Members who have voting rights in the Institute.  

Current Membership (as at 2012)

	Category
	Number

	Honorary Fellows
	07

	Fellow Members
	104

	Associate Members
	859

	Registered Members
	02

	Graduate Members
	101

	Student Members
	         63

	Honorary Members
	03

	
	


4.0
BUDGET OF THE INSTITUTE

The funds of the Institute are collected from the following sources.

4.1
Annual Subscription from Members.

4.2
Annual Exhibition (Trade and Products)

4.3
Regular Donors and Sponsors.

The Accounts of the Institute is audited by a private Audit Firm 
5.0       CHAPTERS AND branches 
One Regional Chapter namely, Central Province (Kandy) is currently in operation. Plans are also a foot to setup a Resource Center in the North Central Province of the Country under the SLIA policy to expand the profession in the Regions.
6.0       GENERAL MEETINGS
            Quarterly General Meetings
Three Meetings are held  during the months of May, August & November 
Annual General Meeting and Annual Sessions
The AGM and Annual Sessions are held in February each year. To coincide with the above a National Conference on Architecture, an Exhibition of Members’. Works and a Trade Exhibition which is the largest Exhibition in the Building Industry.
Continuing Professional Development Programmes and Workshops 
CPD’s are held 3 to 4 times each year. Additionally Workshops on selected topics of topical interest to Members are also conducted.

7.0
REGISTRATION AUTHORITY OF ARCHITECTS – THE ARCHITECTS REGISTRATION BOARD (ARB)
The Registration Authority for the Architects to Practice the Profession in Sri Lanka – The Architects Registration Board was established under the provision of Sri Lanka Institute of Architects Amendment act no 14   in 1996. The persons who are eligible to practice the profession of Architecture in Sri Lanka need to register themselves under ARB. There are three categories of Registration – namely ‘Chartered Architects’, ‘Architects’, and ‘Architectural Licentiates’. The Chartered Architects are members of SLIA other two categories are for non members. 
Currently over 700 persons are Registered in the Board. The Board is chaired by a Past President of the Institute. The current Chairman is Past President Ar.Jayantha Perera the names of members registered under the ARB is annually gazetted. The ARB issues rubber Stamps annually to all members Registered under the Board.)

8.0
INTERNATIONAL AFFILIATIONS OF THE INSTITUTE 

The SLIA is a Member of the following International Architectural Organizations.

(a)  UIA      

(b)   CAA         

(c)   ARCASIA 

(d)   SAARCH 
 .
9.0
ELECTION TO OFFICE OF PRESIDENT CAA

Past President SLIA  Ar Rukshan Widyalankara will assume office as the President of CAA at the CAA  General Assembly and Congress in Dhaka Bangladesh in February 2013.
10.0
PUBLICATIONS 

· Members Directory & Year Book in February each year, containing information of its Members and Practices and the information regarding the Institute. 

· “THE ARCHITECT” is a quarterly English Publication circulated locally and internationally. 
· A Quarterly Journal in Sinhala   “Vastu” which reaches majority of the vernacular speaking population.  
· Information on the events and decisions of the Council are conveyed to the members through the news letter “HERALD”.

· “Built Environment” A bi-annual internationally refereed Scientific Journal
· SLIA also keeps the membership updated on all International and local events of interest through regular Circulars.
11.0
MAJOR ACTIVITIES DURING THE YEAR 2012 
            Architect 2012
The Annual Sessions is held in the month of February each year. Architect 2012, SLIA members work and Trade exhibition was held coinciding with the event.              .
The Theme for 2012 was “Regenerating Sri Lanka; the Architect and the Built Environment”
The National Conference was addressed by three eminent and Award Winning 

Personalities .such as Prof Jan Gehl of the Netherlands who is widely credited with creating and renewing urban spaces in Cities around the World. Prof Frans van der Werf of Denmark specializing in Bio Ecological Architecture and Urban Design. 
Regional Exhibitions/Workshops
           In  a bid to promote the profession in the Regions a Regional Forum and Members and Works’ and Trade Exhibition was held in collaboration with the Regional Chapter in the Central Province which is declared as heritage Site The theme was “Changing Shape of Kandy: Architects Vision”
Establishing Associations under the Umbrella of SLIA 
The SLIA has established the Sri Lanka Project Managers Association.  Two other Associations; - Sri Lanka Association of Interior Architects and Sri Lanka Association Urban Designers    are being proposed.. 
The Associations will conduct courses and related programs for the benefit of Membership which will be aimed at equipping members of SLIA with skills and qualifications on specific areas. 
Preparation of a Practice Manual and a Building Performance Index
· A Practice Manual consisting 03 Volumes is being prepared .Of this Volume 111 Comprise   Project Practice Standard Forms has been published. Volume 1 The Office Standards to be used in Office practices have already being drafted Volume 11 comprising Guidelines for Project Standards is being compiled. 
· The Building Performance Index is a certification system which could be used both for old buildings as well as in those to be constructed was launched recently..
12.0
ANNUAL AWARDS AND DESIGN COMPETITIONS ORGANIZED BY THE INSTITUTE

The SLIA annually organizes annual Awards to coincide with the Annual Sessions. 
           The Awards Categories are -
            Design, Colour, Publications and Research , an Award for The Young Architect of  the   Year. 
            ARCHITECTURAL COMPETITIONS CONDUCTED BY SLIA FOR OTHER BODIES
· Competition to prepare the Conceptual Master Plan for a Tourist Development   area in the Eastern province on behalf of the Sri Lankan Tourism Development Authority. The work was completed
· Competition to design of a 20 Storey Building for Sri Lanka Telecom

· Competition to design two Pedestrian Bridges
· Relocation of Pavement Hawkers in Colombo

· Jaffna Cultural Centre project – Funded by the Indian Government

13.0
KEY ISSUES FACED BY THE PROFESSION OF ARCHITECTURE
Some key problems faced by the Architects and the Profession in Sri Lanka are set out below.
a. There are Foreign Architects involved in projects without collaborating with local Architects. SLIA has requested Government intervention in this regard. We recommend the Council of ARCASIA informs members of respective institutes to          abide by the UIA Convention that stipulate guideline for cross border practices.  
b. The Ministry of Construction and Engineering Services, the Ministry in charge of Construction is in the process of finalizing a draft Bill to be presented to Parliament to establish a Construction Authority Act, with powers to control the Construction Industry in Sri Lanka.  SLIA was actively engaged in the drafting stages.  Under this Act a register for all professionals in the Construction Industry will be maintained by the Authority. However the .Authority will incorporate the register of professionals maintained by the relevant institutions in their register.
c. The Government has introduced an amendment to the provisions in the Urban Development Authority Act recognizing a category of vocation as a qualified group to design and certify residential buildings up to 400 sq. m and non-residential buildings up to 200 sq. m.
The SLIA continues to lobby with the relevant authorities  on the dangers of such action can cause to Society and the Built Environment.
d. An attempt is on to commence a Course of Architecture under the Open University System through distant learning. SLIA expressed its concerns and to date has managed to keep the threat a way.   
e. The design and build type of contracts are becoming the order of the day in the private and Government sector .This gives a low priority to design in building projects. 
f. Major Government projects are being awarded primarily to Government Agencies who also offer in-house Architectural Services, thereby depriving the private sector (in which more than 80% of the architects are employed) 
g. Government Agencies continue to encourage fee bidding among Architects.
14.0
PLANS FOR THE FUTURE

14.1 The SLIA has developed a new procurement system and proposals have been presented it to the Government. This system is expected to bring in redress to the Membership particularly facing major problems due to lack of work as a result of the Economic downturn. Based on this SLIA intends to establish a consultancy Unit. It is an attempt to pave the way for the SLIA to obtain Government projects and distribute among the practices based on a Tri- Partite Agreement.
14.2 SLIA as one of the key stake holders among other Professional Bodies such as the Institute of Town Planers, Society of Structural Engineers and the University of Moratuwa has been Instrumental in setting up the Green Building Council of Sri Lanka. This will play a lead role in developing work plans and addressing key issues on sustainability and to face new challenges of the planet.
14.3 Making the Sri Lankan Architect a Global Architect by Continuous Professional Development Programmes. –Through Workshops, CPD’s, Exposure through Travel Tours to Works of World renowned Architects etc.etc.
15.0 ANY OTHER PERTINENT ISSUES

· Government encouragement for Design and Build Projects.
· Unemployment / Under employment depriving opportunities for training of Young Architects 
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