

Country Report – SONA (2012)
Brief History of the Institute

The Society of Nepalese Architects was established in 1989 with a bunch of aspiring professionals who thought it was right time to disassociate themselves from the larger engineering fraternity of the country. It was a big tough job back then with a handful of working professionals but in retrospect now we have Seven (7) architectural colleges and the number of architects should rise above 1000 in couple of years. We have a community of more than 560 architects in SONA now and we have established our own office space in 2012 in spite of a modest beginning.

Office Bearers
1. Ar. Swarup Gurung Koney – President
2. Ar. Bishnu Panthi – Vice President
3. Ar. Arun Dev Pant – General Secretary
4. Ar. Bhagawat Bhakta Khokhali  – Joint Secretary
5. Ar. Sarita Maskey - Treasurer
6. Ar. Jiba Raj Pokharel  – Member
7. Ar. Sakar Pradhan - Member
8. Ar. Prajawal Hada  - Member
9. Ar. Saker Shrestha – Member
10.  Ar. Ashok Krishna Sainju - Member
11. Ar. Debesh Raj Bhattarai – Ex-officio Member

Current Member Strength - <620
Current Budget of Institute -  above 7 Million NRS
Number of Chapters – One


AGM of the Institute: The last AGM 2011 needs to have a special mention as we found it as an opportunity to have a congregation of members of SAARCH countries. We had guest from Sri-Lanka, India and Bangladesh in the meeting. In fact this meeting only paved the way for much awaited SAARCH council meeting in Bhutan. The AGM also was a platform for the contribution drive for the architects to create the SONA’s own permanent office space.  SONA started awarding “Best Architecture Student Award” for the overall topper Architectural Student from the Engineering Colleges of Nepal from 2011, during the AGM.

Legal Status of the Institute: The SONA is duly registered with Nepal Government. SONA has initiated activities to convert it to Council of architects pretty soon though we shall continue our affiliation with engineering council too. Architects need to register in NEC to practice in Nepal at present.

Legal Status of the Architect: Architects need to get a working license from NEC to in addition to SONA’s membership to practice in government affiliated works. 

Registration Authority for Architects and its Linkage with Institute: As such only Nepal Engineering Council is the registration authority for Engineers as well as Architects, howeverone of the SONA memberelected by voting,represents the Governing Body of Nepal Engineering Council in Architectural Group of NEC. We are working for establishment of Council for Architects of Nepal, where Architects shall be registered.

International Affiliations: Society is affiliated with SAARCH, ARCASIA & UIA

Major Programmes of the Institute in the Past Year: The SONA executive committee did commendable job in the past few months. The very important aspects of the achievements has been the recognition of SONA as intelligent work force of professionals destined to make a visible presence in the government, semi-government and the international arena. It has been organizing many interaction programs amongst its members and the other sister organization like NEA, SCAEF, and Nepal Engineering Council frequently for the exchange of information on the pertinent issues of the National building and urban development policies, building and construction byelaws, green construction technology etc.

In the international front the executive members have participated in the various programs outside the country. They include SAARCH conference in Colombo, Sri Lanka on August 2009, Arcasia conference in Ulaanbaatar, Magnolia on August 2009, Indian student National conference NASA in Chennai, India on Dec 2009, JP cement award function as a Jury Member in Mangalore & Chandigarh 2009/2010, participated in UIA conference on Equilibrium on April end 2010 in Bangkok, and also visited various establishments in Thailand in connection with green building construction Technology.

The conference in the SAARC region were centered to promote better understanding and cooperation among the member countries on the issues of students exchange for the sharing of knowledge on the indigenous and contemporary architecture and professional practice. In Colombo the students were asked to present material on the prominent national heritage, the joint declaration on the formation of the SAARCH student was drafted and signed in the same venue. This declaration resulted into the participation of the students from Pakistan and Nepal in the NASA student convention in Chennai on Dec 2009.  Both the event was participated by SONA, GS, Ar. Debesh Raj Bhattarai.

The conference in Mongolia were participated by past president Ar. Binod Neupane and Vice president 
Ar. Bishnu Panthee. The UIA conference on Equilibrium on April end 2010 in Bangkok was participated by the biggest contingent of architects from Nepal, which included past presidents Ar. Bharat Sharma, Ar. Devendra Gongol, Ar. Binod Neupane and from the executive committee as President Ar. Swarup Gurung Koney, Ar. Bishnu Panthi, Ar. Debesh Raj Bhattarai, Ar. Poshan Thapa, and from the working committees Ar. Biresh Shah and Ar. Niru Man Shakya. The UIA conference in Bangkok was a very good platform for the understanding of contemporary architecture around the globe; the members also had an opportunity to visit the exhibition on the building material and construction.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The ARCASIA Conference (Aug 2011 ) in Vietnam was attended by the president Ar. Swarup Gurung Koney, Ar. Devendra Nath Gongal, Ar. Prajwal Hada. During the conference, SONA proposed for hosting the ARCASIA Forum 2013 to be held at Kathmandu, Nepal, which was approved during the Vietnam ARCASIA. Now SONA has commenced it preparation for hosting the ARCASIA Forum 2013 in Kathmandu, Nepal.

Outreach Programme of the Institute: The society has been trying very hard to get across the larger mass of the people through various means in spite of its limited resources. The last exhibition on Green and appropriate building material construction held on 2011 Oct was a huge success. It was able to deliver a very good message across the people through low cost green building construction material along with simple innovation on DIY passive solar innovation for water heating.

SONA also celebrated UN Habitat Day in the month of October, 2011 & 2012 in Kathmandu, Nepal along with UN Habitat, DUDBC (Department Of Urban Development and Building Construction), an exhibition of Green Building Material was also organized during the celebration.

SONA is actively involved in organizing talk program on Architectural issues on regular basis.

Key Issues facing the Architects/Architectural Profession/Institute: The economy is big driving force for sustainability of any profession. Though contemporary architectural works are becomes more visible but we do need work very hard to go across the larger mass of people where we might need assistance from the government and international agencies.

Resources of the Institute: The society has very limited resource and the activities mostly funded by members and to some extent by the contribution of people and agencies affiliated to building construction. 

Plans for the Future, Short and Long Term: The first and the foremost priority for the architects are to be more visible with the work. The visibility gets enhanced by the qualitative input in the trade and the upbringing of the architects through the educational institute. SONA has decided to take a pivotal role on imparting good education to future and practicing architects through exhibitions, conferences and short term training programs. Our long term program would be formation of council of architecture and expansion of its affiliation with international architectural institutes.
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