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1.0
BRIEF HISTORY
The Sri Lanka Institute of Architects was formed on 17th September 1957, with a Constitution for functioning as an affiliate of the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA). Architectural Education in Sri Lanka commenced in 1961 as a tertiary level course of study at the Institute of Practical Technology, Katubedda. Although there had been a technical level course in Architecture conducted at a Government Technical College, this is the first professional level course established in Sri Lanka. Until then, the demand for architects in Sri Lanka had been met by training them in foreign countries, mainly UK and Australia. In 1976, the Institute was incorporated under the “Sri Lanka Institute of Architects Law No. 1 of l976”, enacted by the National State Assembly of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka to enable it, to carry out and fulfill its aims and objectives more effectively.  The above Act was amended in l996 paving way for creating an Architects Registration Board with powers to register persons qualified to practice the Profession of Architecture in Sri Lanka.

The general objectives of the Institute are to promote and advance the study, practice and application of, and research in, architecture and its kindred subjects, and the arts sciences connected therewith.  The SLIA is also entrusted with the control of admission, and prescription of the qualifications and disqualifications of the members of the Institute and the Architectural Licentiates, and Architects, registered under the ARB.

To do all such acts and things are as necessary for, or incidental or conducive to, the attainment of the above objects. The operations of the Institute were streamlined and the SLIA Secretariat received ISO-9000 Certification, in February 2003.
2.0
CURRENT OFFICE BEARERS / EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

THE SLIA COUNCIL (SESSION 2011/2012)
                       NAME




        DESIGNATION
SRI LANKA INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

List of Council Members for Session 2011/12
Archt. Ranjan Nadesapillai, FIA (SL)       
–    President

Archt. Chandana Edirisuriya,  FIA (SL) 
– 
Immediate Past President

Archt. Prof Chitra Weddikkara, FIA (SL)   
– 
Senior Vice President

Archt. Harsha Fernando, FIA (SL) 
–
Vice President
Archt. D H Wijewardene, FIA (SL) 
-
Hony. Secretary

Archt. Jayanath Silva, FIA (SL)
-
Hony. Treasurer

Archt. A R H Ameresekere, FIA (SL) 
– 
Hony. Assistant Secretary

Archt. Russell Dandeniya, FIA (SL) 
– 
Hony. Assistant Treasurer

Archt. Bernard Gomez, FIA (SL) 
– 
Chairman, Professional Affairs Board

Archt. Veranjan Kurukulasuriya, FIA (SL) 
– 
Chairman, Board of Architectural Education

Archt. Prasanna Silva, FIA (SL) 
– 
Chairman, Board of Architectural Publications
Archt. D B Navaratne, FIA (SL) 
– 
Chairman, Board of Management

Archt. N M P Navaratne, FIA (SL) 
– 
Council Member

Archt. Rohana Bandara Herath, FIA (SL) 
– 
Council Member

Archt. Jayatissa Herath, AIA (SL) 
– 
Council Member

Archt. Janaka Dharmasena, AIA (SL) 
– 
Council Member

Archt. Dilummini De Mel, AIA (SL)      
– 
Council Member

Archt. Anton Gajasinghe, AIA (SL) 
- 
Council Member

Archt. C P Samarasinghe
-
Registered Member in Council


3.0
CURRENT MEMBERSHIP STRENGTH UP TO 30TH JUNE 2009

TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP
The SLIA has seven categories of membership namely, Honorary Fellow, Fellow, Associate, Registered Member, Graduate Member, Student Member, and Honorary Member.  The Fellows, Associates and the Registered Members are the only Corporate Members who have voting rights in the Institute.  

Current Membership (as at 19th July 2011)

	Category
	Number

	Honorary Fellows
	07

	Fellow Members
	94

	Associate Members
	844

	Registered Members
	02

	Graduate Members
	123

	Student Members
	         65

	Honorary Members
	03


4.0
BUDGET OF THE INSTITUTE

The funds of the Institute are collected from the following sources.

4.1
Annual Subscription from Members.

4.2
Annual Exhibition (Trade and Products)

4.3
Regular Donors and Sponsors.

The Accounts of the Institute is audited by a private Audit Firm namely, 
M/S Amarasekera and Company of Colombo 03 Sri Lanka 
5.0       CHAPTERS AND branches 
One Regional Chapter namely, Central Province (Kandy) is currently in operation. Plans are also a foot to setup a Resource Center in the North Central Province of the Country with a view to promoting the professions in the Regions.
6.0       GENERAL MEETINGS
The SLIA has three Quarterly General Meetings during the months of May, August & November and the Annual General Meeting is held in February each year.  

To coincide with every AGM, the SLIA organizes the Annual Sessions, which includes the Inauguration, National Conference on Architecture, Members’ work and Trade Exhibition, Annual Design Awards for Members & Practices and Product Awards for Local Building Material Manufacturers, the Annual General Meeting and ‘Fellowship Night’. 
In addition to above events The SLIA also conduct Work Shops and CPD’s 3-4 times each year in addition to inviting Guest Speakers on selected topics of interest to the Profession  to keep the membership updated on current issues and trends related to the Industry.
7.0 
LEGAL STATUS OF THE INSTITUTE IN THE COUNTRY

The Sri Lanka Institute of Architects was established by an act of parliament titled “The SLIA – Act No.1 of 1976” of the National State Assembly. 
8.0
REGISTRATION AUTHORITY OF ARCHITECTS – THE ARCHITECTS REGISTRATION BOARD (ARB)
The Registration Authority for the Architects to Practice the Profession in Sri Lanka – The Architects Registration Board was established under the provision of Sri Lanka Institute of Architects Amendment act no 14   in 1997. The persons who are eligible to practice the profession of Architecture in Sri Lanka need to register themselves under ARB. There are three categories of Registration – namely ‘Chartered Architects’, ‘Architects’, and ‘Architectural Licentiates’. The Chartered Architects are members of SLIA other two categories are for non members. 
Currently over 700 persons are Registered in the Board. The Board is Chaired by a Past President of the Institute. The current Chairman is Past President Ar.Jayantha Perera The names of members registered under the ARB is annually gazetted. The ARB issues rubber Stamps to all members Registered under the Board.)

9.0
INTERNATIONAL AFFILIATIONS OF THE INSTITUTE


The SLIA is a Member of the following International Architectural Organizations.

(a)  UIA      

(b)  CAA         

(c)  ARCASIA 

(d)   SAARCH 
 
9.1.1
International Union of Architects (UIA)

SLIA continues to hold Membership in the UIA and will participate at the forthcoming UIA Congress in Tokyo in September /October. A Past President of SLIA, Deputy Chairman and current Chairman SAARCH Ar. Jayantha Perera  is seeking support for the election to the post of Council member UIA Region IV.
9.1.2    Commonwealth Association of Architects (CAA)

The Council Meeting of the CAA was held in Colombo in February 2010.  At the meeting Past President of SLIA Ar. Rukshan Widyalankara was elected as Senior Vice President / President Elect of the CAA. The then President SLIA                       Ar. Chandana Edirisuriya was elected as the Vice President – Asia and Past President Ar. Jayantha Perera to the post of Chair- Communication.  
9.1.3
Architects Regional Council, Asia (ARCASIA)
The ARCASIA Meeting was held in October 2010 in Lahore, Pakistan.  The Delegation of SLIA headed by the President Ar. Chandana Edirisuriya along with Immediate Past President Ar. Jayantha Perera,(Then Deputy Chairman Zone A) Ar. Surath Wickramasinghe, Chairman BAE Ar. Bernard Gomez, Ar. Nela De Zoysa, Ar. Anil Kumarage and Ar. Russel Dandeniya 

Ar Indika Samarasinghe member SLIA was invited to make a presentation on his work related to Green Architecture with particular reference to A Platinum Award winning project “Thuruliya” done by him, in addition to him an eminent environmentalist from Sri Lanka Dr. Ajantha Perera was also invited as a resource person from Sri Lanka.

The First Prize of the ARCASIA Students Design Competition was shared by 04 Students of the faculty of University of Moratuwa along with Bangladesh.
Ar.Nela De Zoysa was Elected as Chairperson of the Fellowship committee. 

Four Entries sent by three Members of SLIA were submitted for the ARCASIA Design Awards Competition 2011. 
9.1.4
South Asian Association for the Regional Co-operation of Architects (SAARCH)

SLIA is a Founder Member of the SAARCH comprising 07 countries of the SAARC Region. The current Chairmanship of the SAARCH is held by Past President of SLIA Ar. Jayantha Perera Ar. D B Navaratne, Chairman of the Board of Management SLIA holds office as the Secretary General.
 10.0    PUBLICATIONS 

The SLIA also publishes a Members Directory &Year Book in February each year, containing information of its Members and Practices and the information regarding the Institute. 

The SLIA Journal “THE ARCHITECT” is a quarterly English Publication which has gained much recognition locally and internationally. 
The Institute publishes a Quarterly Journal in Sinhala   “Vastu” which reaches majority of the vernacular speaking population.  The work of the Architects is well-recognized and the Institute has a prestigious image in the Country.
Information on the events and decisions of the Council are conveyed to the members through the news letter “HERALD”.

A bi-annual internationally refereed Scientific Journal “Built Environment” is also published, and the State Organizations have commended the high standard of this journal. In addition to the above publications, SLIA also keeps the membership updated on all International and local events of interest through regular Circulars.
SLIA launched a web based blog recently for the members giving the opportunity to write their opinions on matters of common or personal interests. 
To coincide with the Annual Sessions of the Institute a Mega Members work and Trade Exhibition displaying the current trends and development in the profession and Construction Industry is held at a main Convention Center in Colombo. This event provides the opportunity for the Membership and practices to promote their Services. This is the much awaited exhibition in the Construction Industry in Sri Lanka. 
11.0
MAJOR ACTIVITIES DURING THE LAST ONE YEAR

            Architect 2011 
The Sri Lanka Institute of Architects holds its Annual Sessions in the month of February each year. Architect 2011, SLIA members work and Trade exhibition was held coinciding with the event.
The theme for the National Conference on Architecture was “ARCHITECTURE FOR  ALL : city +community”.  The keynote Speaker was Ar. Raj Rewal of India.                     The Conference was address by Ar. Filipe Balestra & Ar. Sara Goransson of India.             Ar. Anupama Kundoo, India, Ar. Vo Trong Nghia, Vietnam and SLIA Members 

            Ar M.M.G. Samuel, Ar Janaka Dharmasena, Ar Pradeep Fernando, Ar Shaminda         Senaratne, Ar Dr. Senaka Dharmatilleke and Dr.Milinda Pathiraja a Sri Lankan who has a Doctorate in Architecture.   
Revisions to regulations of SLIA 

The Institute has been engaged in amending the current Regulations, considering the current needs and demands of the membership. 
Establishing Associations Under the Umbrella of SLIA 
The SLIA has established the Sri Lanka Project Managers Association.  Two other Associations; - Sri Lanka Association of Interior Architects and Sri Lanka Association Urban Designers will be registered in the near future. 
The Associations will conduct courses and related programs for the benefit of Membership which will be aimed at equipping members of SLIA with skills and qualifications on specific areas. 
Preparation of a Practice Manual
SLIA launched the Practice Manual for use by the members. 
12.0
AWARDS AND DESIGN COMPETITIONS ORGANIZED BY THE INSTITUTE DURING THE LAST YEAR

The SLIA annually organizes annual Awards to coincide with the Annual Sessions. The Awards include Design, Colour, Publication and Research and Award for Young Architect for the Year. In addition to these Awards for participants at the Trade Exhibition is also made. All such Awards are made at the Annual Sessions.  

The SLIA conducted a Competition to prepare the Conceptual Master Plan for a Tourist Development area in the Eastern province on behalf of the Sri Lankan Tourism Development Authority. The work on this is progressing monitored by SLIA.

SLIA held an Exhibition of the proposals received for the ARCASIA Design Competition which was open to the membership and the general public. 
The SLIA has been invited by the Government of India thro’ the Ministry of Economic Development Sri Lanka conduct a Design Competition to establish a Cultural Center in the North which will be a Landmark Building in the Northern Region with the dawn of peace in the region.
13.0
KEY ISSUES FACED BY THE PROFESSION OF ARCHITECTURE
Some key problems faced by the Architects and the Profession in Sri Lanka are set out below.
a. There are Foreign Architects involved in projects without collaborating with local Architects. SLIA has requested Government intervention in this regard. We recommend the Council of ARCASIA informs members of respective institutes to          abide by the UIA Convention that stipulate guideline for cross boarder practices.  
b. The Ministry of Construction and Engineering Services, the Ministry in charge of Construction is in the process of finalizing a draft Bill to be presented to Parliament to establish a Construction Authority Act, with powers to control the Construction Industry in Sri Lanka.  SLIA was actively engaged in the drafting stages.  Under this Act a register for all professional in the Construction Industry will be maintain. This has being vehemently objected to by the profession, as there is a registering process established and in operation under the Architects Registration Board set up under the Powers of Architects Act. It is expected that the matter is addressed and rectified. 
c. The Government has introduced an amendment to the provisions in the Urban Development Authority Act recognizing a category of vocation as a qualified group to design and certify residential buildings up to 400 sq. m and non-residential buildings up to 200 sq. m.

The SLIA continues to lobby with the allied professionals on the dangers of such action can cause to Society and the Built Environment.

d. An attempt is on to commence a Course of Architecture under the Open University System through distant learning. SLIA expressed its concerns and to date has managed to keep the threat a way.   
e. The design and build type of contracts are being promoted by the Government for State projects - Treasury-funded buildings to avoid as one of the recommended criteria for evaluating bids. This gives a low priority to design in building projects.  
f. Major Government projects are being awarded primarily to Government Agencies who also offer in-house Architectural Services, thereby depriving the private sector (in which more than 80% of the architects are employed) .
g. Government Agencies continue to encourage fee bidding among Architects.
14.0
PLANS FOR THE FUTURE

14.1 The SLIA has developed a new procurement system and proposals to present it to the Government. This system is expected to bring in redress to the Membership particularly facing major problems due to lack of work as result of the Economic downturn. Base on this SLIA intends to establish a consultancy Unit. It is an attempt to pave the way for the  SLIA to obtain Government projects and distribute among the practices based on a Tri- Partite Agreement.
14.2  SLIA as one of the key stake holders among other Professional Bodies such as the Institute of Town Planers, Society of Structural Engineers and the University of Moratuwa has being Instrumental is setting up the Green Building Council of Sri Lanka. This will play a lead role in developing work plans and addressing key issues on sustainability  and to face new challenges of the planet.
15.0 ANY OTHER PERTINENT ISSUES

· Government encouragement for Design and Build Projects.
· Unemployment / Under employment depriving opportunities for training of Young Architects 
16.0 CONTACT DETAILS
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:
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:
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