
Brief Report on Society of Nepalese Architects (SONA) activity 2009-11


1. Participated for Nepal Tourism Year 2011 activities along with SCAEF, there SONA contributed its opinion in the light of tourism year activities and proposal as prepared by the expert committees.

2. Headed a jury team for  Republic Monument Tower (Gantatntra Stambha) design competition work along with other stakeholders like DUDBC, NEA, SCAEF. Since the SONA was not very optimistic about the designated location of the proposed project, SONA had a series of meetings with the professional bodies other than DUDBC to make a proper assessment of the designated  location in the light of archeological importance, the significance of the open space in the context of congested area of city core, and also dwelt about negative impact of the encroachment of public space by the government for different public activities in the name of people desire and participation. During the course of discussion in several meeting it was realized the appropriate solution would be relocation of the project itself and it was communicated to the DUDBC and Nepal government accordingly. The competition was terminated and Government of Nepal  put a public notice for the same in an alternative location.

3. Participated in the SAARCH conference in Colombo in 2009 August and SONA witnessed and drafted a declaration to form the Regional Association of Student bodies of SAARCH. The conference was attended by General Secretary of SONA with two Architecture students from Nepal.

4. Visit to Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia by Vice President and Past President of SONA for attending the ARCASIA meeting on Aug 18- Aug 19, 2009.

5. SONA’S President appointed & invited as Jury Member for 19th AYA (Architect of the Year Award) organized & awarded by J.K. White Cement, India. SONA’S President visited Mangalore on Nov 27, 2009 for carrying out the Evaluation of Entries along with other Jury Members of AYA. On Sep 9, 2010, SONA’S President visited Chandigarh for the Award Presentation Ceremony of 19th AYA (Architect of the Year Award).


6. SONA participated in the Indian students Annual events NASA in 2009 Dec in Chennai, where the General Secretary presented a paper in the Housing development and other related scenario of Kathmandu Valley. In the event the regional bilateral exchange of students in different activities were also discussed.


7. Participated in UIA conference in 2010 March end at Thailand, Bangkok. A contingent from the 12 architects from the Executive Committee including President Swaroop Gurung Koney, Past Presidents, Vice President, General Secretary  and other associates from Mission Green Nepal & Oscar Trading concern participated in the conference. This was an opportunity for the understanding of work related to the green construction technology in Thailand and couple of site visits were also conducted by the OTN  the main sponsors. A factory visit to Mahapant factory was also made along with orientation in the leed certification and manufacturing process of cellulose and cementicious fibrer board was observed during the visit.

8. SONA's Past President participated as Jury Member for JK Cement Award (20th Architect of the Year Award of JK Cement) in Bhubenswor, India (Feb 12, 2011)

 
9. SONA's President invited as special guest in Inauguration Ceremony of Office Building of Indian Institute of Architects, West Bengal Chapter on 2010 at Kolkatta, India along with SAARCH Office bearers meeting.


10. A team of students were partly sponsored by the President and GS SONA to be part of students Jamboree organized by IAP in Lahore in Oct end 2010.

11. The society organized SARRCH Presidents meet on Feb 2011 participated by the presidents BIA, SIA and VP of IIA.

12. Worked on the amendment of the commitment letter for Apartment and Housing works. The initiative on the lead for amendment was  taken by the chairman of the policy committee Ar. Arun Dev Pant. This policy committee also organized a workshop on 21st Jan 2011 on Building regulation and Byelaws of  Kathmandu Valley- A reassessment .

13. SONA organized its 17th Annual General Body Meeting on March 17, 2011, at the same time the SAARCH President's Meet was also organized. The Meeting was attended by SAARCH President, Ar. Jayantha Perera, Ar. Chandana Edirisuriya (President, Sri Lanka Institute of Architects), Mr. Vinay Parelkar (Immediate Past President, Indian Institute of Architects), Ar.Mubasshar Hussain (President, Institute of Architects of Bangladesh)


14. The society started collaborating with the Spaces magazine (the first Nepali magazine on architecture)  to work on the education and orientation of students along with the professional architects. The very first program was held in IOE Pulchowk, where Architects presented there works to a group large students and other architects. Spaces allowed a page in their bimonthly magazine as a platform for SONA to voice our opinion. In this context number of articles has already been published. 


15. The Society along with students counterpart arranged the first ever interaction program for the orientation of architectural colleges in Kathmandu.

16. The Society has been also actively participating in various activities organized by DUDBC (Department of Urban Development and Building Construction), KVTDC (Kathmandu Valley Town Development Committee) , UN Habitat, SCAEF (Society of Consulting Architectural and Engineering Firms), NEC (Nepal Engineering Council), NEA (Nepal Engineers Association), RUPSON (Regional and Urban Planners Society of Nepal ) in relation to contemporary issues. The society has put forth its comment on relation to Consulting Industry Act, Sensitive area byelaws revision, City core byelaws up gradation in relation to world heritage sites. SONA presented a paper on Better City Better Life for 2010 UN Habitat day and contributed one article for UN Habitat day 2009 on Planning Our Urban Future.  

17. The major achievement of the executive committee tenure in the last few months has been the purchase of the societies own space in the Churchil complex, Sundhara. The society shall be moving to its new premises by a month time. 


