rp B /N RS T AL BER A R0 SRS
The Planning Strategy in Urbanization of Small Villages

and Towns in China
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Abstract: Under the background of urbanization, this paper deeply analyzes
present situation of village planning and puts forward the corresponding
planning strategy to explore a healthy & sustainable development path for

small villages & towns in urbanization.
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1 B Introduction
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The urbanization, in narrow sense, means a process of agricultural
population constantly transforming into non-agricultural population; and in
general sense, means a process of social and economic transformation,
including urbanization of agricultural population, expansion of urban population,
extension of urban land to suburb, increase of number of cities, and the
process of urbanized social, economic and technological transformation
entering into villages. According to its definition in Standard for Basic
Terminology of Urban Planning GB/T 50280—98, urbanization means “a

historical process of human production and lifestyle transforming from rural to
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urban type, mainly embodied in the transformation of rural population into

urban population and constant urban development & improvement”.
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Urbanization in Mainland China is quite slow since the founding of PRC in
1949 to 1978. In the 30 years from 1950 to 1980, the proportion of urban
population in the world rose to 41.3% from 28.4%, yet that of Mainland China
only rose to 19.4% from 11.2%.
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Urbanization after the reform & opening-up policy in 1978 was rapidly
propelled under conditions of rapid growth of the national economy. The
urbanization rate was increased to 23.01% in 1984 from 17.92% in 1978
during 1978 to 1984, at which stage the rural economic system reform was the
main power to promote urbanization. A large number of new towns emerged in
coastal areas during 1985 to 1991, at which stage the development of new
towns was taken as the principal thing. The urbanization rate was increased to

30.42% from 27.63% during 1992 to 1998.
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Shown in the report issued by National Bureau of Statistics on August 17,



2012, China’s total population remains steady growth at a low speed, fertility
remains stable at a low level, people’s cultural quality constantly improves,
urbanization level further improves, people’s marriage & family situation
remain stable since the 16" national congress. The report shows the

urbanization rate reached 53% in 2012 (Figure 1).
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Figure 1 Urbanization Rate in China in Recent 40 Years
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China is in a period of accelerated urbanization. Urbanization has not only

brought us enormous economic benefits, but a variety of drawbacks.
Especially in the vast rural areas, it is gradually being marginalized due to the

constant acceleration of urbanization process.
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T Z G T ARV I B — N AR KA, AR — P D A, th



BT A 7 ATV N T A R Rk AR R H R B R . BREEYS Je | S
AT 7 R R K S5 1 22 ) L

Cities are quickly expanding into huge monsters without restraint while
small villages and towns are encroached step by step. Consequently, many
problems have emerged, such as “the production mode cannot adapt to
requirements of urbanization development”, “autonomy lacks in rural areas”,
“‘environment pollution is worsened” and “cultural heritage is missed”.
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2.1 The production mode cannot adapt to requirements of urbanization
development
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In the process of urbanization of small villages and towns, due to the
unreasonable strategy, the rate of economic growth is not able to keep pace
with the speed of urbanization development, as a result, large quantity of rural
population flows into the city rather than work and live in local villages and
towns which seriously destabilizes the balance between urban and rural
population.
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Farmers in the past, i.e. participants of cities in the future haven’t been
incorporated into the center of city planning & construction, instead, they are
rejected and governed as floating population; when the transformation of
industrial structure has been finished, yet the transformation of employment
structure and production mode haven’'t been accomplished at the same time;

urban-based industrialization hasn’t completed the historic mission of



transforming Chinese society, instead the historical arduous task has fallen on
shoulders of hundreds of millions of farmers who have made significant
contributions to urban industry, thus the urban construction is seriously
distorted and rural areas are marginalized. The above is our biggest mistake
and deviation.
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2.2 Autonomy lacks in rural areas
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Farmers’ autonomy status shall be highlighted in rural areas. Villagers are
the main body of social organization & activities and every villager is the main
body, principal participant and direct beneficiary of social organization.
However, current planning of villages & towns basically follows the existing
methods for urban & rural planning and builds villages as per the urban
construction rules. Consequently, farmers live in a new house but don’t live a
better life; villages are in a new round of depressed state.
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2.3 Environment pollution is worsened
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In recent years, farmers' income has been significantly increased and their
living conditions have been continuously improved. Yet unfortunately, rural
environment hasn't been better and on the contrary, pollution has become
more serious. As shown in the relevant data, more than 300 million people in

rural China cannot drink clean water, of which over 60% is because the quality



of drinking water source is not up to standard caused by unnatural factors.
Among rural population in China, cancer mortality closely related with
environment pollution is being gradually increased.
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2.4 Historical and cultural heritage is missed
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Historical cultures in villages have played a very important role in villagers’
spiritual life, yet they were gradually abandoned and missed during the 30
years’ economic construction and development under the policy guidance of
“taking economic construction as the center”. Many rural cultures rapidly
disappear or don’t have inheritor in the 30 years to a varying degree such as
local operas (there are traditional playlet in small area and small scope in
many places), club fire, dragon dance, lion dance, shadow play as well as local
folklore.

3 #RIKEE Planning Strategy
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On January 19t 2014, CPC Central Committee and the State Council
issued “Several Opinions on Comprehensively Deepening the Reforms of
Rural Areas and Accelerating the Modernization of Agriculture”, its main
contents are: improving national food security system, establishing long-term

mechanism for sustainable development of agriculture, deepening the reform



of rural land system, constructing new agricultural management system,
accelerating innovation in rural financial system, etc.. As the organizer and
executor in construction of small villages & towns, the government and
designers shall implement policy to practice from the following aspects and
overcome all the obstacles to blaze a path of sustainable development for
small villages & towns.
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3.1 Upgrade the industrial structure of villages and towns
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The subject of the industrial transformation and upgrading is the farmers,
which requires leading of the government, promotion of the market and
diversification of the society. In the practice process, the key points are to
change the development pattern of rural economy, promote transformation of
rural industrial structure from unicity to diversity, and enhance coordination of
the rural industrial development; to promote transformation of the development
pattern of rural industry from extensive form to intensive form and enhance the
sustainability of rural industrial development; to accelerate transformation of
the overall quality of rural industry from low-end to high-end, enhance
competitiveness of rural industrial development, improve additional value of
rural industry, and emphasize local characteristics.
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The core of industrial structure upgrading of small villages and towns lies
in two subjects, the economy and culture. Specifically it involves the
transformation of rural industry focusing on creating agricultural brand and
improving quality and efficiency of rural tourism industry; make use of resource
advantages to develop featured industries such as eco-agriculture, green food
and herb medicine materials, and to emphasize the features of ecology, safety
and health maintenance; rely on external force to drive internal force, make
good use of fiscal incremental resources, encourage social resources to enter
into rural area, and activate idle resources in the villages; strive to develop
rural cooperative economic organizations and professional technological
associations, and give play to the connective and collective role of the
cooperative organizations, village leaders, and brokers in leading the low
income family to seek for wealth and coordinating different corporations, thus
facilitating the benefit community made up of enterprises and poor families and
realizing joint development; take market as the orientation, to adjust rural
industrial structure and build the modernized rural industrial system with local
characteristics and core competitiveness. Now we will take some
representative villages in China for examples to explain how to carry out

industrial structure transformation and upgrading.

KPIfFEE: WK S—FaE

Case Interpretation: Water Village in Zhejiang — Xitang
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Xitang, as one of the six famous ancient towns in the south of the Yangtze
River, is located in Jiashan County, Zhejiang Province, which is at the junction
of Jiangsu, Zhejiang and Shanghai (as shown in Figure 2). Villages started to
emerge there during the year of Kaiyuan in the Tang Dynasty when people
built homes and lived their lives along the river bank; in the Southern Song
Dynasty, the villages became large and markets emerged; since the Yuan
Dynasty, many markets were built along the river bank and the commerce was
started to bloom; in the Ming and Qing Dynasty, Xitang had developed as a

famous town for its handicraft and commerce in the south of Yangtze River.
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Figure 2: Location Map of Xitang
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Economic activity is the main force to promote the urbanization

development; intrinsic motivation for benign development of Xitang comes

from its ever-increasing industrial economy.
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Urbanization of the old town Xitang is closely linked with its tourist industry
(as shown in Figure 3). Tourist industry brings visitors from all over the world,
attracts investors with unique vision, provides more opportunities for local
entrepreneurs and brings tangible benefits to people live in Xitang (as shown
in Figure 4 and 5).
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Xitang scenic area has experienced 3 stages of development. It is the
reconstruction period of tourism infrastructure for the old town from 1997 to
2003; it's the promotion and marketing period of Xitang tourism from 2003 to
2008; it’s the industry guidance period of Xitang tourism since 2008. In 2013,
its tourism ticket income exceeded 100 million RMB and it was awarded as the
annual best fashion tourism resort in Asia and tourist destination themed with
cultural charm in the Fairland of China. As introduced, Xitang is striving to
create national wide “AAAAA” tourist attractions. In future, its residents will live
in the “AAAAA” scenic region. They are participants as well as beneficiaries of

construction and this is just the charm of “Xitang Mode”.
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Figure 3 Strong Commercial Atmosphere of Xitang
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Figure 4 Calligraphy on Bamboo Tube in Xitang

Figure 5 Xitang Fabric Flower
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3.2 Creating the “people-dominant” planning mode for villages and
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Present situations in China are very similar to that of South Korea in the
1970s. Industrialization and urbanization are quickened; development of
industry and agriculture are unbalanced; the income gap between farmers and
urban residents is increased and rural problems are very outstanding. South
Korea launched the “New Village Movement” at that time, creating a
successful mode of great-leap-forward development for rural construction in
the developing country. At the beginning, the “New Village Movement” was
also dominated by government, namely “government-dominant”; later its
scholars found the enthusiasm and creativity of farmers haven’t been really
aroused and then the movement was gradually dominated by government and
people together, namely “government and people as an organic whole”; and
then later, the movement was organized, coordinated, promoted and evaluated
completely by nongovernmental organizations & institutions, namely
“‘people-dominant”.
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The planning idea of “people-dominant” is mainly embodied in two aspects
in village & town planning. A) At earlier stage of project, we shall extensively

carry out questionnaire survey & interview work to comprehensively



understand villagers’ ideas and opinions on village & housing construction,
meet villagers’ real needs from their perspective and satisfy their basic needs.
B) Personnel system of clan management is often emphasized in rural areas,
thus the property right is prone to be not clear. Planners shall clearly
understand the situation first and then conduct the planning to clear property
right for each household. Architects shall try to degrade the building complexity
into assembled houses so as for villagers to produce finished products of
building parts economically and thus lower the cost. This is the material basis
for rural residents to participate in the design.
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Any construction in rural areas is inseparable from farmers. We shall
believe in and rely on farmers. Designers and leading cadres should take
"people first, respect for public opinion" as the principle, eliminate the
erroneous zone in ideological understanding, regard farmers as living people
with the subjectivity, deeply root the activity purpose, significance and benefits
for farmers in the hearts of the people and start from practical problems the
farmers are most concerned about. Only in this way, will farmers be active
supporters in planning and construction of village & town.
EPIfEE: PR AR EAT
Case Interpretation: Haotang Village in Xinyang, Henan province
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Haotang village is located in the southeast of Wulidian Town of Pingqgiao

District in Xinyang, Henan province with an area of 16km?2. It is located in



Dabie Mountain area and belongs to mountain village (as shown in Figure 6).
Before 2009, like thousands of other villages, Haotang village was showing
depressed picture. There was garbage and sewage everywhere, Chinese
chestnut picked by no one with deserted tea garden, and left-behind elderly,

children and melancholy village cadres (as shown in Figure 7).
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Figure 6 Location Map of Haotang Village
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Figure 7 Haotang in 2009
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Haotang Experiment conducted by China New Rural Planning and Design
in 2009 can be generally divided into two stages. One stage is from 2009 to
2011. This stage was the village & community reconstruction experiment,

taking built-in finance of “Mutual-Aid Pension for Senior Citizen” as its core,



“four rights unification” (property right, finance right, administrative right and
govern right) and “three form an organic whole” (economic development,
community construction and community governance) as the main features. Li
Changping, expert on three rural issues from China New Rural Planning and
Design, was mainly in charge of work in this stage. The other stage is from
2011 to 2013. This stage took “Haotang Tea House” construction as the
opportunity to explore “the win-win” mode which adapts to the construction of

counter-urbanization trend and thereby realized the “win-win mode” of life,

production and ecology (as shown in Figure 8, 9, 10, 11).
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Figure 8 River Landscape Figure 9 Transformed 200 mu Lotus Pond
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Figure 10 Haotang Tea Room Figure 11 Bio-toilet of Haotang Primary
School
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Haotang Experiment is also one of the ways to save natural villages in
China. During urbanization, about 10% villages in China will turn into towns,
60% villages will be hollowed out and 30% villages have the protection value.

We should protect the 30% villages with protection value.
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3.3 Creating Sustainable Development Mode for Villages and Towns
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Small villages and towns shall show “green” lifestyle for human beings.
Planners shall put the idea of sustainable development throughout the
planning of small villages and towns.
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Firstly, any village form with long history has its special function cipher. The
best pattern for keeping ecological balance between the village and nature is
obtained from history development as well as perfect combination of location
selection, layout and spatial extend direction of village and its surrounding
mountains, rivers and landscape. Planners shall reserve its original special
pattern as much as possible, letting nature take its course, so as to minimize
interference in nature and maximize economic benefits. Secondly, planners
may employ local green renewable resources as building materials, but

prohibit wanton felling of trees. Thirdly, the idea of sustainable development for



small villages and towns shall contain the plan of combining local experience
to build biogas digesters for households. Since most famers keep livestock
such as cattle and pigs, there are plenty of raw materials for biogas. Biogas
lamps are suitable for general night lighting, while biogas stoves can save lots
of local fuel.

EPIfEE: ARar

Case Interpretation: Shiliuhong Village
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Located in Dongxihu District of Wuhan City (as shown in Figure 12),
Shiliuhong Village focuses on agriculture.Except for a minority of villagers
going out for work, almost all of them live by growing vegetables with the
income of RMB 3,700 per capita, and tourism income is zero. Since there are
nearly dirt roads in villages and few hard road surfaces, the transportation of
this village, with the main dependent transportation vehicle of “Mamu”, is in
poor condition. Developing tourism is a great revolution for Shiliuhong Village,
and a positive change towards developing and gradating. The revolution of
developing tourism in Shiliuhong Village relies both on external power of

promoting changes and on traditional power of sustaining changes.
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Fig.12 Location Map for Shiliuhong Village
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Fig.3 Meandering Han River
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Fig. 14 Folk House Made up of Local
Materials

Fig. 15 Production Site for Ecological

Agriculture
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Great improvements have been made to the environment after renovation;
the road at embankment top has become into a 7m wide cement road from the
previous dirt road, which is suitable for motor vehicles. There are 50m building
lines at the north of embankment, and Han River at the south of embankment
(as shown in Figure 13). With respect to ecological sewage treatment system
of community, 2 sewage treatment pools, with the ability of over 180t sewage
treatment on a daily basis, have been built. The overall water quality has been
improved obviously through ecological sewage treatment.
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The straws were disposed by incinerating directly but now they are
transported to straw gasification station to provide 300 households with gas for

everyday life. All these households can save RMB 500 to 1,000 gas fees every



year and the income of farmers is increased due to by-products of charcoal,
wood tar and wood vinegar produced during production yearly. Besides,
energy is also saved, and air pollution resulted by incinerating straws is
reduced.
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Solar energy comprehensive utilization system was successively built
since 2005: solar street lamps installed also have insecticidal function, greatly
decreasing the number of mosquitoes in summer; Electricity charge is lowered
by using the solar water heater.

ARILLA W o2 AL AR R ARSI B, X AR AR B B 4 v 4 i 2
fir, WHREM RV SERNANNT, IS RAEFIIRBCR, Bl T ER TSR R (K
13. 14).

On the basis of excellent ecological environment, the construction for
Shiliuhong Village contains full and accurate renovation to ecological
environment, detailed and specific action to energy saving and environment
protection, and it has acquired good results and realized sustainable
development of the village(as shown in Figure13, 14).
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3.4 Cultural Inheritance and Protection
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During the planning, topology research of the overall layout, and research

and reproduction of spatial characteristics and sizes of streets of a village or



town shall be placed in the first place, in order that the planning may not go
against the original layout of public and residential architectures, the original
publicity and private designs can be reserved, and the environment and
lifestyles of the village or town can be protected. In the second place, close
attention shall be paid to the variable planning and designs of different kinds of
architectures and the unknown future development shall be taken into
consideration as much as possible, because residents’ demands on
residences vary during the urbanization. At last, rich regional characteristics
shall be vested in the appearances of the architectures of villages and towns,
and priority shall be given to unique local roofing materials and local materials
to construct roofs and walls of the architectures. In addition, detailed
decorations shall reserve the original styles and features. In conclusion, the
overall effect of planning a small village or town shall be coordinated with the
original one.
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In recent years, relevant governmental authorities of Hubei, Fujian and
other provinces have organized relevant units to research and compile village
and town style and feature planning and residential building design guidance
to provide guidance for construction of local villages and towns, realize the
vilage and town layout “respecting for nature, conforming to nature and
following the theory of syncretism between man and nature”, and restore or
create the landscape “enabling people to watch mountains, appreciate waters
and keep in mind the nostalgia”.

KB REKE LH—UtYUR
Case Analysis: Earth Buildings in Yongding, Fujian Province — Hongkeng

Village
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Praised as “oriental ancient castle”, “treasure in the world architecture” as
well as “unique and mythical mountain building mode in the world”, earth
buildings in Fujian Province, famous for its long history, various type, large

scale, peculiar structure, complete function and rich connotation, have a great

deal of value for history, art and science.
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Fig. 16 Location Map for Hongkeng Village
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Located in central south of Hongkeng Village of Hukeng Town in Yongding
County, Longyan City, Fujian Province, Zhencheng Building is a model and
paragon among Hakka earth buildings. Situated at the entrance of Hongkeng
Village and built in 1912 covering more than 5000m?, it is not only one of the
most typical round earth buildings but also unique and the most typical

representative of mountain village residential building in the world (as shown in



Figure 17, 18 and 19).
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The industrial upgrading strategies for earth buildings of Fujian Province
are: applying for world cultural heritage; earth buildings of Fujian Province
were applied for world heritage in 2008, which has improved their popularity
worldwide and promoted publicity tremendously for tourism of earth buildings.
Transforming the earth buildings into museums and hotels; the museum shows
the culture of villages and towns and displays characteristic supplies of
residents. The earth buildings converted from earth buildings can provide
unusual experiences of Hakkas accommodation for foreign visitors. It also
improved the living quality of residents living in the earth buildings by
compensating the shortcomings of earth buildings, such as building
reasonable bathroom facilities and improving the function distribution of earth

buildings, etc.
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Fig.17 Exterior View of Zhencheng Building in Yongding
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Fig.18 Interior View of Zhen-cheng Building in Yongding
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Fig.19 Earth Group in Yongding
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4. Conclusion
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This paper summarizes planning strategies of small villages and towns
from political and design level. At first, the development of small villages and
towns shall be promoted by upgrading industrial structure; Secondly, the
“people-dominant” planning of villages and towns shall be advocated; thirdly,
planning of villages and towns featured with sustainable development shall be
created; fourthly, cultural inheritance and protection shall be conducted. Only

through putting these strategies in leading position on the road for future



development, can the objective of small villages and towns in China going into
the road of sustainable development come true.
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Source: Figure 1,4,5,7-11,13 quoted from the network. Figure 2,6,12,16
drawn from the author. Figure 3,14,17-19 of self.
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