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1.0
Brief History of Architectural Education in Bangladesh 

· Architectural Education, like Architecture itself, has gone under numerous stages of development and eventually has evolved to its present form. The first school to adopt a formal five-year professional program of study in Architecture was Cornell University which did so in 1922. By 1940 almost all the Architecture schools in US and all over the world had a standard course of five year leading to a Bachelor degree of Architecture. A "four-plus-two" program became a model for expanding the professional curriculum in the 1960's at the university of California and Washington. This program usually took the form of a four-year course of study in environmental design followed by two years with a strong concentration in Architecture. Many school stayed with the five-year Bachelor of Architecture program. Taking this as a role model, the Institutions offering degree in Architecture in Bangladesh, have 5 years programs leading to the degree of Bachelor of Architecture (B. Arch.).
· The Bangladesh Perspective: The process of industrialization and urbanization in Bangladesh (the then East Pakistan) in the 1950s led to a hectic development that lacked technological support. In such a challenging situation, the need for professional architects was immensely felt. It was imperative that a Department to foster degree in architecture be established along side the existing engineering education. In 1961 the first Department of Architecture was founded in Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology (BUET), Dhaka with the support of the Texas A & M University (USA). The Curriculum carried the spirit of the then American standard of Architectural Education. The first batch of graduates from the 5-years B. Arch. Program came out in 1966. With time this curriculum underwent numerous additions and subtractions with the changing circumstances of profession and the society. After the Independence of Bangladesh in 1971, the number of students intending to study architecture and as well as local experienced teaching staff increased significantly. Thus ensuring the introduction and development of a more contextual and need oriented academic curriculum in this pursuit. 

· To cope with the growing demand of architects countrywide, especially outside the capital city a second public School of Architecture was established in the southeastern region (Khulna) of the country in 1991. The Discipline of Architecture of Khulna University (KU) started with a group of architects delivering a 5-year B.Arch. program. Much later Two others public universities were also established in other two divisional headquarters such as; Shahjalal University of Science & Technology, Sylhet in 2006 and Chittagong University of Science & Technology in Chittagong in 2010.  
· The national parliament passed the Private Universities Act in 1992 which allowed private universities to operate. The demand for an undergraduate education in Architecture led to the establishment of a Department of Architecture at the Ahsanullah University of Science and Technology (AUST) in 1996 followed by the University of Asia Pacific (UAP) in 1997, BRAC University in 2002, North South University in 2004, State University in 2004, American International University of Bangladesh(AIUB) in 2005, Stamford University in 2005, Leading University in 2006 and Bangladesh University in 2007, Chittagong University of Engineering & Technology (CHUET). A few more universities, such as Prime Asia University, are awaiting their Architecture Degree for approval form the University Grants Commission (UGC), the sole Government Agencies for approving universities and courses they offer. The academic curriculum of these universities does not vary drastically than that of BUET. However, the method of delivering education does vary. The opportunities provided by the private universities to study architecture have relieved the pressure on the public universities. Furthermore the private universities are able to graduate their students in due time, something the public universities are yet unable to do for various reasons. The private schools are however, in the process of development- both in terms of physical, logistical and other resources, in which areas the public Universities are far ahead. 
2.0
Role of the Member Institute, IAB in relation to the Architectural Education in Bangladesh 


Architecture is a product of simultaneous/parallel experiences. lAB is playing the role of a facilitator (not necessarily a mentor) to provide the Architectural Institutions with inputs of local conditions and contextual requirements so that these curriculums is more rooted to the context and culture from which it came into existence, not an imported one. 

2.1
The Institute (a voluntary learned society or it have statutory power) 


The Institute of Architects Bangladesh (lAB), registered as a society, does not have statutory powers. The Institute however should observe closely with all the architectural degree-awarding schools and evaluated their academic standards when their graduates apply for its membership. 
2.2
Any separate body for accreditation 


For establishing equivalency in the degrees and requirements of the increasing number of architects qualifying from foreign schools as well as local private universities and resolving their issue of membership; lAB has recently instituted a Standard for Architectural Education named ASIAB. An Accreditation process is introduced through ASIAB to maintain quality and standard of education in all the schools teaching architectural studies. IAB has a standing committee comprising of renowned academicians as well as professionals to review the process and maintain integrity of the process of accreditation.  

2.3
Student's body or chapters 


Student's bodies are present at different universities and schools of Architecture but they are still working separately as isolated organizations at different localities. lAB has taken a resolution in the Executive committee to bring them under a common platform to increase inter-school communication and exchange programs. 

2.4
Liaison with Architectural Schools 


There are following 9 Schools of Architecture offering undergraduate program accommodating about 2160 students for a population of about 120 million in the country. 

	Sl No
	Name of Institution
	Year of Estd.
	Name of the Head
	Contact Address

	1
	Bangladesh University of Engineering
& Technology, Dhaka (BUET)
	1962
	Ar. Dr. Zebun Nasreen Ahmed

	T: 9665634, 9665650 x 75

M: 01715042277
shaheda@arch-buet.ac.bd

	2
	 Khulna University, Khulna (KU)
	1991
	Ar.Gouri Sankar Roy
	T: 041-720171-3x 223
M: 01712256771

rangada@gmail.com

	3
	Ahsanullah University of Science & Technology, Dhaka (AUST)
	1996
	Ar. M Abdul Muktadir
	T: 9130613/9115461
M: 01913509139

	4
	The University of Asia Pacific, Dhaka (UAP)
	1997
	Ar. Abu Sayeed M Ahmed
	T: 9664953
M: 01711114084

sayeed@uap-bd.edu 

	5
	BRAC University, Dhaka.(BU)
	2002
	Ar. Fuad Hassan Mallick
	T: 9881265
M: 01713018447

fuad@bracu.ac.bd

	6
	State University, Bangladesh.(SUB) 


	2004
	Ar.Khairul Enam 
	T: 8151784-5
M: 01817076105
mejbah@hubd.net

	7
	North South University, Dhaka.(NSU)
	2004
	Ar. Haroon Ur Rashid
	T: 9885611-20 x 171
hrashid@northsouth.edu

	8
	Shahjalal University of Science & Technology, Sylhet (SUST)
	2004
	Dr. Mushtaq Ahmed
	T: 0821-714479

M: 01711161075

arc@sust.edu
sobhan-arc@sust.edu


	9
	Stamford University, Dhaka. (SU)
	2005
	Ar. Mohammad Ali Naqi
	T: 8153168-69 PABX 

M: 01713063787 anaqi_252@yahoo.com

	10
	American International University of Bangladesh, Dhaka (AIUB)
	2005
	Ar. Dr. Saleh Uddin
	T: 9885907/8811749

M: 01715035772

arefeen@aiub.edu

	11
	Chittagong University of Engineering & Technology (CHUET)
	
	Engr. Dr. Rabiul Alam
	M: 01739177148


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


At present only five schools of architecture (sl. no. 1-5 in the above table) are accredited by IAB.
Table 01: Enrollment and Faculty Strength of Different Schools of Architecture 

	Name of Institution
	Students intake capacity/yr.
	Total number of students
	Full time
Faculty
	Part time
Faculty
	Student :Full time
faculty ratio

	BUET
	55
	350
	32
	6
	9:1

	KU
	30
	150
	23
	5
	5:1

	AUST
	100
	410
	32
	4
	11:1

	UAP
	50
	310
	15
	13
	11:1

	BRAC U
	50
	250
	16
	6
	11:1

	SUB
	75
	250
	13
	10
	11:1

	NSU
	75
	300
	14
	20
	9:1

	STSU
	30
	120
	8
	0
	15:1

	SU
	75
	320
	20
	5
	10:1

	AIUB
	50
	165
	19
	6
	9:1

	CHUET
	60
	60
	8
	4
	5:1

	Total
	650
	2685
	200
	79
	9.6:1


Although the number of Architects produced each year in Bangladesh has increased in a huge quantity, especially after the introduction of Architectural Education in the private Universities, it hardly can meet the actual demand of the contemporary society. 

3.0
Current office bearers (for term 2010-2012) 


An eleven member Executive Committee elected by its members for two years tenure runs the institute. It has the mandate of its members to represent itself as the supreme authority to deal with all matters pertaining to the profession of Architecture in Bangladesh including Architectural Education. Member (Education) Ar. Shaila Joarder is assigned to look after all matters regarding to the Architectural Education. The following New Executive Committee was elected recently in the Institute election held in April 2010. 

	Office
	Name 
	Reg. Number

	President
	Ar. Mubasshar Hussain  
	H-013

	Vice-President 
	Ar. Kazi Golam Nasir
	N-006

	General Secretary
	Ar. Jalal Ahmad 
	A-036

	Joint Secretary
	Ar. Abu Hena Md. Zia Uddin 
	U-005

	Treasurer 
	Ar.Tapos Kumar Roy   
	R-073

	Member (Education)
	Ar. Shaila Joarder  
	J-013

	Member (Publication)
	Ar. Sultana Zakia Rahman
	R-056

	Member (Seminar)
	Ar. Saumen Hazra  
	H-109

	Member (Culture)
	Ar. Md. Shahinul Islam 
	I-036

	Member (Membership) 
	Ar. Nowajish Mahbub   
	M-043

	Member (Profession)
	Ar. Md. Selim Altaf Biplob 
	B-025


4.0
Funding for Institutes Architectural Education 


lAB mainly depends of the fees, subscriptions and donations from its members for events and activities. It also receives a lump sum fund annually from the Government. lAB has got its own land over which it plans to construct its own office building. With this end in view institute is at present raising funds from various sources and contributors. Once the building is complete, it will have a regular source of funds from the rents. 

5.0
Major Programs related to Architectural Education 

· Srilankan Institute of Architects (SLIA) & IAB signed an MOU to have teacher student exchange program between the two countries. 

· The Institute organizes lecture series on a regular basis by inviting distinguished architects and relevant professionals from home and abroad. 
Continuing Professional Development (CPD) programs is regularly organized by lAB at Dhaka. IAB recently initiated to include CPD as a mandatory activity for renewal of membership. An elaborated CPD Policy is also in review to be finally put into practice. It has a range of courses in line to be offered. A few of the courses most frequently offered under this program for Educating the professionals are:
	Sl.
	Topics for CPD Courses

	1
	Implementation of 'Imarat Nirman Bidhimala 2008'.

	2
	Introduction and Implementation of BNBC

	3
	Guidelines for Preparation and Compilation of Construction Drawings.

	4
	Structural Design for Architects and interpreting drawings for Structural Designs.

	5
	Electrical Design for Architects and interpreting Electrical design drawings.

	6
	Plumbing Design for Architects and interpreting Plumbing drawings.

	7
	Mechanical Design for Architects and interpreting Mechanical drawings.

	8
	Construction and Project Management for Architects

	9
	Building Services Management

	10
	Application of Environmental laws and Regulations for Development and Construction Projects.

	11
	Estimation and Specifications for Construction. Preparation of tender documents and tender evaluations for consultants.

	12
	Utilities Design And Compliances For Industry Design.

	13
	Utilities design and compliances for Hospital/Hospitality Management design.

	14
	Applied lighting design: Predictions and calculations

	15
	Contract Agreement for Consultants: Execution and Laws

	16
	Construction Sites: Health and Safety 

	17
	Waste management at Construction Sites


· A hands-on workshop on Rammed Earth Structure and Architecture was organized jointly by the BASE habitat project studio of the -University of Art, Linz, Austria, Housing and Building Research Institute (HBRI) and, Institute of Architects Bangladesh (IAB) at the Eco-Housing Project of HBRI premises in Mirpur, Dhaka.
· Two workshops have been organized by IAB on Bidhimala 2008. The first of these one-day long workshops while the second was on. This was a part of IAB's continuing professional development activity.

· IAB and WaterAid, Bangladesh jointly organized a day long seminar and workshop on Rainwater Harvesting for domestic uses. 

· Seminars and Lectures

The Institute organizes lecture series on a regular basis by inviting distinguished architects and relevant professionals from home and abroad. So far 12 lectures has been arranged till August 2010
6.0
Publications & Exhibition
· The Institute also publishes “IAB Newsletter” covering national and international news and views on architectural issues. 

· Exhibition of the award winning projects of the Aga Khan Award for Architecture held in BUET, BRAC and UAP.

· The Institute of Architects Bangladesh has recently formulated and published First Edition of "Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct 2010" for the member of the Institute.

· IAB has published Accreditation Standard of the Institute of Architects Bangladesh 2010.

· The IAB has recently published ARCASIA Heritage Book.

7.0
Key issues in Architectural Education 


There are Eleven schools of Architecture prevailing in the country. Architecture Program from more universities are in the process of approval from UGC(University Grants Commission). The sudden increase in the number of schools has brought forward certain issues in the field of Architectural Education. Many of these schools are very recently established and the curriculums adopted in such schools are yet to be developed to meet the needs of the society. 200 architects are involved in these schools as full time academicians, which is, around one sixth of the number of the presently available architects in the country. Moreover, most of them are young and there is a scarcity of experienced, qualified and trained teachers in those schools. 


Internship is needed in the process of Architectural Education, providing specialized training and knowledge about architectural practice that can not be covered in the academic setting. They can attain practical training through a close working relationship with a practitioner and also gain first hand experience from construction field. Duration of internship in Bangladesh varies from 6 weeks to 12 weeks. The schools in Khulna University and Ahsanullah University provide no scope of internship within their academic program. 


Studio management globally is one of the major issues that the Architectural institutions are spending most of their energies from the time of establishment of BAUHAUS. Due to the existing social norms and values of our time the 24 hour studio-work gives way to different critical complexities even to the University Administrations. That is why in most of the schools, 24 hour studio-work is being discouraged at deferent levels. Moreover, the isolation caused by extensive use of Personal Computer Technology is driving the students towards a state of alienation both from each other and perhaps from their society. 


With a few exceptions, Architectural academics are reluctant to produce any research paper: neither they nor the professional architects finds it relevant. Indeed, there is often a positive hostility to the very idea of this most intellectual and academic of activities, for designing buildings-not publishing papers. A philosophical understanding is not impossible between these apparent conflicting interest scenario. Taking Professional Practice as a research ground two bipolar outputs can be encouraged, one in paper and other in practical fieldwork. Thus drawing the attention of the professionals and as well as academics towards a common point of interest: that is, the advancement of Architecture as a whole. With this in view institutions imparting Architectural Education must encourage faculty members to be involved in professional practice which would enrich the practical experience and technical knowledge of the members and, in turn, upgrade the quality of teaching. 

8.0
Future Plans 


The Institute of Architects Bangladesh (lAB) registered as a society without statutory powers yet, but enjoys de facto recognition and accreditation by many government agencies and most non​government bodies. A recent Government gazette circular makes lAB's membership as sufficient and essential credential for practice within the Dhaka Metropolitan Area. This provision is likely to be extended to all urban areas in Bangladesh. 


lAB's membership is awarded after a minimum 2-year’s work experience under a Member Architect after graduation from a recognized University, followed by another professional examination conducted by lAB.  lAB is planning to launch inter-school communication and exchange platforms and continuing teachers training program, involving the renowned academicians and the professionals, to ensure the development of Educational Environment, specially, in the increasing number of recently established Architectural Schools of the country. 


lAB is also planning to encourage the Academic Institutions to give more stress on the practice of the profession, which will not only ensure the quality education in the schools but also will generate gamut of specializations among the schools according to the need of the contemporary practice. 

_________________
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