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1. Architectural School Program

Architectural education in Korea began in 1939 following the establishment of the Department of Architecture at the Dong-Ah Engineering College, the former body of Engineering College of Hanyang University Seoul. 
The first national architectural engineering course was offered in 1946 at the Seoul Technical College, the former body of School of Engineering, Seoul National University.
Since then, there are other universities and technical colleges in Korea providing architectural or architectural-related courses. Now in Korea, there are 115 universities with architecture departments, with over 20,000 students. 

Traditionally, Departments of Architecture in Korea have belonged to School of Engineering in most cases with 4 years Bachelor of Science Program. However, from the year 2002, Korean universities began to adopt 5 year Bachelor of Architecture program and 4 year Bachelor of Science in Architecture + 2 year Master of Architecture program depending on the condition of each school. As of now, many schools have already changed their programs and many other schools are preparing new educational programs. 
2. Key Issues in Architectural Education

The Korea Architectural Accrediting Board (KAAB) promotes quality-based evaluation of education programs, in contrast to the quantity-based, across the board evaluation, to stimulate education programs at universities. This results in the qualification of domestic programs to the international architectural education standards, mutual recognition of the education outputs, and is mainly run by professional architects and qualified scholars.
The purpose of architectural education in Korea is the development of architectural culture and contributes to creation. In accordance with the UIA /UNESCO Charter for Architectural Education’s declaration to improve the qualifications of architects and architecture to meet the public purpose of education and training has been conducted. 

Education and professional exchanges for professional practitioners in architecture is one of the key issues.
The KIRA is responsible for enhancing the standard of architecture in KOREA, and establishing the standards of professional architectural services offered by the members of the KIRA.

In order to encourage talented young students who will be the future leaders in the field, the KIRA provides scholarships to those selected students from architectural department of each university.
2.1 Accreditation of architectural programs
“2010 Review of Architectural Education Program” by the Korea Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture has been introduced. It provides general overview of Korean Schools of Architecture and their educational contents.

Revalidation of Bachelor of Arts (Architectural Studies) and Master of Architecture degree program of the Universities will also be started in 2011.

Regarding the accreditation of professional architectural programs, the KIRA will be in close liaison with the Board of Architectural Registration (BoAR) which will be established in 2012. It is based on the new Architecture Fundamental Law and KIRA is entrusted by Ministry of Land, Transport and Maritime Affairs (MLTM) to set up Preparatory Committee.

2.2 Educating the Public
The Citizens Architecture Lectureship established at each chapter of KIRA provides the public interested in architecture, as well as students, with architecture related information, contributing to the expansion of the basis for understanding of the profession.

3. Continuing Professional Development Program

Various academic events, such as seminars, hearings, and lectures, are held as necessary. These events help contribute to the development of architectural 
culture by addressing areas that need improvement and fostering exchange of information concerning domestic and foreign architecture.
To continuously enhance members’ knowledge and skills as professional architects, the KIRA started implementing a Continuing Professional Development (CPD) Program for the KIRA members on a voluntary basis. It became mandatory.

For accreditation, 72 hours per 2 years is necessary.
4. Registration and License Requirement

Architectural Law stipulates the qualifications of Registered Architects and their scope of work as below.

1) Registered Architects are persons who obtain architecture licenses as issued by the Ministry of Land, Transport and Maritime Affairs (MLTM).

2)  Design and Supervision during construction.

Only registered architects are authorized to design buildings which require government permits. Also, only registered architects are authorized to supervise the construction of buildings either designed by themselves or other registered architects. 

1) Any person who has undergone approved courses of study is eligible to obtain an architectural license upon passing the KIRA licensing examination. 

2) Registered architects shall register their office at the MLTM prior to commencement of business. To register his/her office, the architect must associate or hire a recommended number of architects, as required by the law.

4.1 Registration Authority of Architects
Official registration at the Ministry of Land, Transport and Maritime Affairs (MLTM) is essential prior to commencement of practice.

4.2 Procedure for Enrollment
1) Submit an enrollment application to the MLTM with proper identification, a license, a register of associate architects, office status, a guide map, and other data as required.

2) The MLTM reviews the submitted documents and verifies them on site. If everything has been prepared properly, the MLTM will issue a certification of enrollment.

4.3 Relations of Membership with the KIRA
1) When an architectural office has been authorized, it has the option to enrol as a KIRA member.

2) The regular and/or associate KIRA member shall pay membership dues.

3) When an architecture office closes or when an architect's license registration has lapsed, membership to KIRA shall be forfeited accordingly.

4)  KIRA supports all of its members and tries to maintain a current file of all of its member careers.

5. Potential for Student Exchange Program

The KIRA regularly makes sponsorship for students to join exchange programs such as ARCASIA Student Jamboree and KAA-KIRA Overseas Excursion Tours.

Year 2010, the KIRA sponsored travel scholarships to students who were awarded Korean Architecture Award 2010.
6. Accreditation Body and its Status, Name and email address of all Accredited Schools

6.1 Accreditation body
Accreditation of professional architectural programs in Korea, in the context of Architects Registration Ordinance, is carried out by the Korea Institute of Registered Architects (KIRA)

Accreditation of architectural education programmes in Korea is carried out by the Korea Architectural Accrediting Board (KAAB). On the 27th May has become only accrediting board that is recognized by both Canberra Accord and UESCO –UIA, by gaining certification from UNESCO-UIA, Validation council for Architectural Education. The Establishment of the KAAB was lead by Architectural Institute of Korea, Korea Institute of Registered Architects (KIRA), and Korea Institute of Architects. KAAB provides architectural education curriculum guidelines and consulting services.
Mission of KAAB is to set a guideline for degree programs and induce the fulfillment of the programs through accrediting and consulting. The main objective of these roles is to contribute in the development of programs that give inspirations on the significant roles that architects take in the society, and programs that train young prospects that are ready to begin their professional careers. By setting high standards for accreditation, programs that meet the condition will be able to obtain mutual recognition of their professional degree internationally, thus promoting professionalized architectural education programs that are also globally competitive.
6.2 Accredited Schools
Since the very first accrediting in 2006 until 2010, 29 out of the total of 74     5-year professional- degree programs were approved as candidates for accreditation. Also, 5 architectural educational programs have been confirmed to go through the accrediting inspection process, indicating that architectural accreditation has now fully settled. (Source: Review of Architectural education Programs in 2010 by Korea Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture)
7. Student Internship Program Condition

Currently, it is not a mandatory condition for students to gain internship experience after the completion of the pre-professional undergraduate degree in Korea.

8. University/Institution and Contact List

Please refer to “2010 Review of Architectural Education Programs”
9. Future Plans

To enhance the general understanding of architecture by the public, a series of public education programs will be offered by the KIRA.

KIA focuses on the architecture cultural lectures and Architects continuing education system expansion. The Korean Institute of Architects is providing a comprehensive architecture education centre which is contains of an architecture education manual, architecture education for youth, Citizen Architecture Culture lecture, Business management course, make an agreement with 4-year Universities about Second Education, and Continuing education system. KIA goes about to operate Continuing Education System more systematically. The accumulation and effort of like this experience maximizes understanding and cooperation among nations based on the architecture and furthermore there will be the possibility of informing superiority of Korean Architecture to the world widely 

KAI plan to invite a foreign architect for Housing, Architecture & Urbanism (HAU) lecture between September-November 2011, 2012 HAU Lecture and 2012 “Architecture, Question on Books.”
10. Other Important Issue 

KIRA has successfully managed Sustainable Architecture Academy for design experts of  ecological and energy saving architecture commissioned by the Ministry of Land, Transport and Marine Affairs (MLTM) which subsidizes USD 6,500 per trainee as educational expenses. The regular training course will consist of 130 hours lectures and workshops during 3 months for 60 architects in each term.  The special training course will consist of 40 hours lectures for 50 CEO-Architects in each term. 
In conjunction with Sustainable Architecture Academy, workshops on Green & Sustainable Architecture and a special Forum for Green Architecture will be held as part of the annual Korea Architecture Fair & Festival 2011 (Oct.27-Oct.30) which is organized by KIRA. 
AIK is managed a standing Education Committee with sub-committee for college education, professional college education, and architectural exhibition working towards improving education policies, education curricula and contents.

KIA works Research on architectural system and policy Professional Service. 
KIA also offers professional services for architecture and urban planning, planning and supervision of international design competitions, and planning and production of architectural exhibitions.
KAI is scheduled to establish educational programmes related to Landscape Act and BIM.
**
KIRA: Korea Institute of Registered Architect
AIK: Architectural Institute of Korea
KIA: Korea Institute of Architect
KAI: Korea Architecture Institute
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