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1.0
Architectural School Programme

The Board of Architectural Education (BAE) of the SLIA is the education arm of the Institute vested with the responsibility of organizing, supervising, and controlling the admission to the Architectural Profession, and educating and training of persons to qualify as architects. Further, the BAE is required by Statute to prescribe or approve courses of study for the qualifying examinations for membership of the Institute, and to conduct the SLIA courses and examinations. The Board of Architectural Education sustains commitments of the SLIA with regard to aforesaid activities. In this respect the BAE has accredited the architecture course run by the University of Moratuwa and has granted the “Listed” status to the courses run by the City School of Architecture (CSA).

The BAE undertook to revise its curricula in 2010 to incorporate recent developments relevant to architecture covering environmental, social and economic issues. The process included extensive discussions and scrutiny by academics and practitioners and is now operational. The two schools of architecture have already revised their syllabi accordingly and they will be adopted for use in 2012. 
The revised curricula have accepted the stand that the Part I level education is to provide spatially and visually sensitive design skills with creative synthesis of functional and technological coherence and environmental awareness; Part II level provides for sensitive, coherent and well-resolved design; to be philosophical and practical in their synthesis with spatial, visual, environmental and technological skills; and Part III level will provide adequate training in practice, managerial and entrepreneurship skills, and create a morally, ethically sound and socially responsible professional architect.
Accordingly, Part I consists of five streams of study, viz. 

1. Design: design fundamentals and communication

2. Theory, History, and Culture

3. Climate and Environment

4. Materials, technology, services and surveying

5. Profession and practice 

At Part II level, the streams are:

1. Design 

2. Theory and Society

3. Structures and Technology

4. Environment

5. Profession and practice

6. Research and Communication

Part III consists of three sections:
1. Profession (Institutional Context; Legal Context)

2. Design management and contract administration (Management of the Design and Production Process; Project Research/Case Study)

3. Practice (Context of Practice; Managing a Practice)

2
Key Issues in Architectural Education

The BAE is concerned about certain issues it feels needing serious attention and requires to be resolved early. One such is the issue of the relevance or applicability of distance-mode education for architecture.  While at Parts I and II levels contact with the tutors and lecturers appear to be crucially important especially in regard to design and group excursions and projects whether some subjects can be relegated to distance-mode thereby creating a partial distance-mode architecture course is an issue the BAE has been confronted with. 

It is no secret that the western-influenced architecture courses have replaced or eclipsed the traditional technologies in most countries; certain customs and practices those have been codified into rituals and seemingly illogical thumb-rules or even superstitions are being slighted by professionals thus creating a gulf between the majority of the people and the professionals; architects are being increasingly classified as elitists. The new curricula of the BAE have made some attempts to address this issue by including the gaining of some knowledge on these matters as a requirement and we need to see its efficacy in due course.

In a multi-lingual environment such as we find in Sri Lanka the language of communication could turn into an issue; this is further aggravated by the non-availability of an adequate updated body of literature on architecture in native languages. Teaching in English has its own advantages in bridging these gaps but when the professionals coming out of such courses fail to communicate effectively with the average man then the architects become confined to the English-speaking minority on the one hand, and on the other hand they become alienated from the mainstream of society. 
3
CPD Programme

Members of the Institute are expected to update their knowledge in latest technological developments and be aware of issues related to architecture. The Institute facilitates this in many ways:

(a) CPD Programmes held regularly devoted to one theme at a time. During the last year, three such events were held on three subject areas: You and Your Practice: build a winning personality, marketing your work, client aspirations and collecting timely fees; Learning from the Singapore Experience: transmission of knowledge vs. progress delivered by Ar.Ashvinkumar Kantilal, President of the SIA; Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement and the Sri Lankan Construction Industry;
(b) National Conference held as part of the Annual Sessions of the Institute every February; in 2011 the theme was “Architecture For All: City+Community” Several international architects presented papers; they included Raj Rewal from India, Vo Trong Nghia from Vietnam, Filippe Balestra from Portugal, Sara Goransson from Sweden and Anupama Kundoo from India;

(c) General meetings of the membership held four times a year and special meetings where current issues in architecture are discussed; and

(d) The “Architect” Journal where recent projects by architects are featured and related issues discussed.

4
Registration and License Requirement

The Sri Lanka Institute of Architects (amendment) Act No. 14 of 1996 of the Parliament of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka has further reinforced the statutory powers vested with the SLIA. The Architects Registration Board (ARB) established under the Act, controls and protects the use of the title Architect and its derivatives. This scenario increases the role of the BAE, which is responsible for evaluation of qualifications, and for conducting examinations for those to be eventually registered by the ARB.  Registration with the ARB is absolutely necessary to practice architecture in Sri Lanka.

5
Potential for Student Exchange Programme


The CSA has a programme to take the 5th year students on a visit to a foreign land which is a very fruitful event that gives much-needed exposure to students to the international context. In recent years students were taken to Italy, Singapore, India and the USA. Unfortunately the University of Moratuwa has no such programme. However the BAE is highly conscious of the importance of such exposure and contacts with architects and students of other nationalities that a student-exchange programme would be quite welcome. Apart from the obvious advantages of such exposure, establishing close contacts with fellow students could result in a closer community of architects in the region in the future. We believe that this forum could initiate action to look into the feasibility of such a programme among ARCASIA countries.
6
Accreditation Body and its Status, Name and e-mail addresses of all Accredited Schools


The Accreditation Body is the SLIA and the BAE administers the accreditation process. After a year-long whetting process the BAE finalized the accreditation process applicable to schools in Sri Lanka. The document is largely based on the RIBA (Royal Institute of British Architects) document. 


The University of Moratuwa runs the only fully-accredited course; this has been accredited by the RIBA as well. The CSA enjoys the Listed School Status of SLIA and at its request the BAE has commenced the validation process; the RIBA gave full accreditation to the CSA courses in February 2011.


Accredited School:


Department of Architecture


University of Moratuwa


e-mail: head@archi.mrt.ac.lk 

Listed School (accreditation pending):


City School of Architecture


e-mail: ceo@csacolombo.edu.lk 
7
Student Internship Programme Condition


Student internship programme is ensured by the requirement of practical training obtained under a Chartered Architect and monitored by the BAE over 2 years (fulltime) for University of Moratuwa students and 4 years part time+1 year full time for CSA students. The monitoring of the experience is to verify the quality of the experience received and to ensure that the scope of experience covers a substantial portion of an architect’s work.
The BAE has now finalized the Professional Experience Training Manual purpose of which is to give employers and trainees necessary guidance and directions to fulfil the training requirements set out by SLIA as partial requirements to sit the examinations and to obtain memberships.

In preparation of this manual, allocating of credits for training at Parts I and II levels has been considered. Accordingly,

1) Academic based credit value training and

2) Practice Training (Design, Contract Documentation & Contract Management to be emphasized at Part I, II and III respectively) would be expected.

BAE has introduced the concept of employment ‘mentor’, as being a chartered architect in that particular practice responsible for the training of the student, and acts as his guiding light. The employment mentor has to ensure that the trainee is given exposure to a wide range of professional activities undertaken by the office so that he is given an opportunity to satisfy the objectives of the training scheme.

“Professional Experience and Development Record” of the trainee should be thoroughly checked and signed by the employment mentor in regular intervals. The same will be monitored by the Counsellor assigned to the student by the BAE.

Duties and responsibilities of the Trainee, Employment mentor and the Training Counsellor are separately stated in tabular form in the manual for easy reference.

However the practicality of implementation of the system on practices without undue stress has also been considered. Trainer Practices have been categorized based on Principal Architect’s seniority as a Chartered Architect to provide Part I, II and III levels of training.

8
University and Contact List

University of Moratuwa: Faculty of Architecture/Department of Architecture


Professor of Architecture: Prof.Nimal de Silva


Professors: Prof.Samitha Manawadu, Prof.Harsha Fernando (Head of Department)

Senior Lecturers: Archt.R.Alahakone, Archt.S.I.Balasuriya, Archt.D.P.Chandrasekara, Archt.Narein Perera, Archt.J.A.A.S.jayasinghe, Archt.U.G.D.Weerasinghe, Archt.M.K.Dissanayaka, Archt.Dr.R.M.K.U.Rajapaksa, Archt.Dr.I.G.P.Rajapaksa, Archt.Dr.Janaka Wijesundara, Archt.U.P.P.Liyanage, Archt.D.S.H.Pathirana, Archt.N.H.D.de Siulva, Archt.Wasana de Silva, Archt.A.C.Rajapaksha, Archt.Sithumini Rathnamalala


Lecturers: Ms.A.A.Hettiarachchi, Ms.W.M.N.D.Ranasinghe, Ms.K.K.Samarasekara, Archt.G.K.D.M.P.Samaratunga, Ms.R.J.Senanayaka, Ms.R.Wickramanayaka, Eng.Susira Udalamatta

City School of Architecture


Staff: Archt.C.Anjalendran, Archt.Sadev Wittachchi, Archt.Yudish Ganeshan, Archt.Nuwan Dias, Archt.Nandika Denipitiya, Archt.Surangi Gunawardena, Archt.Prabodhi Weerasekara, Archt.Dilini Mapagunaratna, Archt.Priya Mapitigama, Archt.Suzette Wehella, Archt.Nandike Samaranayaka, Archt.Sanath Liyanage, Archt.Sunmith Perera, Archt.Ranga Dayasena, Archt.Subash Kuruwitage, Archt.Peshali Perera, Archt. Archt.Chamila Bambaradeniya, Archt.Thilan Kotthigoda, Archt.Chamikara Moses, Archt.Samanthika Priyasena, Archt.Kanchana Senasinghe, Archt.Lakshman Seneviratna, Archt.Tamara Wijeyapala, Archt.Dimantha Weliange. 
9
Future Plans

The BAE has set out to work on some aspects of education that could have a long-term effect on the quality of architects we produce;
1. Modernization of examination methodologies: delivery systems, design critiques, assignments, written examinations, etc. will be re-looked at to identify inherent weaknesses and to formulate alternative systems of testing;

2. Establishment of a research fund that could be made available for research into architectural education;

3. Strengthening of relations with regional institutions in the areas of education, validation and research. 
