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1. The role of VAA in architect education

As an occupational association, VAA is fully aware of our role and responsibility in architect education and thereby considers this as one of our key tasks. The role of Viet Nam Association of Architects in education is specified as follows :

- Indirect participation in long-term regular architect education, which means cooperating with educational institutions in developing education curriculas, supplying professional materials for reference, introducing experienced architects as lecturers in universities or upper majors.

- Direct participation in short-term education by improving professional practice knowledge and skills for graduated architects and working architects through classes, study-tours, conferences,…

Education task is performed by Education Committee of VAA which mainly consists of architects working in education fields throughout the country. The Research Institute of VAA is responsible for carrying out short-term education activities.

2. General situation of architect education in Viet Nam

There are currently 18 educational institutions for architects in Viet Nam which produce over 1,000 graduates every year. There are 3 Government-owned architecture schools which have a long-time history, out of which Ho Chi Minh City University of Architecture was established in 1925 during French colonial rule.

The fast-developing building market and increasing vocational competition with foreign architects require significant improvements in education programs in each school towards international standardized approach to produce competent architects who are able to keep up with market demand. However there exist limitations during this innovation processs.

3. Results of architect education and improvement process

- With regard to books, materials in assistance with education research and reference, a book system by VAA is specified as follows :

+ Architecture enjoyment

+ Local architecture

+ Seminar summary record

+ Book for Viet Nam Architecture history (in progress )

- VAA has cooperated with educational institution to organize conferences on education, building up innovative programs regarding architect educcation.

- VAA has encouraged experienced architects to give lectures in universities and upper majors in Architecture, urban and rural planning, urban management, heritage preservation, environment,…

- Providing courses in education and knowledge and professional skill improvements for practising architects in locals, specifically :

+ Viet Nam climate architecture for architects in Quang Ninh, Ha Tinh

+ Professional skill improvement, ecological architecture information, ecological tours for architects in Ha Tinh, Can Tho

+ Viet Nam tropical architecture – current situation and trend for architects in Thai Nguyen

+ Visual design for architects in Ho Chi Minh city

+ Feng shui in architecture design and urban planning, property business for architects, civil engineers and entrepreneurs in Ha Tinh, Can Tho, Ha Noi, Vinh, Son La

+ Architectural heritage preservation in Ho Chi Minh City

+ Architecture design, constructing planning for rural and typical ecological areas (upper regions) in Son La.

+ Study tours to France, Spain, Italy, Greece

General review

- Experts and architects have taken active participation for their career improvement and learning need.

- Education content originates from members’ reality demands and successfully meets requirements in providing new knowledge, improving architects’, especially young ones’, professional ability in locals.

- Problems regarding education irregularity and education unavailability in ethnic regions due to facility and finance limitations have not yet been solved.

- There exist weaknesses in activities regarding cooperation, information exchange between architects in Viet Nam and architects in Asia and other regions.

4. Plans of education and improvement until 2015

In order to improve professional knowledge, qualifications and skills for nearly 15,000 practising architects, VAA is carrying out the following education activities:

- Proceeding with cooperating with educational institutions all over the nation for undergraduate and post-graduate training and education in architecture, planning, heritage preservation, environment,… 

- Providing courses in education and knowledge and professional skill improvements for practising architects with a view to meeting requirements of architecture and urban development towards green, modern and architecture identity. The period 2011-2012 is focusing on green architecture, energy saving and efficiency, architecture development, urban planning in the event of climate change

- Motivating cooperation, information and knowledge exchange, skill improvements between Viet Nam architects and architects in Asian countries as well as other nations through study tours.

