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Arcasia Committee on Social Responsibility 
(ACSR)  
 
Report on ARCASIA Committee on Social Responsibility (ACSR) 
Events,	
  Kathmandu, Nepal 
 
Date: 5th and 10th October, 2013  
Venue: The Soaltee Crowne Plaza Hotel and The Radisson Hotel, Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

1) 2nd Meeting of ACSR 
On the 5th October, the 2nd ACSR Meeting was held at The Soaltee Crowne 
Plaza Hotel which was attended by 14 Member Institute Representatives. 

 
The Meeting Attendance were: 
 
Chairman, Ar. Joseph Kwan (HKIA), jkuda@netvigator.com 
Ar. Sounantha Kanlaya (ALACE), nanokly@gmail.com 
Ar. Desaparamy Abhay (ALACE),	
  paroth_1990@yahoo.com 
Ar. Dr. Bundit Pradabsook (ASA), aoodbrando@hotmail.com 
Ar. Saliwa Tkakulvech (ASA),	
  punnavech@hotmail.com 
Ar. Liu Peng Steve (ASC), liupengsteve@vip.sina.com 
Ar. Farhana Sharmin Emu (IAB), fsemu@hotmail.com 
Ar. Muhammad Arif Changezi (IAP), honsecretary@iap.com.pk  
Ar. Sikandar Hayat Khan (IAP), sikandar@shkarchitects.com 
Ar. Syed Zaigham S. Jaffery (IAP), xiaghamj@gmail.com 
Ar. Sudhir B. Balakrishna (IIA), archsudhir@gmail.com 
Ar. Terukazu Nii, (JIA), nivas@nii-architects.com 
Ar. Sung Min Kim (KIRA), smkim@hanssum.com  
Ar. Assoc. Prof. Norwina Mohd Nawawi (PAM), norwina19@gmail.com  
Ar. Haji Abdul Halim Suhor (PAM), arhalimsuhor@gmail.com 
Ar. Ms. Rita Soh (SIA), r.soh@rdca.com.sg  
Ar. Ranjan Naresapillai (SLIA), sliagen@sftnet.lk  
Ar. Suroj Raj Rajkarnikar (SONA – DUDBC), surojrk@hotmail.com 
Ar. Sarita Shrestna Maskey (SONA – DUDBC),	
  sshresltamaskey@gmail.com 
Ar. Nghiem Hong Hanh (VAA), honghanhkts@yahoo.com 
 
 
The meeting was well attended with presentations of country reports from ACSR 
members. At the conclusion of the meeting, the 2012 Action Plan was updated with 
actions for 2013 in particular to the proposed Symposium to be held in Kuala Lumpur 
during the ARCASIA ACA16 in June 2014. 
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2) 1st ACSR Symposium on Architecture and Social Responsibility 
On the morning of 10th October, the 1st ACSR Symposium was held at The 
Radisson Hotel which was attended by ACSR Member Institute Representatives, 
SONA Representatives, local architectural practitioners and students from Nepal’s 
schools of architecture. Over 100 participants attended this Inaugural Symposium 
where four local speakers and seven international speakers shared their project 
experiences in the area of Universal Design and Accessibility; and on Design for 
Natural Disasters. 
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3) Design Competition – Universal Design: Public Toilet for All 
July-October 2013 
 
Most public and private buildings in Nepal are being made without considering the 
abilities, age and gender of the users.	
   The provision of equitable physical 
accessibility to public infrastructure for persons with disabilities is continuously 
being neglected, evidenced in the fact that not one single public toilet in the heart 
of the capital at Kathmandu is accessible or usable by a wheelchair user. 
 
In order to address these issues as part of the social responsibility and obligation 
pertaining to all Architects, the theme "Universal Design" - Public Toilet for All was 
chosen for a design competition as it is a most important part of professional life 
to be engaged meaningfully in society in every aspects of life with dignity. 
 
At the close of entry submission in September 2013, there was a total of 49 
design submissions, 17 from the professional and 32 from the students’ category. 
Ten entries were shortlisted from each category, from which the three winners 
and two honourable mentions were all awarded with prize monies and trophies. 
 
It is the intent that the winning design will be built in Kathmandu as a pilot scheme 
of the national standard for a universal design public toilet for all to be adopted by 
the Nepalese Government and others to follow. 
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4) Media and Press Coverage 
 

Media interviews were conducted during the month of October 2013 in Nepal by 
The Himalayan Times and these appeared in the following articles.  
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