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IntroductionIntroduction::
–– PWDsPWDs areare amongamong thethe poorestpoorest ofof thethe poor,poor, thethe mostmost

disempowereddisempowered andand thethe most,most, inin needneed..
–– assumptionassumption thatthat supportsupport forfor generalgeneral populationpopulation willwill

automaticallyautomatically benefitbenefit PWDsPWDs withinwithin themthem isis falsefalse
–– developmentdevelopment agenciesagencies mustmust considerconsider theirtheir

responsesresponses toto crisiscrisis andand povertypoverty fromfrom thethe
perspectiveperspective ofof PWDsPWDs

–– programsprograms toto ensureensure allall sectorssectors ofof thethe populationpopulation
receivereceive equalequal treatmenttreatment inin reliefrelief initiativesinitiatives

–– humanitarianhumanitarian obligationsobligations..



Disadvantage to PWDs in Disadvantage to PWDs in 
comparison to otherscomparison to others

•• ChildrenChildren areare oftenoften moremore dependantdependant onon family,family, educatorseducators andand othersothers
inin societysociety..

•• InIn disasterdisaster situationssituations theythey becomebecome moremore vulnerablevulnerable whenwhen theythey areare
separatedseparated fromfrom thesethese supportssupports.. ChildrenChildren alsoalso experienceexperience thethe
traumatrauma associatedassociated withwith disastersdisasters

•• differentlydifferently thatthat othersothers andand thisthis traumatrauma cancan affectaffect themthem negativelynegatively
forfor thethe restrest ofof theirtheir liveslives.. ParentsParents provideprovide guidanceguidance andand supportsupport toto
theirtheir childrenchildren inin timestimes ofof crisiscrisis.. ParentsParents withwith disabilitiesdisabilities needneed
supportsupport toto ensureensure themselvesthemselves andand theirtheir childrenchildren havehave accessaccess toto
reliefrelief.. IfIf thethe ChildrenChildren areare wellwell trainedtrained forfor emergencyemergency reliefrelief beforebefore
hand,hand,

•• ChildrenChildren cancan significantlysignificantly developdevelop awarenessawareness inin thethe communitycommunity
duringduring andand afterafter disastersdisasters..

•• sensitizesensitize theirtheir elderselders andand parentsparents urgingurging themthem forfor safetysafety againstagainst
disastersdisasters



disasters do affect women and disasters do affect women and 
men differently:men differently:

•• differentdifferent rolesroles theythey occupyoccupy inin society/communitysociety/community
•• differencesdifferences inin theirtheir capacities,capacities, needsneeds andand vulnerabilitiesvulnerabilities..
•• thethe collapsecollapse ofof thethe temporarytemporary sheltershelter causedcaused thethe

casualtycasualty ofof moremore WomenWomen inin DharanDharan inin OctoberOctober 20092009..
•• ElderlyElderly peoplepeople willwill bebe moremore likelylikely toto havehave impairmentimpairment
•• FailureFailure toto recogniserecognise thesethese differingdiffering needsneeds cancan resultresult inin

thesethese groupsgroups beingbeing furtherfurther marginalizedmarginalized
•• eveneven denieddenied vitalvital assistanceassistance..



International instruments and International instruments and 
policies:policies:

–– TheThe InternationalInternational PolicyPolicy guidelineguideline hashas beenbeen addressedaddressed byby thethe
InternationalInternational HumanHuman RightsRights DocumentsDocuments..

–– CRPDCRPD inin itsits PreamblePreamble (j)(j) recognizesrecognizes thethe needneed toto promotepromote andand
protectprotect thethe humanhuman rightsrights ofof allall PWDs,PWDs, includingincluding thosethose whowho
requirerequire moremore intensiveintensive supportsupport..

–– ArticleArticle 1010 ensuresensures thethe RightRight toto lifelife withwith thethe provisionprovision ofof InherentInherent
rightright toto lifelife

–– FurtherFurther thethe articlearticle 1111 mentionmention aboutabout thethe SituationsSituations ofof riskrisk andand
humanitarianhumanitarian emergenciesemergencies

–– allall necessarynecessary measuresmeasures toto ensureensure thethe protectionprotection andand safetysafety ofof
PWDsPWDs inin situationssituations ofof risk,risk,

–– includingincluding situationssituations ofof armedarmed conflict,conflict, humanitarianhumanitarian emergenciesemergencies
andand thethe occurrenceoccurrence ofof naturalnatural disastersdisasters..””



Universality approach of Universality approach of 
Disaster Management:Disaster Management:

•• UniversalityUniversality approachapproach ofof DisasterDisaster
ManagementManagement::



UniversalityUniversality

•• IfIf thethe responsesresponses ofof disasterdisaster preparednesspreparedness areare
accessibleaccessible toto PWDsPWDs

•• suchsuch asas wheelchairwheelchair users,users, severelyseverely visual,visual,
hearinghearing andand intellectualintellectual disabilities)disabilities)

•• itit couldcould mostmost certainlycertainly bebe accessibleaccessible toto elderlyelderly
people,people, children,children, pregnantpregnant women,women, severelyseverely illill
patientspatients andand allall othersothers

•• itit alsoalso addressaddress diversity,diversity, byby includingincluding ethnicethnic &&
religiousreligious minorities,minorities, HIV/AIDS,HIV/AIDS, sexsex workers,workers,
elderlyelderly people,people, pregnantpregnant Women,Women, peoplepeople livingliving
inin absoluteabsolute povertypoverty apartapart fromfrom PWDsPWDs..



Stockholm principles:Stockholm principles:

•• JuneJune 20032003,,,, InternationalInternational MeetingMeeting onon “Good“Good HumanitarianHumanitarian
Donorship”,Donorship”,

•• HumanityHumanity
•• ImpartialityImpartiality
•• NeutralityNeutrality
•• IndependenceIndependence::
•• thethe PWDsPWDs areare leftleft fromfrom globalglobal disasterdisaster cricescrices andand

humanitarianhumanitarian reliefrelief
•• fundingfunding simplysimply isis notnot reachingreaching PWDsPWDs
•• butbut inin anyany stagestage ofof disasterdisaster managementmanagement
•• fromfrom preparednesspreparedness toto reconstructionreconstruction..



Importance of Communication Importance of Communication 
& Mobility / Technology during & Mobility / Technology during 

Disaster management:Disaster management:•• CommunicationCommunication andand mobilitymobility areare twotwo criticalcritical elementselements inin
emergencyemergency reliefrelief..

•• thethe PWDsPWDs areare facingfacing logisticallylogistically difficultdifficult timetime forfor suchsuch
servicesservices eveneven waterwater && foodfood

•• thethe PWDsPWDs inin KoshiKoshi Flood,Flood, lacklack ofof thethe accessibleaccessible
communicationcommunication meansmeans depriveddeprived fromfrom essentialessential servicesservices

•• useuse ofof technologytechnology shouldshould bebe adoptedadopted andand usedused asas
popularpopular meansmeans ofof communicationcommunication..

•• DuringDuring thethe coursecourse ofof evacuation,evacuation, thethe accessibleaccessible
transportationtransportation shouldshould bebe mademade availableavailable..



Challenges:Challenges:

•• inclusive approach lack the understanding of disability as a social inclusive approach lack the understanding of disability as a social 
and human rights issueand human rights issue

•• . Those who see disability as a “medical” issue do not see the need . Those who see disability as a “medical” issue do not see the need 
for discussion and inclusion of PWDSfor discussion and inclusion of PWDS

•• Disabilities is not getting on the agenda of both the donor countries Disabilities is not getting on the agenda of both the donor countries 
and the community of agencies and the community of agencies 

•• In developing countries, the PWDs themselves are focused on their In developing countries, the PWDs themselves are focused on their 
day to day survival issues day to day survival issues 

•• important to acknowledge the differing vulnerabilities, needs and important to acknowledge the differing vulnerabilities, needs and 
capacities of affected groupscapacities of affected groups

•• It is not realized that the disaster preparedness should not be It is not realized that the disaster preparedness should not be 
perceived as separate from other development sectors, perceived as separate from other development sectors, 

•• rather, it should be mainstreamed in all development programs. rather, it should be mainstreamed in all development programs. 



How can vulnerable population in How can vulnerable population in 
remote, geologically and otherremote, geologically and other--
natural disaster prone areas are natural disaster prone areas are 

helpedhelped::•• ByBy beingbeing includedincluded intointo thethe initialinitial planningplanning onon
local/community/regionallocal/community/regional levelslevels

•• ByBy beingbeing included,included, whereverwherever possible,possible, atat
national/internationalnational/international levelslevels

•• Governments,Governments, civilcivil societysociety andand activistsactivists needneed toto
workwork togethertogether toto establishestablish standardsstandards inin disasterdisaster
preparedness,preparedness, response,response, managementmanagement andand
rehabilitationrehabilitation plansplans throughthrough dialoguedialogue andand
legislativelegislative measures,measures, affordableaffordable andand appropriateappropriate
technologytechnology inin communication,communication, mobilitymobility andand
relatedrelated needsneeds forfor peoplepeople withwith disabilitiesdisabilities..



How can…How can…

•• TheThe solutionssolutions shouldshould bebe humanitarianhumanitarian andand rightsrights basedbased andand notnot thethe
exclusion,exclusion, whichwhich wewe fear,fear, couldcould happenhappen inin thethe futurefuture..

•• ThereThere isis aa needneed toto researchresearch andand understandunderstand howhow technologytechnology maymay bebe
usedused toto assistassist vulnerablevulnerable peoplepeople toto functionfunction inin timestimes ofof disaster,disaster, toto
helphelp bringbring aboutabout changechange inin theirtheir liveslives andand toto bebe usedused atat thethe
preventionprevention stagestage ofof disasterdisaster preparednesspreparedness..

•• DisastersDisasters havehave anan impactimpact onon disability,disability, byby disproportionatelydisproportionately
affectingaffecting personspersons withwith existingexisting disabilitiesdisabilities andand byby creatingcreating aa newnew
generationgeneration ofof PWDsPWDs whowho willwill bebe inin needneed ofof rehabilitationrehabilitation andand
supportsupport.. InIn settingssettings wherewhere resourcesresources areare limited,limited, thethe impactimpact ofof
disastersdisasters onon thesethese groupsgroups ofof peoplepeople cancan bebe longlong--termterm andand farfar--
reachingreaching..



RecommendationsRecommendations

•• rightright toto lifelife withwith dignitydignity andand respectrespect
•• HumanitarianHumanitarian agenciesagencies provideprovide assistanceassistance inin aa HumanHuman

RightsRights
•• rightright toto participation,participation,
•• nonnon--discriminationdiscrimination andand
•• information,information,
•• establishmentestablishment ofof standardsstandards thatthat areare inclusiveinclusive ofof peoplepeople

withwith disabilitiesdisabilities andand implementationimplementation
•• GuidelinesGuidelines shouldshould includeinclude accessibilityaccessibility standardsstandards forfor

shelter,shelter, foodfood andand waterwater distributiondistribution andand healthcarehealthcare
•• servicesservices thatthat meetmeet universaluniversal designdesign principlesprinciples



Recommendations contd…Recommendations contd…

•• attentionattention shouldshould bebe givengiven toto nationalnational emergencyemergency plansplans inin
accessibleaccessible formatsformats..

•• InformationInformation onon universaluniversal designdesign principlesprinciples
•• reliefrelief workersworkers workingworking onon thethe groundground inin affectedaffected areasareas

shouldshould bebe trainnedtrainned
•• ensureensure thatthat newnew constructionconstruction andand majormajor renovationsrenovations areare

carriedcarried outout usingusing universaluniversal designdesign principlesprinciples andand
standardsstandards

•• PWDsPWDs nominated/appointednominated/appointed toto thesethese standardstandard
organizationsorganizations

•• simulationsimulation exercisesexercises toto testtest andand strengthenstrengthen emergencyemergency
communicationcommunication throughoutthroughout DisastersDisasters proneprone regionsregions..



Recommendations contd…Recommendations contd…

•• TheThe policypolicy environmentenvironment shouldshould includeinclude andand addressaddress disasterdisaster
preparednesspreparedness andand dialoguesdialogues

•• MultipleMultiple solutionssolutions andand strategiesstrategies
•• AvailabilityAvailability andand accessaccess ofof accurateaccurate andand completecomplete datadata ofof VulnerableVulnerable

populationpopulation..
•• AA barrierbarrier FreeFree environmentenvironment
•• ActionsActions shouldshould bebe tiedtied toto thethe CRPDCRPD
•• TalkTalk moremore andand keepkeep learninglearning inin orderorder toto comecome toto aa fullfull conclusionconclusion
•• MoreMore educationeducation andand discussionsdiscussions withwith thisthis groupgroup isis neededneeded
•• UnderstandingUnderstanding andand respondingresponding toto diversitydiversity withinwithin thethe populationpopulation ofof

peoplepeople withwith disabilitiesdisabilities -- Women,Women, Children,Children, Seniors,Seniors, otherother vulnerablevulnerable
populationspopulations

•• TheThe schoolschool curriculumcurriculum shouldshould covercover thethe disasterdisaster managementmanagement



FinallyFinally

From Disability Perspectives, From Disability Perspectives, 
Disasters Preparedness Programs should:Disasters Preparedness Programs should:

“Rather doing  different things, do the “Rather doing  different things, do the 
things differently"things differently"



Thanking you all


