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"Implementation of ESG by Architects in their 
Practice" is the topic given to us



Environmental, 
Social and       
Governance



ESG—Environmental, Social, and 
Governance—these are the key issues.



Environmental

• Tree Plantation Programme
• Assistance by IAB during climatic disasters
• Environmental  and Urbanization Activities

ESG—Environmental, Social, and Governance—these are the key 
issues.



Our list here includes several projects by our 
architects, emphasising ESG principles.



Social
• 100 Homes Project for the marginalized Communities
• Establishment of "Help Desk" for Reducing Fire Hazards
• Flood Assistance by IAB
• Seminar, Workshop, and Master Class for University 

Teachers
• Activities Related to Women in Architecture
• IAB Build-Expo 2023
• Organizing the Inauguration Ceremony for New 

Members
• IAB Annual Sports Festival 2023
• Architects assisting the injured during the July 

revolution



Governancel

• Initiative to amend the constitution
• Initiative to Form Bangladesh Civil Service 

(Architecture) Cadre
• Members' Life and Health Insurance
• Formation of Foreign Chapter and Centres
• Formation of help desk regarding DAP and Building 

regulations
• Sending Representatives to the Design Approval 

Committee



Participation of Architects in Historic July Movement 



However, there are rare moments in a nation's 
history—perhaps once in a century or more —
when all other issues take a backseat, and the social 
role of individuals, citizens, or especially architects 
becomes profoundly significant.
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For Bangladesh, the months of July and August of 2024 marked such a historic 
moment—a golden period in our journey as a nation. Recognizing this, IAB chose 
to focus primarily on the Social dimension of ESG, highlighting architects' roles in 
our JULY REVOLUTION



13



2024 stands as a monumental year in the history of Bangladesh—a year 
deeply engraved in the hearts and minds of its people and forever 
inscribed in the annals of history. It marks a time of profound 
transformation, fulfilling the hopes and dreams of generations after long 
struggle and resilience. This was the year the soul of Bangladesh found 
its voice, echoing in the cries for justice, equality, and human dignity.

Human rights, justice, and equity are not just political ideals; they are 
also the very bedrock upon which the architecture of society is built. 
Architecture, in all its forms, reflects the collective values and aspirations 
of a people. 
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The architects of Bangladesh played a 
significant role in the July Revolution often 
risking their lives in the face of police brutality, 
torture, and the threat of enforced 
disappearances. 



17



18



19



20



Risking his life and career, our president, Ar. Abu 
Sayeed, courageously led the protest alongside 
university teachers and students during those 
turbulent times.



22



Every protester you see here is an architect
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IAB’s Direct Involvement in the July Revolution and 
Student Movement Against Discrimination.

IAB’s Direct Involvement in the July 
Revolution and Student Movement Against 
Discrimination.

During the July Revolution in Bangladesh, 
IAB was directly involved in the 
discriminatory student movement. The 
architecs collectively protested the brutal 
killings by the then autocratic ruler.



Architecture holds the power to elevate 
human dignity, to break down walls of 
inequality, and to foster a sense of unity .





We demanded justice, we demanded peace
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We demanded the complete fall of fascism
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During the volatile days of the revolution, 
architects courageously joined the street 
protests, risking their lives for the cause. Some 
of their faces may be familiar to you and 
others are not but each played a vital role in 
shaping this historic movement.
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Architects assisting the people who were



We stood in solidarity not only in the streets 
but also in hospitals, supporting the injured 
and honoring the deceased. Together with 
students and the people, we worked tirelessly 
to support and rehabilitate them and their 
families during and after the revolution.
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56Post-Revolution: Architects' Swift Rebuilding Efforts



Following the Revolution, architects played a 
key role in the spontaneous nationwide effort 
to rebuild, redesign, and reshape urban 
environment which were destroyed during the 
movement.
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Here, you can see architects refurbishing a 
burnt expressway toll plaza in the middle of 
Dhaka
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Assistance to Traffic Volunteers after Revolution



After the Revolution, architects actively 
supported student Traffic Volunteers, stepping 
in during the month-long absence of police 
and a functioning traffic system
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Shortly after the revolution, a sudden flood 
from upstream struck in the middle of the 
night when people were sleeping, submerging 
vast areas and devastating millions. Homes 
were washed away, leaving people without 
food, shelter, or medical aid. In the midst of 
this tragedy, even babies were born on 
makeshift rafts floating in the endless waters.



IAB Stands by Flood Victims of Feni and Comilla in Record-Breaking Flood of 2024. Under the
Social Responsibility Committee of IAB, a sub-committee in the first phase distributed relief
materials including rice, lentils, and other essential items to 100 families in various areas of
Fulgazi Upazila, Feni. In the second phase, 100 boxes of relief were distributed in Comilla.

Assistance By IAB During Climatic Disasters



Architects of Bangladesh swiftly mobilized to 
reach the remotest corners of the flood-
stricken areas, delivering food, medical care, 
and vital assistance to those in desperate 
need.
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Flood 
Assistance 
Programme
of IAB
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Flood 
Resilient 
House Building 
Project of IAB
In Feni & Noakhali



Bangladesh is a flood-prone country, with 
none of its rivers originating within its borders, 
making flood control highly dependent on 
complicated international collaboration. 
Therefore, after the floodwaters receded, 
architects proposed innovative ideas for 
designing flood-resilient houses in the affected 
areas. As part of a design exercise, six such 
houses are currently under construction in 2 
different regions.
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We are also working on a project with hand 
made sun dried brick in this region.



Catalysing
Change:

Constructing

100 Homes
for

the marginalised
rural communities 

of Bangladesh
and navigating

existing
urban-centric

mindset



Now We will also very briefly show how 
Architects of Bangladesh are socially 
empowering marginalized rural communities, 
bringing hope and opportunity through our 
100 Homes Programme.



A project implemented by
the Social Responsibility Committee of

INSTITUTE
OF ARCHITECTS
BANGLADESH,IAB



The number 100 is purely symbolic; if we can 
truly establish this as a social or professional 
movement, it could become 1,000, 10,000, or 
even millions.



DhakaDhaka

KhulnaKhulna

BarisalBarisal

RajshahiRajshahi

MymensingMymensing
SylhetSylhet

Rang
pur
Rang
pur

ChittagongChittagong

Dhaka Division

Khulna Division

Rajshahi Division

Implementation
The eight administrative divisions of Bangladesh
offer a diverse range of landscapes, cultures,
and traditions that contribute to the country's
rich heritage and identity. The divisions are:

Barisal Division

Sylhet Division

Mymensing Division

Rangpur Division

Chittagong l Division

Bay of BengalBay of Bengal



Primarily we decided to work in 8 different 
areas of Bangladesh . 



Kachua

Phase:1 Kachua, Bagerhat, Khulna

Koilash khali
Char sonakur
Mogahiai
Char tengrakhali
Sreerampur
Ezara

Villages covered



Our First project was in Bagerhat near 
the Sundarbans



Khulna University of Science & Technology, Department of Architecture was
selected as the RESEARCH PARTNER for Kachua Project, with Ar. Professor Dr.
Serajul Hakim Upal as the Team Leader

Khulna University of Science and Technology 

Research partner:



Khulna University of Science & Technology, 
Department of Architecture was selected as 
the RESEARCH PARTNER for Kachua Project, 



IAB Survey Team to Kachua



This is the team of architects for survey in 
remote areas of Bagerhat.



Bhola

Phase:2 Bhola,Barishal



We selected Bhola , a coastal island region in 
southern Bangladesh for our 2nd project site



South East University, Department of Architecture was selected Selected as the
RESEARCH PARTNER for the Bhola Project, with Ar.Professor Dr. Masudur Rashid as
the Team Leader.

South East University

Research partner:



South East University, Department of 
Architecture was selected Selected as the 
RESEARCH PARTNER for the Bhola Project, 



IAB Survey Team to Bhola



The survey team for bhola project
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Community Volunteers of Bhola project 



Local community engagement is vital in such a 
project, and we're fortunate to have a 
dedicated group of local volunteers 
supporting our project.





We did extensive survey during our visits to 
remote villages
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Metal Angle fixed 
with the brick 
work.



We introduced Metal Angle fixed with the 
brick work and concrete so that coastal houses 
are not blown away during strong cyclone 
wind. write nicely 





U can see the metal anchors





Plinth completed 





We had extensive group interactions among 
architects  in the design phase for a 
sustainable rural house design in the high risk 
coastal area .
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Exchanges of ideas with local Carpenters, Artisans and Craftsmen .



Meeting local carpenters, craftsmen, and 
artisans to exchange knowledge about local 
context, traditions, and vernacular 
technology.
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Post Survey detail discussion meeting and sharing of ideas and 
experiences in Bhola



Post Survey detail discussion meeting and 
sharing of ideas and experiences in Bhola
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Innovative solutions : 
Mainstream architects trying to redefine rural housing design



After visiting villages, our architects 
developed innovative rural house designs—
Main stream architects got the first platform 
to design for rural communities while 
maintaining their urban practices.



Innovative design proposal :
Architect Md Mazherul Quader





Innovative design proposal :

Architect Bikash Saud Ansary







Innovative design proposal :

Architect Mahfuzul Huq Zaglul & Team

Team Leader

Team Member:
Ar Abdus Sobhan

Team Member:
Ar Cowdhury Pratick Barua











Innovative design proposal :

Architect Tarique Lavlu







Innovative design proposal (option-1)

Architect Bayejid Mahbub Khondker



Innovative design proposal (option-1) of 
Architect Bayejid Mahbub 
Khondker









Innovative design proposal (option-1)

Architect Dr. Sheikh Serajul Hakim

Innovative design proposal (option-1) of Architect 
Bayejid Mahbub Khondker



Innovative design proposal (option-1) of 
Architect Dr. Sheikh Serajul
Hakim



Architect: 









Innovative design proposal :

Architect Ar Ziaul Sharif



Innovative design proposal  of 
Architect Ar Ziaul Sharif





SOUTH ELEVATIONSOUTH ELEVATION





Innovative design proposal :

Ar Shakib ahsan choudhury & Ar Sheikh Itmam Soud [JV]



Innovative design proposal of Ar Shakib 
ahsan choudhury & Ar Sheikh Itmam
Soud
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Innovative design proposal :

Architect Aminul Islam Emon



Innovative design proposal  of 
Architect Aminul Islam Emon







Construction begins 



Construction begins in Bhola





After Design our Construction phase starts







Look at her—overwhelmed with joy and tears, 
she can hardly believe the construction of her 
own house has begun in her lifetime.









Metal Angle fixed 
with the brick 
work.



Metal Angle fixed with the brick work and 
concrete.





Plinth completed 







At mid night of 27th May , 2024, cyclone 
REMAL hit Bhola with high tidal surge reaching 
about 4 to 6 feet above normal level.





During the cyclone the max wind velocity was 
135 miles per hour









Many houses in bhola were completely 
damaged by this cyclone  but none of our 
houses were damaged due to our newly 
introduced anchorage system, Alhamdulillah





You can see Here one of our first phase house 
completely intact just after that cyclone and 
during the water surge.
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4Story of the House of Rahima Bibi



I'll end with the story of Rahima Bibi, a middle-
aged woman abandoned by her husband years 
ago and this was the condition of her house.





And this is her new house with total legal 
ownership to her built under our programme
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The man smiling beside Rahima Bibi is that mysterious lost husband, 
who abandoned her years ago but has now returned from Dhaka 
after she received her new house. This is a testament to how 
architecture can transform lives, empowering women like Rahima
within their families and communities, fostering dignity and hope.

So far we have built 42 such houses in different parts of Bangladesh 
and presently 7 houses are under construction…..and still a long way 
to go.

Ladies and gentlemen, here we end our story today as we don’t hv 
enough time to tell you the whole story, thank u very much.



To maintain environmentally
and people-friendly planning
in Dhaka metropolis and
other regions of the country,
IAB has been working with
various organizations and
government offices. Along
with stakeholders, IAB has
organized various work group
meetings and seminars.

Environmental 
and Urbanization Activities



In its social responsibility, IAB
undertakes large-scale tree plantation
programs and awareness campaigns
during the monsoon season.
Architects, students, and the local
community participate in this initiative.
The goal of this program is to promote
sustainable practices and increase
environmental awareness among
participants, enhancing green living
and environmental consciousness
among professionals and urban
communities.

IAB's Tree Plantation Program 
during the Monsoon Season



IAB Launches Help Desk for Building Fire Safety

To ensure fire safety in buildings, the IAB has launched 
a help desk aimed at providing technical advice. This 
help desk will offer technical consultations to reduce 
fire hazards and ensure fire safety in buildings in the 
capital city.



Seminar, Workshop, and Master Class for University Teachers



IAB has organized a series of seminars, 
workshops, and master classes on "Seismic-
Resisting Structures." These sessions are 
conducted by Andrew Charleson, a renowned 
Associate Professor from Victoria University of 
Wellington.



Organizing the Inauguration Ceremony for New Members



An induction ceremony was organized to 
welcome members. More than 300 architects 
participated in the event through registration. 
During the event, all newly inducted architects 
were presented with gifts and congratulatory 
letters signed by the president of IAB.



IAB Build-Expo 2023





IAB Annual Sports Festival 2023

The IAB Annual Sports Festival 2023 is an 
exciting event that brings together 
architects from across the country to 
compete in various sports. This event also 
provides a great opportunity for architects 
to network and build relationships.



Initiatives for Women Architects

• Creating a Database for Women 
Architects

• Including Women Volunteers in IAB

• Organizing a Convention for Women 
Architects

• Setting Up a Separate Help Desk for 
Women Architects



Creating a Database for Women Architects: Establish a 
comprehensive database to keep track of women architects and 
their contributions.
Including Women Volunteers in BASTHEI: Encourage the involvement 
of female volunteers in the Bangladesh Institute of Architects 
(BASTHEI).
Organizing a Convention for Women Architects: Arrange conventions 
to provide a platform for women architects to share their 
experiences, challenges, and achievements.
Setting Up a Separate Help Desk for Women Architects: Create a 
dedicated help desk to support and address the needs of women 
architects.



Initiative to Amend the IAB Constitution

To amend the IAB constitution, all 
members of the IAB Constitution Review 
Committee have been involved in 
discussions, reviews, and consideration of 
the current constitution and the advice 
received on the matter.



Initiative to Form Bangladesh Civil Service 
(Architecture) Cadre

Different professions such as doctors and 
engineers have their own separate cadre 
services. However, no cadre service has yet 
been formed for architects. The IAB 
Executive Council has decided to take steps 
towards forming a cadre service for 
architects.

A proposal is being formulated for the 
establishment of the Bangladesh Civil 
Service (Architecture) cadre.



Members' Life and Health Insurance

IAB has finalized a comprehensive 
insurance program under which all its 
members will receive health and life 
insurance benefits. 

This initiative reflects IAB's commitment to 
the welfare of its members and its 
proactive approach to meeting their needs.



Formation of Overseas Chapter and Centres

IAB is establishing its overseas Chapters
and Centres. Already Canada Chapter and
UK Centre have been formed. USA chapter
and Australia Chapter is under formation.







New IAB Centres in UK, Germany & Australia for the Overseas
Bangladeshi Architects
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Formation of help desk regarding DAP and Building 
regulations

A help desk related to the Detailed Area Plan (DAP) 2022-35 
and subsequent amendments has been established. The 
purpose of this help desk is to resolve complexities and 
issues related to plan approval and architectural design 
formulation following the publication of the DAP and its 
amendments in the gazette.



Sending Representatives to the Design Approval 
Committee

There is a mandatory requirement for IAB representatives 
in the building/structure design approval committees in 4 
city corporations, 325 municipalities, and Upazila 
Parishads that fall outside the jurisdiction of the 
development authority. IAB has formed a sub-committee 
for the oversight of building design and construction. This 
sub-committee works under the local government division 
to improve the building design approval process and 
enhance the standards of architectural practice in city 
corporations, municipalities, and Upazila Parishads.



To address the 
shortcomings of the 
Detailed Area Plan, IAB 
has held press 
conferences and 
strongly presented their 
proposals to the 
government.

IAB Press 
Conference on
Detail Area Plan 
(DAP) of Dhaka.



To address the shortcomings of the Detailed 
Area Plan, IAB has held press conferences and 
strongly presented their proposals to the 
government.


